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lead to tackle challenges in a practical manner and team up to cut 

across disciplines to achieve deeper disciplinary fusion.     

Professor Ren Jianlin, Head of the Department of Digestive 

Diseases, Deputy Director of the Affiliated Zhongshan Hospital 

introduced the background, characteristic and blueprint of the 

department. He indicated that the new department would comply 

with the “Double First-Class” standard and new requirements for 

medicine, and work towards the goal to vault into China’s top tier 

where closer connection between medical education and discipline 

construction shall be formed, deeper integration of basic medicine 

and clinical medicine promoted, stronger mutual support between 

medicine and life sciences enhanced.   

After the ceremony, the Summit Forum of Gastroenterology in 

“New Medicine” and Round Table Conference on Construction of 

Faculty of Gastroenterology were held to explore the development 

path to strive for deeper integration among various disciplines 

and Double First-Class standard against the backdrop of new 

medicine of today. The experts and scholars from different colleges 

and affiliated hospitals of Xiamen University jointly witnessed 

the establishment of the new department and looked forward to 

working together to be of service to the Healthy China Initiative.

05 China’s First HPV Vaccine Available to Women 
Aged between 9-45 Since May

On April 21, the first batch of 93,643 bivalent HPV vaccine was 

approved by National Medical Products Administration. This not 

only means that the public can get access to domestic cervical 

cancer vaccine from now on, but also marks that China has officially 

become the world's third country to achieve independent supply of 

cervical cancer vaccine following the United States and the United 

Kingdom. From May onward, most community hospitals in Hubei, 

Xinjiang, Jilin, Yunnan, Jiangsu, Shandong and other provinces will 

successively accept appointments for vaccination, which is expected 

to be available nationwide by the end of the year.

The vaccine has been jointly developed by Xiamen university 

and Xiamen Innovax Biotech Co., Ltd., a subsidiary of China's 

YangShengTang Group (hereinafter referred to as INNOVAX). It 

took 18 years for both sides to see their brainchild born and finally 

approved on December 30, 2019.

This China’s first cervical cancer vaccine, which is tailored for 

women aged between 9 and 45, has a protective effect on two 

HPV genotypes including HPV 16 and 18. Compared with the more 

pricey imported vaccines, the domestic vaccine costs 329 yuan per 

shot, the two-dose vaccine costs 658 yuan for women aged 9-14 

years, and the three-dose vaccine costs 987 yuan for women aged 

15-45. With wider age range and more affordable prices, China’s 

vaccine will greatly drive up the vaccination rate and play a  pivotal 

role in the prevention and control of cervical cancer in China.

In addition to the bivalent cervical cancer vaccine, XMU and 

INNOVAX are also forging ahead with the development of high-

valent cervical cancer vaccines at the same time. At present, the 

phase II clinical trials of the second-generation cervical cancer 

vaccine (9-valent) have been completed, and phase III trials will start 

soon. The third-generation 20-valent vaccine has already achieved a 

significant breakthrough in key technology (see the results published 

in Nature Communications in 2018). On September 6, 2019, XMU, 

along with INNOVAX, signed a global alliance partnership agreement 

with British pharmaceutical giant GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) to jointly 

develop a new generation of cervical cancer vaccine that meets the 

WHO quality standards as well as those of China, Europe and the 

United States on the combined strength of China’s vaccine antigen 

technology and GSK adjuvant technology.

06Three Professors of XMU were selected into 
the list of 2019 Chinese Most Cited 

       Researchers by Elsevier

On May 7, Elsevier officially released the 2019 Chinese Most Cited 

Researchers list. Professor Han Jiahuai and Professor Lin Shengcai in 

the field of biochemistry, genetics and molecular biology and Professor 

Xia Ningshao in the  field of medical science were included in the list. 

The Elsevier list of Chinese Most Cited  Researchers is based on 

data of Chinese scholars from Scopus, the world's leading abstract 

and citation database of peer-reviewed literature and uses data 

analyzing methods developed by Shanghai Ranking Consultancy.  

This is the 6th time that Elsevier has released the Chinese Most Cited 

Researchers list since 2015. A total of 2,163 Chinese scholars across 38 

subject areas from 242 universities, scientific research institutions and 

enterprises were selected into the 2019 list, among which 24 are from 

Xiamen University.

07 Top-tier Netherlands Institutions Give Top 
Rating to Covid-19 Test Kits Co-developed by  

       XMU and INNOVAX

On April 29, the Netherlands National Institute of Public Health 

and Environment, Radboud University and Erasmus Medical Center 

co-published a research paper entitled "Towards the Next Phase: 

Evaluation of Serological Assays for Diagnostics and Exposure 

Assessment" on medRxiv, a preprint service for health sciences. 

This research evaluated 11 novel coronavirus antibody detection 
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reagents from China, Germany, USA and Italy and arrived at the 

result that the total antibody reagents (ELISA), co-developed by 

XMU and INNOVAX, exhibited optimal performance.

It is worth noting that INNOVAX’s serological reagents took 

the crown once more in the evaluation research of the leading 

authoritative institutions in European countries. Prior to 

this, Statens Serum Institut (SSI) conducted a comprehensive 

comparison of serological COVID-19 reagents from 9 countries, 

including China, Germany, USA and Canada, and found that 

the total antibody reagents (ELISA), co-developed by XMU and 

INNOVAX, outshone others in performance and efficacy. 

08XMU Teams Develop Across Disciplines Novel 
Technique to Treat Corneal Conditions 

Recently, the collaborative research results of the research 

team of Professor Li Wei from Eye Institute and the research 

team of Professor Liu Gang from Center for Molecular Imaging 

and Translational Medicine have been published in Advanced 

Science. The article, entltled “Multimodal Photoacoustic Imaging-

Guided Regression of Corneal Neovascularization: A Non-Invasive 

and Safe Strategy”, describes the application outlook of a novel 

nanomaterial for the treatment of corneal neovascularization. 

Abstract: Corneal neovascularization (CNV) is one of the main 

factors that induce blindness worldwide. However, current medical 

treatments cannot achieve non-invasive and safe inhibition of 

CNV. A noninvasive photoacoustic imaging (PAI)-guided method is 

purposed for the regression of CNV. PAI can monitor the oxygen 

saturation of cornea blood vessels through the endogenous contrast 

of hemoglobin and trace administrated drugs by themselves as 

exogenous contrast agents. An indocyanine green (ICG)-based 

nanocomposite (R-s-ICG) is prepared for CNV treatment via eye 

drops and subconjunctival injections. It is demonstrated that R-s-ICG 

can enrich corneal tissues and pathological blood vessels rapidly with 

minor residua in normal eyeball tissues. Anti-CNV treatment-driven 

changes in the blood vessels are assessed by real-time multimodal 

PAI in vivo, and then a safe laser irradiation strategy through the 

canthus is developed for phototherapy and gene therapy synergistic 

treatment. The treatment leads to the efficient inhibition of CNV 

with faint damages to normal tissues.

09 Three XMU Students Won FAST Telescope 
Observation Time

FAST (Five-hundred-meter Aperture Spherical radio Telescope) 

is the world's largest single-aperture telescope developed 

by China. In 2020 the FAST was put into operation and open 

for obersavation time application. Students from College of 

Physical Science and Technology of Professor Fang Taotao's 

team actively participated in the application. After nearly three 

months of review, three students finally won observation time 
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News & Events

of the FAST telescope. And third-year undergraduate Wang 

Yunting won 11.2 hours of observation time. The oberservation 

would provide key data to the study of galaxy evolution. Yu 

Qingzheng, a second-year Ph.D. graduate student also won 4 

hours of observation time for his study of neutral hydrogen in 

the process of merging galaxies. Second-year Ph.D. graduate 

student Lu Liyuan won 3 hours of observation time as well. His 

subject mainly focuses on the neutral hydrogen composition of 

the peri-galactic medium of massive spiral galaxies. 

The evolution of galaxies is an important process of the evolution 

of the universe. Relying on contemporary advanced telescopes, 

it is possible to conduct more in-depth research on the evolution 

of galaxies. Professor Fang Taotao hopes students would take this 

valuable observation opportunity to achieve good results in further 

research.

10 XMU Center for Comparative Literature and 
Transcultural Studies Kicks off “Harmony in  

       Diversity” Lecture Series

On June 20, the newly established Center for Comparative 

Literature and Transcultural Studies, a research institute affiliated 

with XMU College of Foreign Languages and Cultures (CFLC), kicked 

off the first installment of its “Harmony in Diversity” lecture series 

both online and offline. 

The inauguration ceremony for the lecture series was presided over 

by CFLC Dean Chen Jing. In the address, she called on the aspiring 

researchers at the Center to explore ways for foreign language 

programs to contribute to the communication and mutual learning 

of different civilizations. She stressed that the 21st century is 

characterized by openness, diversity and commitment to seeking 

common ground while reserving differences.

Chen stated that the Center would provide a platform for close 

interactions and intellectual encounters among scholars from 

around the world. She also expressed her appreciation to the 

participating scholars for their unwavering support for the Center.

The first lecture in the series was presented by Zhang Longxi, honorary 

president of the International Comparative Literature Association and 

chair professor of the City University of Hong Kong, and was moderated 

by Lu Jiande, chair professor of CFLC. In the lecture, which was entitled 

“World Literature Awaiting Discovery”, Zhang offered his definition of 

“world literature” and explored the close relationship between literary 

classics, translation and world literature, as well as the opportunities and 

challenges from world literature.

Zhang pointed out that world literature is the sum of literary classics 

of all countries in the world. National literary classics must be 

translated in order to become part of world literature in circulation 

all over the world. Translating and introducing non-Western literary 

classics and making them part of world literature are the central task 

of researchers in comparative literature and world literature.

The lecture was followed by a dialogue between Zhang and 

Lu. In the Q&A session, Zhang fielded quesioned posed by five 

researchers from the Center.

With its fresh perspective on world literature, the lecture proved to 

be a fascinating intellectual feast for the audience.

11 XMU Holds the First Season of Anthropology 
Online Lectures 

The first season of XMU’s Anthropology Online Lectures with 12 

topics was successfully held on Tencent Meeting from July 6 to 

Aug 12, 2020. School of sociology, anthropology and social science 

department co-hosted this series, inviting leading anthropology 

experts including Michael Herzfeld, professor at Harvard University’s 

anthropology department, Erik Mueggler, professor at UMich’s 

anthropology department, and Maurice Godelier, an anthropologist 

from France. The lectures covered the latest achievements of 

important subdisciplines including social and cultural anthropology, 

linguistic anthropology, medical anthropology, physical anthropology 

and archaeology, and improved public understanding of 

anthropology which specializes in the “human science.” 

Professor Michael Herzfeld from Harvard University shared his 

field work in China, Greece, Italy and Thailand to introduce the 

ethnographic method. French anthropologist Maurice Godelier 

showed the significance of anthropology and Professor Erik 

Mueggler at UMich shared his research on the history, society 

and cultural ceremonies of Southwest China.

In recent years, Chinese anthropologists have brought up new 

perspectives and propositions, advocating paying attention to 

interdisciplinary development, frontier regions of China and 

the interaction with the world. Professor He Ming, director of 

Southwest Frontier Minority Research Center of Yunnan University, 

Gao Bingzhong, professor of Peking University, and Professor 

Fan Ke, director of Nanjing University’s institute of sociocultural 

anthropology, have all illustrated these new thoughts in their 

lectures. CDC Professor Wang Ning elaborated on the cooperation 

between epidemiology and anthropology.

Xu Dan, a linguistic anthropologist and professor of INALCO, 

introduced the language of Gansu-Qinghai. Naran Bilik, director of 

Fudan University’s ethnic study center put emphasis on symbolic 

anthropology.

In the lectures, two leading archaeological anthropology experts 

Augustin F.C Holl, XMU distinguished professor of SSA and Liu Wu, 

CAS researcher of IVPP, shared their recent research results.

Anthropology online lectures, based on the interests of human 

development and interdisciplinary wisdom, successfully helped 

the students to have a better understanding of anthropology. The 

lectures attracted 30,000 views through the platforms of Tencent, 

SuiMeeting, Wechat and Social Work Repository, with active 

audience discussions from different disciplines. 

12 XMU Student Composes Song with French 
Musicians to Support Fight Against COVID-19

“We may be oceans apart but our hearts are always with you.” Xu 

Xiya, a second-year French language major from the XMU College 

of Foreign Languages and Cultures who is currently an exchange 

student at the University of Le Havre in France, has contributed 

to the global fight against the COVID-19 pandemic in a special 

way. She has joined hands with French musicians to compose an 

uplifting song which encourages the French people to strengthen 

their confidence and overcome the difficulties together. The song 

conveys the determination of the international community to work 

together to defeat the pandemic, and it brings some hope and light 

to these challenging times. 

Through the Internet, Xu Xiya teamed up with French singer Lina 

Doran and music producer Tristan Guerrin to compose a song, 

Délivré, to inspire confidence in beating the coronavirus. As soon 

as the song was released, it attracted the attention of many French 

media outlets, including Tendanceouest, Hérouville Saint-claire 

and online news outlets in Caen. The song received an enthusiastic 

response in France and in the French-speaking world at large. 

The song is a tribute to the health professionals who are on the 

frontline fighting COVID-19. Frontline health workers are integral to the 

global response to COVID-19. In hospitals, clinics and homes around 

the world, health workers are taking on significant personal risk and 

too often working without adequate equipment to ensure all people 

can receive the care they need. The song also encourages people to 

practice social distancing to help combat the spread of COVID-19. 

Part of the song’s appeal lies in its melding of French, North African 

and Chinese elements, as well as in its Mediterranean style. The 

song can be sung in four languages: Chinse, French, English and 

Arabic. The interweaving of multiple international elements adds 

an extraordinary youthful flavor to the music.                                                           

The song tugs at the heartstrings of the French people. Everyone, from 

nurses in the Central Hospital of the University of Caen to residents 

sheltering in place, is touched by this upbeat song which inspires love, 

peace and hope in the midst of the raging pandemic. 
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*Xu Xiya with Lina Doran
(This photo was taken before the “Shelter in Place” order)

*Nurses in the Central Hospital of the University of Caen

Newsletter Summer 2020Newsletter Summer 2020

06 07



U.K.

XMU Attends Virtual GU8 
Meeting for Global Collaboration
On June 5, the GU8 11th Joint Research Committee (JRC) 

Meeting and 12th Education Committee (EC) Meeting, co-

organized by the University of Hull and Université Le Havre 

Normandie, were held virtually via Zoom. The meetings 

were attended by representatives from GU8 member 

institutions the University of Hull, Université Le Havre 

Normandie, Otto-von-Guericke Universität, Inha University, 

Xiamen University (XMU), and Universiti Malaysia Perlis. 

The opening plenary session featured welcoming remarks 

by Professor Philip Gilmartin, International Pro-Vice-

Chancellor of the University of Hull. He stressed that the 

focus on physical mobility and face-to-face interactions 

within the GU8 Consortium could shift towards more 

remote interactions and digital modes of delivering content. 

He invited the JRC and EC to explore new ways of working 

together in research and education.

In the opening plenary session, the participating universities 

shared their practices, new tools, and lessons learned 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. They also exchanged 

thoughts on how to work better together within the GU8 

network. Professor Tan Shaobin, Associate Vice President for 

International Affairs, presented Xiamen University’s efforts 

in battling against the pandemic over the past few months. 

He spoke about the development of COVID-19 test kits 

and SARS-CoV-2 Nucleic-acid-test products, the measures 

undertaken to help cope with the pandemic, and PPE 

donations to Malaysia and the UK, amongst other topics. He 

also raised some proposals on how to further cooperation 

within GU8 and invited other member institutions to XMU 

Centenary Celebration in 2021.

Following the opening, the Education Committee and Joint 

Research Committee held separate sessions in parallel. The 

02
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Global Outlook Global Outlook

President Zhang Rong Attends Video 
Summit with Newcastle University 
On June 23, President Zhang Rong attended the International Partner 

Summit on the Impact of Covid-19 on Universities at the invitation 

of Newcastle University Vice-Chancellor and President Chris Day. 

This event was hosted by Newcastle University (UK)  with its online 

discussion focused on multiple topics such as scientific research, 

response measures and international cooperation.  

President Zhang began with a presentation of an overview of 

XMU’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, including the online 

classes, scientific research, campus safety and career support for 

graduating students as well as the dispatches of medics from XMU 

affiliated hospitals to Wuhan. In terms of international cooperation, 

he specifically mentioned that the university has received and sent 

hundreds of letters of support to and from sister universities, and 

donated medical supplies to Malaysian Ministry of Higher Education. 

In the meantime, XMU alumni around the world also made significant 

contribution to their communities by donation and voluntary services.

President Day said that Newcastle University can learn much from XMU’s 

experience. In face of the pandemic, Newcastle University has adopted 

social distancing policies, provided online courses and launched activities 

such as voluntary community services and online campus open day. 

Newcastle University also allowed early graduation for medical students 

to aid in the fight against COVID-19. He expressed his admiration for 

XMU’s effective safety measures and career support for students, and 

said he would consider similar measures at Newcastle University.

Both President Zhang and President Day agreed that the Internet has 

become the new bridge for international exchanges and cooperation. 

The combination of face-to-face and online communications has become 

the new normal. Both sides envisioned a bright future where the online 

courses and lectures would be shared, long-distance exchanges between 

students and faculties encouraged, more international dialogues hosted 

and mutual understanding further enhanced.  

Last but not least, President Zhang extended an invitation to President 

Day to participate in the XMU Centenary Celebration events in April 

2021, which President Day gladly accepted.

Vice President Yang Bin Joins 
Online Conversation with 
Newcastle University
On June 30, at the invitation of Richard Davies, Vice 

President for International Affairs of Newcastle 

University in UK, XMU Vice President Yang Bin joined 

an online conversation on international exchanges and 

cooperation during the pandemic. Director of Office of 

Confucius Institute Affairs Mao Tongwen and Deputy 

Director of the Office of International Cooperation and 

Exchange Yu Hongbo also attended the meeting.

Vice President Yang sent his greetings to Richard 

Davies and  Newcastle University. He hoped that the 

exchanges and research cooperation between the two 

sides would be further strengthened. Richard Davies 

believed the pandemic has brought a paradigm shift in 

college education, and the online collaboration could 

be an important part of the efforts to tackle global 

warming and reduce carbon footprints. Both agreed 

that online courses and communication have become a 

new trend for colleges where mutual complementarity 

and sharing online learning resources are imperative 

in order to benefit more students. Meanwhile, the two 

parties also went into details of the cooperation and 

agreed to translate it into action in conjunction with 

relevant units such as the administrative departments, 

technical departments and other colleges.

Mao Tongwen introduced the latest development 

of Confucius Institutes. Richard Davies affirmed his 

continued support for the Confucius Institute jointly 

established by the two universities, and expressed his 

willingness to enhance partnership in international 

Chinese language education.

meetings were conducted to review progress on activities 

carried out since the last EC and JRC meetings and to 

discuss future activities according to the guidelines of the 

last Council of Presidents Meeting (Hull, April 2019).

At the EC meeting, the participants evaluated the GMBA 

and Leadership Program and reassessed its academic 

content, target participants, structure, and expansion. 

It was agreed that GU8 members will share their online 

resources in the future. Professor Wu Chong, Deputy 

Director of MBA Education Center, School of Management, 

briefed the committee on the progress of the program.

At the JRC meeting, several proposals, such as the setting 

up of a research directory, launch of thematic seminars/

webinars, involvement of young researchers in the network, 

projects open to GU8 members and possible external 

funding sources, were also discussed. Professor Tan Zhong, 

Director of Office of Science and Technology, shared 

the platforms for international collaborations at XMU. 

Professor Wang Xinhong, Vice Dean of College of Ecology 

and Environment, and Professor Zhao Yingru, Director of 

Institute of Energy Efficiency, also introduced research in 

their respective fields.

The EC meeting and JRC meeting were moderated by 

EC Chair Professor Michael Hauchecorne and JRC Chair 

Professor Dan Parsons respectively.

The GU8 Consortium is an alliance of universities from around 

the world whose objective is a dynamic and distinctive 

collaboration, building innovative curricula and research 

programs. The Consortium focuses on five key thematic areas: 

advanced technologies, global business, maritime affairs, 

logistics and renewable energy. The Consortium consists of 

the following eight institutions: Inha University, Korea, Xiamen 

University, China, Université Le Havre Normandie, France, 

University of Hull, UK, Otto-von-Guericke Universität, Germany, 

Universiti Malaysia Perlis, Malaysia, University of Haifa, Israel, 

and the University of Fortaleza, Brazil. 
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Global OutlookGlobal Outlook

Ambassador of Malaysia to 
China Visits XMU
On September 10 , the Malaysian Ambassador to China, Raja Dato' 

Nushirwan Zainal Abidin, and his delegation visited XMU, and 

President Zhang Rong met with the guests.

President Zhang Rong welcomed the ambassador and introduced 

the history and development of XMU. He pointed out that XMU 

has a long history of friendship with Malaysia, and XMU’s founder, 

Mr. Tan Kah Kee, spent his early years in Malaya (now Singapore) 

before returning to his hometown to establish XMU. In 2013, in 

honor of that history, XMU launched a branch campus in Malaysia. 

cooperation and exchange between well-known Colombian universities and XMU and Xiamen University Malaysia. When the 

pandemic settles down, the two sides can start with the exchange of students and scholars, and gradually carry out more 

cooperation.

Xin Zhiying, Vice Dean of College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, and Yu Hongbo, Deputy Director of Office of International 

Cooperation and Exchange, joined the meeting. Li Wenjin, Assistant Professor of the Department of European Languages & 

Literatures of College of Foreign Languages and Cultures, served as the Spanish translator of the meeting.

Founder of China-Europe 
Forum Visits XMU
On June 30, David Gosset, the French expert on international 

relations and founder of the China-Europe Forum, and his 

delegation visited XMU. Vice President Yang Bin met with the 

guests.

Vice President Yang welcomed the delegation and introduced 

the history of XMU, its comprehensive strength and academic 

advantages. He said that XMU has close cooperation with 

many French universities due to the long history of diplomatic 

relations between China and France, and many XMU teachers 

have studied or worked in prestigious French universities. 

He hoped to have the opportunity to further deepen the 

cooperation between XMU and French universities. In addition, 

he shared with the guests XMU’s contribution and achievements 

in the international cooperation in the fight against the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and mentioned that the research teams of 

School of Public Health and School of Life Sciences at XMU have 

made great achievements in the research and development of 

detection reagents, and have been well recognized by European 

countries.

David Gosset shared the story between XMU and himself. 

He expressed his willingness to utilize the platform of China-

Europe Forum to further promote the relationship between 

XMU and European universities, especially French universities. 

Under COVID-19, medicine and l ife sciences are key 

cooperation areas. In the end, he also expressed his hope to 

have the opportunity to have more exchanges with students 

and teachers of XMU in the future.

During the meeting, the two parties discussed the possibility 

of cooperation in the business school and the Belt and 

Road initiative, and reached a preliminary consensus on 

strengthening exchange and cooperation.

05Ambassador of Colombia to 
China Visits XMU

On July 28, the Colombian Ambassador to China, Luis Diego 

Monsalve Hoyos, and his delegation visited XMU. Vice 

President Yang Bin met with the guests. Oscar Eduardo 

Gasca Moreno, First Secretary of Colombian Embassy in 

China, and delegates from Foreign Affairs Office of the 

Fujian Provincial People's Government and Foreign Affairs 

Office of Xiamen Municipal People’s Government joined 

the meeting.

Vice President Yang welcomed the delegation and 

introduced XMU’s history, strength and academic 

development to the guests. He said that XMU cooperates 

closely with many universities in Spanish-speaking regions 

and our Spanish program is currently developing well. He 

also introduced the current status of exchanges between 

XMU and universities in Latin America and the situation 

of Colombian students, and said that the ambassador's 

visit would create more opportunities for cooperation 

between XMU and Colombian universities. In addition, 

Vice President Yang also extended an invitation to the 

Ambassador to attend the centenary celebration of XMU 

next year.

Ambassador Monsalve expressed his gratitude to XMU’s 

warm welcome. He introduced the cooperation between 

Colombian and Chinese universities and the establishment 

of Confucius Institute in Colombia, and expressed his 

hope to take this opportunity to further promote the 

Its establishment will effectively promote exchanges and cooperation between China, Malaysia and other ASEAN countries, as well as 

nurture talents for the two countries and the "Belt and Road" development. At present, there are nearly 6,000 students enrolled in 

the Malaysia campus, and they have achieved encouraging results in all aspects, thanks to the support of the Chinese and Malaysian 

government and all sectors of society. In 2020, XMU donated medical supplies to the Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia to help the 

fight against the COVID-19, which was highly appreciated. President Zhang Rong said that the ambassador's visit will further strengthen 

the exchange and cooperation between XMU and Malaysia.

Ambassador Abidin thanked XMU’s support to Malaysia in the fight against the pandemic. He said that XMU Malaysia is a milestone 

project of education cooperation between China and Malaysia, and the Malaysian Embassy in China will try its best to help and 

solve the problems and difficulties encountered by XMU Malaysia in its development. As a famous university in China, XMU has an 

international reputation in many research fields. It is hoped that this visit will help him get a better understanding of XMU to promote 

the cooperation and exchange between Malaysian universities and XMU. Ambassador Abidin also congratulated XMU on its upcoming 

centenary celebration.
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Professor Xia Ningshao’s Team Publishes in Nature 
Communications on Multivalent Cervical Cancer 
Vaccine

n June 5, Nature Communications 

publ ished onl ine an art ic le 

by Professor Xia Ningshao’s 

team, entitled “Rational design of a multi-

valent human papillomavirus vaccine by 

capsomere-hybrid co-assembly of virus-like 

particles”. Based on the insights into the viral-

like particle (VLP) assembly mechanism of 

human papillomavirus (HPV), the study has 

designed a capsomere-hybrid VLP (chVLP) 

that is capable of simultaneously generating 

protective effects against multiple HPV 

types. This study has paved the way for 

the development of a new generation of 

multivalent cervical cancer vaccine with a 

broader spectrum covering all high-risk HPV 

types, and provided new thoughts for the 

design of vaccines for other highly mutated 

virus and vaccines for targeting tumor 

neoantigens.

The research found that the capsid of 

human papillomavirus (HPV) spontaneously 

arranges into a T=7 icosahedral particle with 

72 L1 pentameric capsomeres associating 

via disulfide bonds between Cys175 and 

Cys428. The research team designed a 

capsomere-hybrid virus-like particle (chVLP) 

to accommodate multiple types of L1 

pentamers by the reciprocal assembly of 

single C175A and C428A L1 mutants, either 

of which alone encumbers L1 pentamer 

particle self-assembly. The study showed 

that co-assembly between any pair of C175A 

and C428A mutants across at least nine 

HPV genotypes occurs at a preferred equal 

molar stoichiometry, irrespective of the 

type or number of L1 sequences. A nine-

valent chVLP vaccine-formed through the 

structural clustering of HPV epitopes-confers 

neutralization titers that are comparable 

with that of Gardasil 9 and elicits minor 

cross-neutralizing antibodies against some 

heterologous HPV types. These findings 

may pave the way for a new vaccine design 

that targets multiple pathogenic variants or 

cancer cells bearing diverse neoantigens.

Professor Xia Ningshao’s team has been 

conducting basic and applied research on 

prophylactic HPV vaccines. The team has 

shed light on the mechanisms of HPV VLPs 

assembly based on E. coli (Structure, 2016), 

provided insights into the structural basis 

of antibody-mediated neutralization of HPV 

type specificity (mBio, 2017), and developed 

the first-generation HPV vaccine of China 

(HPV 16/18 bivalent, Cecolin®. Hum Vacc & 

Immunother, 2014. Vaccine, 2015. Vaccine, 

2017. Sci China Life Sci, 2019. JNCI, 2020). 

Besides, the second-generation HPV vaccine 

developed by the team is about to start 

phase III clinical trial (Nine-valent. Emerg 

Microbes Infec, 2018). They have signed a 

global alliance partnership agreement with 

GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) to develop a next-

generation HPV vaccine, and pioneered the 

development of third-generation HPV vaccine 

on the strength of their structural vaccinology 

design. This published work is a further effort 

to design a novel HPV multivalent vaccine 

based on the improved understanding of the 

HPV VLP assembly mechanism.

Wang Daning, a post-doc fellow and two Ph.D 

students Liu Xinlin and Wei Minxi co-first 

authored this article. Professor Li Shaowei, 

Associate Professor Gu Ying and Professor Xia 

Ningshao are co-corresponding authors of 

the paper. The research has been funded by 

the National Natural Science Foundation of 

China Major Program; Key Program; Taiwan 

Straits Joint Program; General Program) and 

National Major Scientific and Technological 

Special Project for “Significant New Drugs 

Development”. 

DiscoveryDiscovery

n January 10,  the National 

Science and Technology Award 

Conference was held in Beijing 

by the CPC Central Committee and the 

State Council. Xi Jinping, Li Keqiang, Wang 

Huning, Han Zheng and other party and 

state leaders attended the conference 

and awarded prizes to the awardees. Led 

by Academician Tian Zhongqun, achieved 

along with Professors Ren Bin, Li Jianfeng, 

Wu Deyin, and Associate Professor Liu 

Guokun (now associated with the School of 

Environment and Ecology), the project  of 

Electrochemical Surface Enhanced Raman 

Spectroscopy was awarded the second 

prize of National Natural Science Award. 

Ren Bin and Liu Guokun attended the 

award conference as the representatives of 

the awarding team.

Surface-enhanced 

Raman spectroscopy 

(SERS) is a molecular 

v i b r a t i o n a l 

spectroscopy with 

u l t rah igh  s u r fa c e 

sensitivity benefited 

f r o m  t h e  s u r fa c e 

plasmon resonance 

(SPR) effect. However, 

i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n s 

were s igni f icant ly 

h i n d e r e d  b y  t h e 

prevai l ing opinion 

that the enormous 

SERS  ef fect  cou ld 

only be generated 

on roughened gold, 

s i l ver  and  copper 

surfaces. Since the 

1990s, the research 

team systematically 

have concentrated on the development 

of the electrochemical(EC)-Raman and 

non-traditional SERS techniques, both 

experimentally and theoretically, which 

greatly expanded the applications of SERS. 

They achieved the following two world-

leading results.

Firstly, SERS effect was systematically 

demonstrated to present on transition 

m e t a l s  b o t h  e x p e r i m e n t a l l y  a n d 

theoretically. A series of methods have 

been developed for fabricating various 

surface nanostructures to generate SERS 

effect on transition metal surfaces (mainly 

platinum and iron groups) with important 
applications in electrocatalysis. The SERS 
enhancement are contributed by the 

electromagnetic enhancement (mainly 

lightning rod effect) from the surface 

nanostructures. Some challenging topics, 

including the adsorption behaviors of 

water and hydrogen on transition metals 

have been systematically investigated with 

EC-SERS for the first time. The research 

team has become a leading team in the 

field of EC-SERS. In 2002, the team won the 

first prize of science and technology among 

Chinese universities.

Secondly, the shell-isolated nanoparticle-

enhanced Raman spectroscopy (SHINERS) 

was invented. SHINERS led to a breakthrough 

o f  t h e  l o n g - sta n d i n g  m ate r i a l  a n d 

morphological limitations of SERS. SHINERS 

has now been widely applied in various 

fields including electrochemistry, catalysis, 

energy storage and conversion, material 

science, and life science. This technique has 

been considered as “the next generation of 

advanced spectroscopy” and “has opened 

up a new direction of spectral analysis”. 

The concept of shell-isolated nanoparticle-

enhancement has also been successfully 

expanded to other surface-enhanced 

spectroscopies, including fluorescence and 

second harmonic generation (SHG). With 

SERS as the core technique, the research 

team has developed Raman instruments 

for fast detection enabled by the home-

developed fast pretreatment kit, software 

and control system. The instruments were 

successfully applied in inspection of food 

safety and public security. In 2017, they 

participated in the Food Safety Inspection 

of the BRICS Xiamen Summit and the 

accuracy of the detection system was 

highly recognized by the government 

departments.

Tian Zhongqun Research Team Won the Second 
Prize of National Natural Science Award

Newsletter Summer 2020Newsletter Summer 2020

12 13



Based on recent developments in the 

field of signal processing theory and 

the exponential characteristics of NMR 

signals, a deep learning method utilizing 

convolutional neural network (CNN) is 

designed. It can be successfully trained 

using solely synthetic NMR data, which 

lifts the prohibiting demand for a large 

volume of realistic training data usually 

required in the deep learning approach. 

Spectrum aliasing artifacts introduced by 

NUS data are gradually removed with five 

consecutive dense CNN blocks with data 

consistency constrained to the sampled 

data points. 

The proposed DL method can fastly 

reconstruct the high-quality NMR spectra 

of small, large and disordered proteins 

from NUS data.  The reconstruct ion 

performance by DL is comparable with 

the state-of-the-art iterative methods 

low-rank (LR) and compressed sensing 

(CS),but it shows outstanding advantage in 

computational time: 5~8% of LRHM for 2D 

spectra and 12~25% of CS for 3D spectra.

After publishing the paper, our team 

was invited by the top journal to write a 

review about “deep learning magnetic 

resonance spectroscopy” and published 

it (D. Chen et al., Chem. -Eur. J., DOI: 

10.1002/chem.202000246, 2020.). It is 

worth mentioning that this method has 

been granted a China National Patent 

and has been industrialized by Q. One 

Instruments Ltd.  In the foreseeable 

future, it is expected to expand to higher-

dimensional data reconstruction and 

different NMR experiments, such as 

diffusion spectroscopy.

Discovery

uclear magnetic  resonance 

( N M R )  s p e c t ro s co p y  i s  a n 

invaluable biophysical  tool 

in modern chemistry and life sciences. 

However, duration of NMR experiments 

increases rapidly with spectral resolution 

and dimensionality, which often imposes 

unbearable limitations due to low sample 

stability and/or excessive costs of NMR 

measurement time. To accelerate the 

data acquisition and optimize sensitivity, 

modern NMR experiments are often 

acquired using the Non-Uniform Sampling 

(NUS) approach, where only a small 

fraction of traditional NMR measurements, 

usual ly  cal led free induct ion decay 

(FID), is performed. Inevitably, a spectra 

reconstruction method is most needed to 

reliably and quickly repair the information 

loss caused by undersampling.

This work is the proof-of-concept of 

application of deep learning (DL), an 

artificial intelligence technique, for high-

quality, reliable, and very fast NMR spectra 

reconstruction from limited experimental 

data (X. Qu et al., arXiv:1904.05168v1, 9 

Apr 2019.;X. Qu et al., Angew. Chem. -Int. 

Edit., 59(26):10297-10300, 2020).

Discovery

*[Figure 1]. Deep Learning-based Fast Biomedical Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy.

Professor Qu Xiaobo , Department of Electronic Science , School of Electronic Science and Engineering  

*[Figure 2]. The architectures of NMR spectra reconstruction with deep learning.

*[Figure 3]. Reconstruction of a 2D 1H– 15N HSQC spectrum of the cytosolic domain of CD79b protein from the B-cell receptor. (a) and (b) are the 
fully sampled spectrum and deep learning NMR reconstruction from 25% NUS data, respectively. (c) Peak intensity correlations between fully sampled 
spectrum and reconstructed spectrum. (d) denotes the peak intensity correlation obtained with the deep learning and low rank methods under different 
NUS levels. (e) and (f) are zoomed out 1D 15N traces of (a). Red and green lines represent the reference and the reconstructed spectra, respectively.

*[Figure 4]. Computational time for the reconstructions of (a) 2D spectra and (b) 3D spectra with low rank, compressed sensing and deep learning. Note: 
The listed below each bar are spectra type, the corresponding protein, molecular weight, and spectra size, respectively. For 2D (3D) spectra size of the 
directly detected dimension is followed by size(s) of the indirect dimension(s).

Artificial Intelligence Ultrafast High-quality 
Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Spectroscopy 
Reconstruction
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he ocean will be a primary source 

of food and other resources 

for human society eventually. 

We urgently need to adopt an integrated 

and holistic ocean management approach 

with the best available science to underpin 

decisions for a sustainable future.” said 

Dr. Minhan Dai, Chair Professor of Marine 

Biogeochemistry at Xiamen University, 

during the keynote speech for the live 

stream event Promoting Integrated Ocean 

Management for a Sustainable Ocean 

Economy: The Case Study of Xiamen held 

on June 8, 2020, World Oceans Day.

Blue Paper: Integrated Ocean 
Management
The Blue Paper on Integrated Ocean 

Management (IOM) was commissioned 

by the High Level Panel for a Sustainable 

Ocean Economy (the Ocean Panel, for 

short), and led by Dr. Jan-Gunnar Winther, 

Director of the Centre for the Ocean and 

the Arctic, Norway and Dr. Minhan Dai. 

Twelve global experts from 11 institutions 

served as contributing authors, including 

Dr. Yangfan Li, a professor of coastal 

urbanization and environmental studies at 

Xiamen University. This paper is part of a 

series of 16 commissioned papers and was 

published on May 20, 2020. Five recent 

ocean management success stories were 

described in the paper – from Norway, 

the United States, China (Xiamen), the 

Coral Triangle, and the Seychelles – each 

of which demonstrated that delivering 

much needed long-term ocean health and 

wealth can be achieved using integrated 

ocean management. It  also assessed 

current opportunities to accelerate the 

progress and impact of said opportunities 

on jobs and equity. The paper advances 

six opportunities for action to enhance 

global ocean governance through improved 

IOM, including: harnessing science and 

knowledge, establishing partnerships 

between the public and private sectors, 

strengthening stakeholder engagement, 

improving capacity building, implementing 

a regulatory framework, and developing 

adaptive solutions.

The Case of Xiamen, China: 
Balancing  Protect ion with 
Production

Integrated ocean management aims to 

support a sustainable ocean economy that 

uses ocean resources in ways that preserve 

the health and resi l ience of  marine 

ecosystems and improves livelihoods and 

jobs, in other words, balancing protection 

and production for prosperity. To achieve 

this goal, relevant stakeholders from 

government, business, civil society, and 

various ocean industry sectors are brought 

together and an ecosystem and knowledge-

based approach adopted. 

As the only city-scale case, Xiamen’s 25-

year experience with integrated coastal 

management ( ICM) was highl ighted. 

X iamen implemented a  new coastal 

management system in 1994, which had an 

integrated coastal management leadership 

group consisting of the mayor and sectoral 

officials and experts along with an ocean 

office to coordinate ocean-related issues 

within aquaculture,  transportat ion, 

construction, and science and technology. 

Over the past  25 years,  Xiamen has 

t ra n s fo r m e d  f r o m  a  s m a l l  c o a s t a l 

community into an international port city. 

DiscoveryDiscovery

XMU Scientist Leads a High-Level Ocean Panel 
Blue Paper on Integrated Ocean Management

The marine economy has now become the 

economic growth pole of Xiamen’s future 

development. With that, Xiamen has had 

its integrated coastal management (ICM) 

practice listed as a PEMSEA (Partnerships 

in Environmental Management for the Seas 

of East Asia) demonstration site since the 

1990s. The Xiamen ICM Model including 

essential elements such as legislation, 

institutional arrangements, an integrated 

and holistic approach, science-based 

decision making, financing, stakeholder 

consultation, and capacity development, 

was summarized with global implications.

In this ever-evolving process, Xiamen 

University scientists have endeavored in 

scientific research and providing support 

to aid decision making and professional 

personnel training. For instance, Dr. 

Huasheng Hong from Xiamen University, 

was the first group leader to chair the 

Marine Expert Group for Xiamen ICM 

Implementation in 1996. She worked closely 

with other marine experts to apply solid 

science and technical solutions to various 

areas including (but not limited to) marine 

spatial planning, ecological rehabilitation, 

and payments for marine ecosystem 

services. Since 2000, there has been a group 

of Xiamen University scientists involved and 

contributing to Xiamen’s ICM practice.

Insights from 8 Invited Guests: 
Innovation for a Sustainable Ocean
The Chinese version of the Blue Paper 

was released through a live broadcast 

via various platforms on June 8, 2020. 

For World Oceans Day 2020, the UN’s 

theme placed the global spotlight on 

‘innovation for a sustainable ocean’, with 

highlights including ocean solutions and 

entrepreneurship, science, technology, and 

the blue economy. Given this, 8 guests from 

academia, local government, business, 

and non-governmental organization (NGO) 

were invited to attend this live-show and 

shared their insights on how to effectively 

manage the ocean with pressing challenges 

(e.g. climate change) towards a sustainable 

ocean economy.

Pan Xinchun : Secretary-General of the China 
Oceanic Development Foundation, spoke on 
integrated ocean management practices in China 
at the national, provincial, and local levels. There 
are experiences to share but also challenges to be 
addressed in China.

Lin  Huaiyuan :  Engineer- in -Chie f  fo r 
the Xiamen Municipal  Bureau of Ocean 
Development, elaborated the 25-year ICM 
journey in Xiamen, and shared good practices.

Shen Ruiquan : Planner-in-Chief for the Xiamen 
Municipal Natural Resources and Planning 
Bureau, introduced Xiamen’s experience 
in taking the lead in implementing marine 
functional zoning and spatial planning to create a 
solid basis for ICM practice.

Xue Xiongzhi : Professor at the Fujian Institute 
for Sustainable Oceans, deemed “best available 
science” as one of the essential elements 
underpinning ICM practice in Xiamen and 
beyond. 

Chen Bin : Vice President of the Shanghai 
Zhenhua Heavy Industries Co., Ltd. (ZPMC), 
elucidated a market-driven sustainable business 
strategy that ZPMC adopted, which not only 
considers the demands of consumers, but also 
takes ocean sustainability into account.

Ma Jian :  Vice President of The Paradise 
International Foundation, discussed the unique 
role that NGOs play in the process of developing a 
sustainable ocean economy.

You Weiwei : Deputy Director of the 70.8 Media 
Lab, demonstrated an emerging need to create 
novel approaches and adopt innovative means 
to promote citizens’ ocean literacy, which will 
eventually contribute to a sustainable ocean.

This virtual event was jointly organized 

by  State  Key  Laboratory  of  Mar ine 

Environmental Science (MEL), 70.8 Media 

Lab, Fujian Institute for Sustainable Oceans, 

X iamen Municipal  Bureau of  Ocean 

Development, Xiamen Municipal Natural 

Resources and Planning Bureau, Sina Xiamen, 

China Oceanic Development Foundation, 

and The Paradise International Foundation. 

It was moderated by Dr. Samuel Guihua 

Wang, Special Coordinator for Development 

of Faculty of Earth Science and Technology 

at Xiamen University, and viewed by over 

225,000 participants through various 

channels, including NewsCCTV, VideoCCTV, 

Tencent Live, Sina Weibo, etc.

About the High Level Panel for 
a Sustainable Ocean Economy
Establ ished in September 2018, the 

Ocean Panel is a unique initiative of 14 

serving heads of government committed 

to catalyzing bold, pragmatic solutions for 

ocean health and wealth that support the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 

builds a better future for the people and the 

planet. The Ocean Panel has commissioned 

a series of ‘Blue Papers’ to explore pressing 

challenges at the nexus of the ocean and the 

economy. These Blue Papers summarize the 

latest science and state-of-the-art thinking 

in innovative ocean solutions in technology, 

policy, governance, and finance that can 

help accelerate a move toward a more 

sustainable and prosperous relationship 

with the ocean.
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Outstanding Graduate from Turkey: 
Betul Keskin 

etul Keskin, who is known by 

her Chinese name Bai Tingli, 

is from the colorful land of 

Turkey. After getting her bachelor degree 

in Chinese language and literature in 

Turkey, she applied for the Master of 

Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other 

Languages or (MTCSOL) at Xiamen 

University.

Betul came to Xiamen for the first time 

in  pursuit  of  h igher  educat ion on 

September 9, 2017. When asked about 

the first impression she had on Xiamen 

and Xiamen University, she said, “I never 

heard of Xiamen before my arrival. But 

when I got here, I found this city was 

similar to my hometown, Istanbul, which 

is also a coastal city.  This similarity 

made me feel  so connected.”  L ike 

other international students in China, 

she experienced the cultural shock on 

people, food and drinks. She said, “People 

in Xiamen eat all kinds of seafood, while 

people from Turkey eat less. For instance, 

crab, one of the favorites in Xiamen, is 

not often eaten by Turkish. In addition, 

when dealing with people in Xiamen 

you will find that some of them are very 

friendly but some are shy. In Turkey, 

everyone is enthusiastic and friendly, 

maybe it has something to do with 

different cultures of the two nations.”

She shared some memories  as  an 

international student in Xiamen University 

— the difficulties she encountered and 

the achievements she made. Recalling 

the past, she said, “The Chinese language 

I had learned in Turkey was completely 

different from that I learn in China. The 

course in the first year of my graduate 

school was quite difficult, therefore, I 

went to library for study on a regular 

basis. After gradually adapting to the 

life in Xiamen University, I started to 

take part in the students’ activities 

People 

species as well as the lack of methods for the 

controllable doping of N.

Based on the previous studies of Professor 

Deng’s research team on graphene-confined 

single atom catalysts, they prepared a series 

of N-doped carbon foam catalysts with 

precisely controlled N types and doping 

contents through an innovating approach 

of silicon dioxide sphere template-assisted 

pyrolysis of phthalocyanine. Electrochemical 

performance tests show that the catalyst 

dominated by GN dopants presents the 

highest CO selectivity with CO Faradaic 

efficiency reaching 95% at -0.5 V versus 

the reversible hydrogen electrode (RHE), 

compared with those with higher contents 

of pyridinic N (PN) or pyrrolic N (ProN) 

dopants. Theoretical calculations indicate 

that the limiting potentials for the CO2RR 

to CO over the carbon atoms adjacent to 

the GN are significantly lower than those 

for the hydrogen evolution reaction (HER), 

which favors the electrocatalytic CO2R to 

CO. In comparison, the PN site tends to be 

blocked by the strongly adsorbed H* and the 

HER is more favorable with lower limiting 

potentials at the carbon atoms neighboring 

to the PN, while the ProN disfavors both 

reactions. Thus, compared with the PN and 

ProN, the GN significantly improves the 

activity of the adjacent carbon atoms for the 

electrocatalytic reduction of CO2 to CO. 

This work was supported by the National Key 

R&D Program of China, the major program 

of the National Natural Science Foundation 

of China, the Strategic Priority Research 

Program of Chinese Academy of Sciences, 

the DNL Cooperat ion Fund,  CAS,  and 

Collaborative Innovation Center of Chemistry 

for Energy Materials (2011- iChEM). 

e c e n t l y,  P r o f e s s o r  D e n g 

Dehui from the iChEM center 

m a d e  a  n e w  p r o g r e s s  i n 

understanding the active site of metal-

free nitrogen-doped (N-doped) carbon in 

the electrocatalytic CO2 reduction reaction 

(CO2RR) to CO. Via tuning the type and 

doping content of N in the controllable 

synthesis of N-doped carbon catalysts, 

they found that the carbon atoms adjacent 

to the graphitic N (GN) are triggered as 

the active sites for the CO2RR to CO. This 

work provides a guidance for the deep 

understanding of the reaction mechanism 

in the electrocatalytic CO2 reduction as 

well as the rational design of catalysts. 

This work has been published as an article 

in Cell Reports Physical Science entitled 

“Unveiling the Active Site of Metal-Free 

Nitrogen-doped Carbon for Electrocatalytic 

Carbon Dioxide Reduction” (DOI: https://

doi.org/10.1016/j.xcrp.2020.100145).

Converting CO2 to value-added chemicals 

driven by renewable energies is a strategy 

of reducing carbon emission and alleviating 

the pressure from the depleting fossil 

resources. Electrocatalytic CO2RR to CO 

is an important way of CO2 utilization 

since CO is an important feedstock for 

chemical synthesis.  N-doped carbon 

material possesses excellent conductivity 

and tunable electronic structure.  It 

exhibits an excellent catalytic activity in 

the electrocatalytic CO2RR to CO. However, 

the active site for the reaction is still under 

debate due to the complexity in the N 

Discovery

*N-doped carbon foam for electrocatalytic CO2R to CO.

Unveiling the Nature of Active Site in Nitrogen-
doped Carbon for Electrocatalytic CO2 Reduction

Interviewer: Haidary Shafiqa, international student from Afghanistan
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People   

where I was able to make new friends 

and explored new aspects of life. When I 

feel lonely, I will invite my friends to my 

dorm for having Turkish tea or coffee with 

dessert. It made me feel extremely happy 

to hear them saying that they liked the 

light refreshments.”

As for the participation of university 

programs, the one that will always stay 

close to her heart is the New Year’s Eve 

Zumba Dance, which also left a deep 

impression for the audience, including the 

teachers and students, to join the dance 

on the stage. What is more impressive 

about Betul is that she is one of the 

outstanding alumni of Xiamen University 

who won the Third Prize in the National 

Finals of the Chinese Language Teaching 

Competition in 2018.

Speaking of why she chose to participate 

in the competition, she shared a short 

story: “It is because of a friend in our 

class, who reminded me on the last day 

of registration, said Xiaobai, you must 

participate in this competition! At first, 

I was not so sure about taking part in it, 

for I was a little afraid of making mistakes 

while speaking Chinese. Yet, I still wanted 

to give it a try. I made a demo in 

preparation for the competition, which 

got positive feedback from my teacher, 

who also recommended me to go for 

the competition.”

Betul pointed out that during the 

preparation, she had made every efforts 

to practice and she had to stay up late 

for several nights. She shared, “This 

competition was quite challenging for 

me, so I had to memorize and recite 

lines and Chinese poems. From my 

point of view, it is the most difficult 

task I have encountered in China, 

considering that only 

a short period of time 

was given, within which 

it is not easy for me 

to do the memorizing 

perfectly. Due to the 

huge pressure that I 

had, I tended to be very 

nervous during that 

time.” What made the 

whole process smooth 

and unforgettable for 

her  was fr iendship. 

In  the  café  nearby, 

she  a lways  ta lks  to 

her friends and play 

volleyball with them.  

A s  s h e  s a i d ,  “ T h a t 

really helped me to feel 

relaxed.”

All the achievements Betul made was 

not easy. The journey that started from 

learning Chinese in Turkey leads her to 

China. Pursuing the Master’s Degree in 

Xiamen University and achieving the Third 

Prize in the National Finals of the Chinese 

Language Teaching Competit ion is 

unforgettable. She had thought of giving 

up on learning Chinese and going back 

home at early stage during her study in 

China. Nevertheless, she managed all the 

pressure and problems and her hard work 

paid off eventually.  

iao Wangqiang is Associate 

Professor and Director of 

Engineering Technology Center 

from School of Aerospace Engineering at 

Xiamen University. He has been engaged 

in  mechanical  dynamics  research, 

especially in the field of vibration and 

noise reduction. 

As the first author, he has published more 

than 30 high-level research papers in SCI 

journals such as Mechanical System and 

Signal Processing, Powder Technology, 

Journal of Sound and Vibration, Journal 

of Mechanical Engineering and other 

international and domestic journals and 

has been granted 23 invention patents. 

He has  been constant ly  explor ing 

cutting-edge technologies and striving 

to contribute to the development of 

the country and society. “As a scientist, 

knowledge alone is not enough. Turning 

knowledge into social service and solving 

problems for the country is the best way 

to realize our value.” he said.

When he first came to teach at XMU, 

the course he offered was “Instrument 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Te c h n o l o g y ”  f o r 

undergraduate students majoring in 

measurement and control. He was full of 

enthusiasm and prepared for every class, 

explaining the knowledge in the textbook 

to the students in a simple way and 

sharing with them a lot of knowledge and 

practical experience outside the book. 

At the end of the class, many students 

commented that the class had changed 

their impression of engineering courses. 

Even after graduation, many students 

still keep in touch with Xiao and they 

can still recall various classic quotations 

from him. The success of his first class 

made Xiao very happy and confirmed 

his determination to dedicate himself 

to teaching and educating. He said, “I 

have always treated my students as my 

friends”. In addition to his busy scientific 

research work, Xiao served as a class 

teacher and played basketball with his 

students; when the students held science 

and technology activities, he would go to 

the scene to help out. 

People   Model Teacher at XMU

Xiao Wangqiang：
A Good Teacher and a Role Model

Model Teacher 

at XMU
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Featured Story 

n June 15, 2020, the first online marine lecture was 

live broadcasted from the Research Vessel Tan Kah 

Kee (R/V TKK) at sea. With the help of scientists and 

teachers, this lecture on marine sciences was watched by more 

than 1,000 students and teachers from Longde No.3 Primary 

School and Longde No.4 Middle School, unveiling the secrets 

of "R/V TKK" and starting a "mysterious journey to explore the 

sediments and marine lives in the South China Sea."

After watching the live broadcast, students and teachers were 

curious about the ocean, and they asked questions such as:

How long does it take for R/V TKK to finish each voyage?

What if a robot arm stop working in the ocean? 

What to do if there aren't enough resources?

Why the sea water is salty and our drinking water is not?

All their questions were sent to the State Key Laboratory of 

Marine Environmental Science (XMU) and the R/V TKK, which is 

currently conducting scientific research in the South China Sea, 

and the XMU marine researchers and the captain of the R/V TKK 

answered their questions one by one.

In 2012, XMU and Longde established a targeted poverty 

alleviation program. In the past few years, XMU has been 

helping Longde in medical, educational, intellectual, scientific 

and technological, industrial and cultural aspects.

From the South China Sea to Longde, Ningxia, the marine 

lecture on R/V TKK has crossed the distance of more than 2,000 

kilometers, connecting the mountains and the sea. It promoted 

the Marine Sciences education for children in mountain areas. 

Through this live broadcast, the teachers and students of 

Longde had a preliminary impression of the sea and marine 

sciences, they saw a different world as well. It is our sincere 

hope that the children will dream and make efforts to embrace 

their future with many possibilities.

Connecting the Mountains and the Sea:  
XMU Scientists’ Live Lecture to Students in 
Longde, Ningxia 

Xiao has always emphasized to the 

s t u d e nt s  t h at  “ex p e r i e n c e  i s  t h e 

best teacher ”. During the activities 

of the graduating class of School of 

Aerospace Engineering, Xiao took time 

to communicate with the students 

in addition to his busy teaching and 

research work. He mentioned, “The core 

technology cannot be taken, cannot be 

bought, cannot be begged, can only be 

reached by our own down-to-earth work. 

The road of scientific research is never 

smooth. It is very normal to encounter 

obstacles. The key is how to solve the 

problems. As engineering students, we 

need to practice, in the process of hands-

on practice.”

At the beginning of 2020, the outbreak 

of COVID-19 caused major enterprises 

and factories across the country to 

stop work and production, which had a 

huge impact on the country's economic 

development. Xiao Wangqiang, hoping 

to help enterprises and projects resume 

p ro d u c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  p ro fe s s i o n a l 

knowledge, took the initiative to contact 

Xiamen Construction Bureau, Urban 

Law Enforcement Administration and 

other departments to carry out free 

consultation and diagnosis on noise 

and vibration problems encountered by 

enterprises during the resumption of 

production, and helped many enterprises 

solve production problems.

When asked  what  mot ivated  h im 

to promote the resumption of work 

and production of enterprises and 

projects ,  X iao  Wangqiang  rep l ied 

without hesitation: “At the beginning 

of the outbreak, I think I should use 

my knowledge to contribute to the 

prevention and control of the pandemic. 

Later, I learned that the medical staff 

from Xiamen University hospitals had 

gone to Wuhan to fight the pandemic, 

which inspired me again. Although I am 

not a medical staff and cannot go to 

Wuhan to support, I can make use of my 

professional skills to help promote the 

resumption of work and production of 

enterprises and projects and contribute 

to the fight against the pandemic.”

A  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  p r o j e c t  u n d e r 

construction in Xiamen is  facing a 

problem because of noise nuisance during 

construction, which has been the subject 

of numerous complaints from neighboring 

residents. However, this project is a key 

project and was originally planned to be 

put into operation in September next year. 

Therefore, Xiao Wangqiang led a team 

to the site to carry out free noise source 

monitoring, noise spectral diagnosis, etc. 

Through simulation  and acoustic array 

analysis, he built a high-damping low 

transmission composite sound insulation 

device at the construction site, which 

effectively reduced the propagation 

of building noise and controlled the 

noise from the source. It not only gives 

the residents a comfortable living 

environment, but also ensures the 

smooth resumption of the project.

Xiao Wangqiang and his team were 

honored “Advanced Individual and 

Good Example  of  S t rengthening 

Pandemic Prevention and Promoting 

the Resumption of Production of 

Enterprises in Fujian Province” for their 

contributions.
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Featured Story

ince the beginning of the outbreak of COVID-19, 

200 medical professionals from XMU affiliated 

hospitals went to Wuhan at first instance to 

support the local service. The university also gathered 

resources to achieve scientific breakthroughs. SARS-CoV-2 

Rapid Test Kit developed by the team of Professor Xia 

Ningshao has been approved by National Medical Products 

Administration. The product has not only obtained CE mark 

but also been highly rated by top assessment agencies in 

Denmark and Netherlands, attracting orders from more 

than 20 countries such as South Korea, Italy, Germany 

and Philippines, etc. The brochure Xiamen University 

Series of SARS-CoV-2 Test Products were then produced 

and translated in different languages including English, 

French, Korean, Japanese, Russian and Italian, providing 

the latest information of the products to promote the XMU 

achievements. 

All XMU administrative units returned to work in February 

and 2020 Spring Semester started on time in the form of 

Contributing to the Global Fight Against 
the COVID-19

Featured Story 

virtual classroom. The university arranged social distance 

settings,  body temperature check points,  thorough 

sterilization for classrooms, library, canteen etc. and other 

measures to ensure campus safety. The campus resumed 

full operation in May and strategically arranged the return of 

students in different batches. Specifically for the graduating 

students, over 20 live career mentoring sessions were held. 

XMU also jointly held 8 virtual recruitment fairs which offered 

around 170,000 job opportunities for the fresh graduates.

During the fight against the pandemic, international faculty 

and students shared their own story. Professor William 

Brown witnessed the fight against the pandemic as well as 

responses of different countries. He commented,  “China 

is the safest country in the world”. Professor Augustin Holl 

joined the “History and Reality of the Pandemic” lecture 

series and completed the recording of Human Origins and 

Expansion: A New Synthesis. He said, “As an international 

faculty, I am confident of China’s victory over the pandemic 

and have faith in Chinese people. I would like to contribute 

to the fight against COVID-19 with my concrete actions.” 

International students made their own contributions. 

“Although I could not fight in the front line of the 

pandemic like medical workers, I can provide services for 

people around thus contributing to the prevention of the 

pandemic.” An Indonesian student said as he served as a 

campus volunteer. There were also students from Ecuador, 

Mexico, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Nigeria, 

Kazakhstan and Russia actively participating in the voluntary 

work, distributing masks, providing English translation for 

notices and promoting knowledge of pandemic prevention 

and control.

The university received and sent over 100 letters of solidarity 

and made several donations of medical supplies worldwide. 

Upholding the Tan Kah Kee spirit of “Boundless Love”, XMU 

alumni associations across the world contributed to the 

prevention and control of pandemic in their local community. 

The America Association, the Canada Association, the Japan 

Association and associations in Hong Kong, Macao and other 

areas all reacted quickly. For example, the New York Alumni 

Association mobilized domestic and foreign resources to 

provide urgently needed medical supplies for local hospitals, 

which received special coverage from the FOX Business TV 

Station; The Seattle Alumni Association called on alumni to 

donate, receiving US$4,250 and 7,900 masks as well as other 

PPE (Personal Protection Equipment) in merely 48 hours. 

As shown in this fight against the COVID-19, XMU upholds and 

will keep upholding the spirit of openness and cooperation for 

a shared future.
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create dependency, so the emphasis shifted to fostering 

self-sufficiency (“blood production” rather than “blood 

transfusion”), which alleviates both economic poverty and 

“poverty of spirit.” As the old saying goes, “Give a fish, 

feed for a day; teach to fish, feed for a lifetime.” But when 

I drove around China in 1994, I never imagined that, within 

3 decades, the world’s most populous nation would indeed 

eradicate absolute poverty.

In 2019, SMXMU sponsored my 20,000 km drive around 

China with our School’s leaders, colleagues and students 

to see how much China had changed since my 40,000 km 

drive 5 years earlier—and we were all astonished. We had all 

read reports, of course, but there is simply no way that any 

form of media can convey the scope and speed of changes. 

Even the remotest regions now had modern highways and 

concrete roads leading to the very doorsteps of remote 

villages where people now live in brick homes instead of the 

mud buildings that used to be death traps during heavy rains, 

and I was honored, and inspired, to speak to many of the First 

Secretaries behind the changes. 

Frogs Escape the Well
In 1994, roads were so poor, even in Fujian, that for 3 

months I averaged less than 30 kph. Today, China has 

the most extensive highway and railway networks in the 

world, and they’ve not only helped lure investment to 

the hinterlands but also allowed remote villagers to seek 

opportunities across the entire country. I was surprised 

when two farmers in different provinces (Ningxia and 

Yunnan) both used the “frog in a well” analogy. They said, 

“We used to be trapped like frogs in a well, with a narrow 

view of the world above, but now we’re free!”

But of all the places I visited in 1994, Ningxia has a special 

place in my heart because an elderly Ningxia mechanic saved 

us when our van broke down at midnight on a dark mountain 

road. I coasted the van backwards, without lights, down the 

dark, hairpin curves to the very bottom and rolled to a stop on 

the side of the dirt road. I had no idea what to do, but when I 

opened my window, only two meters from my car was a hand 

painted wooden sign with, “car repair.” My knocking on the 

battered wooden gate awakened the elderly mechanic, who 

rubbed his eyes, looked at me closely, and said with a grin, 

“You’re not from around here, are you?” He worked on our 

van until 2 AM, cheerfully chatting away, and although he was 

obviously very poor (and we were rich in his eyes), he charged 

me almost nothing for his services. I insisted on paying more 

but he absolutely refused, even apologizing for not having the 

right parts but assuring me the van would at least make it to 

the Lanzhou repair center. 

Who would not fall in love with such people? So I was 

delighted to learn in 2019 that even Ningxia’s warm-hearted 

people are also enjoying the China Dream—thanks in large 

part to Fujian’s and Xiamen University’s contributions.

China’s Precision Poverty Alleviation—the World’s 
Only Hope
On Feb. 3, 2016, the World Economic Forum noted,

“For more than two decades 

China served as the most potent 

anti-poverty weapon the world 

has  ever  known….Of every 

five people in the world who 

escaped poverty during this 

span — a total of roughly 1.1 

billion people — three were 

Chinese.”

While China is meeting its anti-

poverty goals, other nations 

are not,  leading the World 

Bank to project that half  a 

billion people will still live in 

extreme poverty in 2030. 1 In 

2017, UN Secretary-General 

General,  Antonio Guterres, 

said frankly,

Featured Story

hen my family and I drove 40,000 

km around China  in  1994 to 

explore China’s development, 

we were impressed at the government’s 

commitment to lift from poverty even in such 

areas as North Tibet’s “Death Zone” (over 

5,000 meters in altitude) or Ningxia, which 

the UN deemed “least suitable for human 

habitation” because of its yearly droughts, 

yellow sand storms, and poor transportation 

and infrastructure. 

I admired China’s massive investments in 

infrastructure in poor areas but I did not see 

how it could ever recoup such investments. 

But as China proved at home, and is now 

proving abroad in dozens of nations along 

the Belt and Road Initiative, “Roads first, then 

riches.” 

Right after Liberation in 1949, China had 

no choice but to engage in massive aid 

because people were literally starving. But 

over time, it became clear that aid could 

How XMU Helps Longde Achieve the 
China Dream

Featured Story 

Dr. Bill Brown
 Academic Director, OneMBA 

Program, School of Management

“Our policy is to let some people and regions prosper first so they can lead regions that lag 

behind; those who prosper first have an obligation to help those who lag behind.” 

  -Deng Xiaoping

    1  https://ourworldindata.org/extreme-poverty

Newsletter Summer 2020Newsletter Summer 2020

26 27



paradise,” Xi said.

In 2009, Fujian’s sixth group of 18 cadres in Ningxia struggled 

with the challenges of climate, lifestyle and language to 

expand Fujian and Ningxia cooperation and improve the 

economy, education, health, trade and tourism. Fujian 

granted 21 million Yuan for six major projects benefiting 

27,000 rural families in 9 Ningxia counties, as well as 69 

million Yuan in funds for cities and counties, 790 million Yuan 

for 9 investment projects, and 49 million Yuan for over 140 aid 

projects. Projects included raising 33,020 rural families income 

10,000 Yuan by teaching them to grow mushrooms. Other 

projects included cultivation of potatoes, melons and dates, 

chicken and livestock, clean water supplies, new roads, and 

renovation of dangerous mud dwellings. Fujian also dedicated 

23 million Yuan to help students faced with dropping out of 

school because of poverty, and provided 8,000 TV sets so 

villages could keep abreast with other changes across their 

nation.

Much of Fujian’s aid came not just from the provincial 

government but from Fujian cities and even districts. Xiamen’s 

Huli District gave 5 million Yuan for Haiyuan County’s primary 

and secondary school buildings and dorms, as well as facilities 

for retirees and agricultural research. Xiamen’s Xiang’an 

District gave 5.85 million Yuan for projects in Jingyuan County. 

Quanzhou’s Nan’an City gave 9.2 million Yuan towards Tongxin 

County’s medical and educational needs, helping 2,200 poor 

students to continue study. Zhangzhou’s Nanjing County 

invested 4.1 million Yuan in the Liupanshan Edible Mushroom 

Research Center, a middle school and hospitals and clinics. 

Hanjiang District gave 4.67 million Yuan to start Xiji County’s 

growth of vegetables, sweet corn and celery.

Ningxia is also now world famous for wine, thanks to 

winemakers from Fujian and other provinces. Ningxia has over 

39,300 hectares of grapes—1/4 of China’s grape production—

and over 120,000 people employed by some sixty winemakers 

from 23 countries and regions, including France’s Pernod 

Ricard (the world’s 2nd largest wine and spirits producer), 

Hennessy (world's largest cognac producer, founded in 1575), 

and of course Changyu, China’s oldest (1892) and largest 

winery. On 14 December 2011 in Beijing, in the Bordeaux 

against Ningxia" competition, experts from China and France 

tasted five wines from each region. Ningxia was the clear 

winner with four out of five of the top wines. 2 

Xiamen Airlines has also joined the cause by scheduling four 
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“China’s targeted poverty alleviation is the world’s only way 

to help the poor and reach the goals of the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development.” 

But even if other nations do copy China’s programs, they will 

not easily emulate how China has mobilized its entire society, 

from top to bottom and bottom to top, to end poverty. 

Precision Poverty Alleviation—Top-Down, Bottom-Up, 
and Lateral 

China owes its success in combating poverty not just to 

visionary top-down leadership and policy but also to people 

and provinces heeding Deng Xiao Ping’s call to help those who 

lag behind. 

For decades, the eastern provinces that prospered first have 

partnered with Western provinces, but even ordinary citizens 

are sacrificing to make a difference. For example, in July, 

2019, a 15-year-old girl at New Channel in Beijing told me, 

“My family is not well off but rural children have even less 

opportunity than me, so I volunteer several hours each week 

to tutor rural children in math.”  

I was deeply moved by the stories I heard across the country 

from farmers, fishermen, teachers, entrepreneurs and First 

Secretaries, but I was most excited to see Fujian’s and XMU’s 

work in Ningxia. 

Fujian in Ningxia

In May, 1996, Fujian was paired with Ningxia when 10 

prosperous eastern provinces were paired with ten less-

developed western regions. That October, Xi Jinping, Fujian’s 

young deputy party chief, led a delegation to Ningxia, and 

Minning (Min—Fujian, Ning—Ningxia) Town was founded. 

Since then, over 60,000 impoverished people have been 

resettled from arid, lifeless lands to well-watered areas where 

they could farm, ranch or do business. Young Xi Jinping’s ideas 

were so visionary that they are now part of his nationwide 

“precision poverty alleviation” that the UN admits is the 

planet’s only hope.

President Xi Jinping revisited Minning in 2016 and was 

gratified that farmers’ per capita disposable income had 

shot up 21x from 500 yuan in 1997 to 10,732 yuan in 

2016, and 10,500 people (1,998 households) had newly 

built government-subsidized homes—a “desert become a 

    2  Laurie Burkitt, "Ningxia Beats Bordeaux. Or Does It?", The Wall Street Journal, 15 December 2011. Retrieved 16 December 2011.
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weekly flights between Fujian and Ningxia, creating new 

channels for exchange and development. Thanks to improved 

transportation, and Fujian’s vocational training, Ningxia 

workers in Fujian earned almost 140 million Yuan.

XMU in Ningxia   

I was heartened by the Fujian—Ningxia partnership but even 

more excited to learn of XMU’s contributions. On July 15, 

2019, the day after SMXMU Party Secretary Qiu Qixing and 

MBA Director Qu Wenzhou led our SMXMU team to Longde, 

Ningxia, we were surprised to see half a dozen of my former 

OneMBA students scouting out opportunities to aid Longde. 

I was even more astonished to see a sprawling research 

institute that had XMU’s logo on the front!

In 2015, XMU began a poverty alleviation industrial park 

to accelerate development of local industries and provide 

employment in Ningxia’s Longde County. XMU has invested 

over 3 million RMB in the venture, adopting advanced tech, 

encouraging local government’s strategic investment and 

finding markets for the park’s output (much of which is sold 

in Xiamen). XMU also set up public service institutions such 

as an e-commerce center, R&D and quality control lab and 

several agri-tech demonstrative bases. 

Hu Xiong , the first branch secretary of Zhangshu Village, gave 

us a tour of the Zhangshu Village XMU Beef Direct Supply 

Base and I interviewed the “Bull King,” Mr. Zhang Jianlong”. 

Mr. Zhang shared how he had sought work in the cities but 

thanks to Longde’s development hightailed it home to lead his 

fellow villagers to prosperity through raising cattle. The village 

now has beautiful new brick homes with electricity, clean 

water, and even solar water heating. I was surprised when a 

grinning Ningxia farmer asked to befriend me on WeChat. I 

later discovered that farmers in the remotest regions of the 

country, including high-altitude northern Tibet, engage in 

e-commerce.

On July 15, our team and Vice County Magistrate Ma Long 

and Zhangshu Village’s First Secretary Hu Xiong visited the 

XMU-Longde County E-commerce Service Center and the 

Cooperative Poverty Alleviation Industrial Park. We then 

visited the Minlong Fuxintuo Park, which cares for disabled 

people and provides jobs such as making artificial flowers, 

as well as a platform for entrepreneurship including an 

e-commerce training center. Our SMXMU EMBA alumnus, 

General Manager Lin Hewu of Honghui Industrial Group 

Co., Ltd, donated 20,000 yuan to Minlong Fuxinto Creative 

Park. 

N i n g x i a  f a r m e r s 

have rapidly grasped 

new technology and 

p ra c t i c e s  t h a n ks  i n 

part to XMU’s poverty 

alleviation workshops, 

online e-commercial 

platforms and trade 

fa i rs .  XMU has  a lso 

brought  in  eminent 

scholars and graduate 

s t u d e n t s  f o r  f i e l d 

studies and to resolve 

t e c h n i c a l  i s s u e s , 

a n d  e x p a n d e d  i t s 

w o r k  t h ro u g h  s u c h 

institutes as the XMU-

N i n g x i a  U n i ve rs i t y-

L o n g d e  C o u n t y 

People’s Government 

Agricultural  Science 

and Technology R&D 

Demonstration Base, as well as the Quality and Safety Control 

Laboratory jointly launched by XMU, Ningxia University and 

Ningxia Huangtudi Food Co., Ltd. 

XMU has also set its sights on motivating the next generation 

of leaders—Ningxia’s children.

XMU Moves the Sea 

Yugong moved the mountain but XMU has moved the sea! 

With Ningxia some 2,000 km from the coast,  most children 

will never enjoy the majesty and mystery of the ocean that 

we at XMU take for granted, so XMU has taken the sea to 

Ningxia’s children.

On June 15th, 2020, XMU graduate students gave a live 

online lecture for the "Jiageng Ocean Lecture Hall" to over 

1,000 Longde primary and middle school students and 

teachers. XMU is uniquely qualified to share the wonders 

of the sea because XMU was a “Cradle of Modern Chinese 

Oceanography, with China’s 1st Marine Biological Laboratory 

(dubbed a “Chinese Woods Hole” in the 1930s), gave out 

China’s 1st PhD in Oceanography, and today has a State Key 

Laboratory of Offshore Marine Environmental Science. The 

children were especially excited about XMU’s 77.7 meter 

long Jiageng deep ocean research ship. The only Silent A+S 

noise class ship in China (no more than 20 in the entire 

world), XMU researchers boast that the ship “will not even 

wake a sleeping fish.” 3

XMU’s chemistry department is also a national leader, often 

ranked in China’s Top 5, and from July 20 to 28, it held its 

“Chemistry in Ningxia” summer social practice in Longde. At 

the same time (July 22 to 28)  a delegation of 8 XMU doctoral 

students visited Longde to carry out field-research on tourism 

development (our SMXMU is one of China’s few schools 

authorized to confer an MA or PhD in Tourism Administration). 

XMU and Precision Epidemic Alleviation in Ningde

Since early 2020, XMU has helped Longde fight yet another 

battle—COVID-19. Most Longde people don’t have computers, 

so in only two days, XMU designed a mobile phone-based 

system Longde health information collection and statistics 

system. The system was deployed and tested within only 3 

days and now handles the daily health data of thousands of 

people. In addition, XMU donated 300 infrared thermometers, 

7,000 ordinary disposable masks, and 1,500 medical masks.
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    3. http://subsites.chinadaily.com.cn/guangzhou/2017-03/31/c_73685.htm 
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    4  Hutchinson, Paul, ed., “A Guide to Important Mission Stations in Eastern China (Lying Along the Main Routes of Travel)”, Shanghai:    Mission Book, 1920, pp. 59,160

In May 2019, SMXMU’s Professor Peng Lifang gave a special 

report on e-commerce platforms and services for Longde 

entrepreneurs to promote Longde’s e-commerce industry. 

From Ju ly  22 to  28,  2019,  SMXMU’s  "XMU-Longde 

Hope"practice team spent a week with hands-on learning 

in Longde, and the Shengsha Dove" practice team also 

undertook a week’s practice August 1 to 7 to help promote 

Longde tourism. 

From 2016 to 2020, SMXMU teachers and students have 

promoted Longde agricultural and economic development by 

purchasing over 500,000 agricultural bees, wolfberries, etc. 

In May 2020, SMXMU and Longde’s Dian'an Township formed 

a team to help promote Dian’an’s tourism development, 

the meat industry, industry promotion, and help students in 

difficulty.

And the list goes on! I read almost daily of new SMXMU 

and XMU poverty alleviation initiatives in Ningxia, Tibet and 

elsewhere. No wonder the UN admits that China’s precision 

poverty alleviation is the world’s only hope for ending 

absolute poverty. 

Tan Kah Kee’s Vision Fulfilled

In 1894, at the age of 20, XMU’s founder Tan Kah Kee returned 

from Singapore to his hometown of Jimei to get married and 

to fund the first of over 70 schools. Even at that age, he was 

already convinced that China’s only hope lay in education. In 

1912, he wrote in “Records of Jimei Primary School”,  

“I am engaged in commerce in Singapore. I am disheartened 

by the humiliation of our motherland by foreigners. I pity the 

internal strife in my native land. Except education, nothing 

else can succeed to improve our nation and society.”  

Tan Kah Kee, Records of Jimei Primary School

“余桥商星洲，慨祖国之陵夷，悯故乡之哄斗，以为改进国

家社会，舍教育莫为功。” 

陈嘉庚《集美小学纪》

Mr. Tan’s founding of XMU so excited both Chinese and 

foreigners that in 1920, before it had even opened, Paul 

Hutchinson wrote,  

“This school [XMU] is entirely a Chinese institution…The 

course of study is being made very practical… When we think 

of the future days, it is one of the most encouraging things to 

be seen in the whole of China.” 4

It has been 100 years since Mr. Hutchinson wrote of the 

“future days,” and XMU is still one of the most encouraging 

things in China—an institute that leads not only in academics 

but in spirit and vision.

I look forward to exploring China again in a few years to see 

how our XMU has continued to help the China Dream become 

the China Reality.

And if the world can learn to emulate not just China’s 

programs but also its passion, perhaps the China Dream can 

become the World Dream as well.

Dream!
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SMXMU in Ningxia

It was gratifying to learn of Fujian’s and XMU’s aid to Ningxia 

but I was of course most excited to discover that SMXMU’s 

faculty, students and alumni have for years helped battle 

poverty in Ningxia. 

In 2015, the last year for which I have statistics, 93% of 

SMXMU’s full-time students were registered student 

volunteers, with over 90% having actually participated in 

social impact projects such as helping with education in West 

China—including Ningxia’s inhospitable Haiyuan, where since 

1999 the XMU Xihaigu poverty alleviation project has fought 

to end intergenerational transmission of poverty. 

If Ningxia life was harsh even for locals, it was even more 

difficult for our SMXMU volunteers, yet they not only 

persevered but also chronicled their struggles with the 

climate, diet, and water. Their written and videotaped stories 

helped inspire and involve many others throughout China to 

heed Deng Xiaoping’s call to help those who lag behind. 

In 2009, SMXMU launched the ‘Venus Care Project’ to create 

long-term, 1-on-1 relationships between our School faculty 

and 98 disadvantaged students of Haiyuan’s No.1 High School, 

giving them encouragement, motivation and financial support 

to help pursue their education. 

In 2011, the SMXMU-Kellogg EMBA program’s 2009 class set 

up a ‘China-US Lizhi class’ to give a 3-year living allowance for 

100 poor Haiyuan students with good character and excellent 

study habits. SMXMU has also had several other projects 

such as improving educational facilities in a remote Qinghai 

primary school or donating “rural libraries.”

From 2014 to 2015, Professor Zhang Jinfu of SMXMU’s 

Tourism Department organized a team to help promote 

Longde County’s tourism industry.  

In 2015, EMBA alumnus Lin Xiaohui invested 450 million 

yuan to establish the Longde County XMU Kangye Poverty 

Alleviation Industrial Park. The Park’s 50 enterprises have an 

annual output value of 420 million and employees 2,200 low 

income people, 227 of whom are disabled. 

In 2019, SMXMU MBA Director Prof. Qu Wenzhou and MBA 

alumnus Mr. Lin Hewu donated 50,000 Yuan to help disabled 

children in Longde County and Zhangshu Village preparing for 

the college entrance examination. Of this, 20,000 Yuan was 

used to treat disabled children’s illnesses and 30,000 was to 

reward those testing into college.  
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