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                       The 2019 Asian Meeting    
            of the Econometric Society
From June 14 to 16, the 2019 Asian 

Meeting of the Econometric Society 

(AMES) was held at Xiamen University 

(XMU). This is the first time that AMES 

has been held in China’s mainland. The 

meeting was jointly organized by the 

School of Economics, Xiamen University, 

the Wang Yanan Institute for Studies 

in Economics, Xiamen University, and 

the Gregory and Paula Chow Center for 

Economic Research. This year, 14 Fellows 

of the Econometric Society attended the 

meeting and delivered keynote lectures. 

In addition, hundreds of attendees shared 

their research findings on topics covering 

applied economics, theoretical economics 

and statistics at 189 invited/contributed 

sessions.

02XMU Research Vessel “TAN 
KAH KEE” Contributes to  

       GEOTRACES-China Program
On June 13, research vessel “TAN KAH 

KEE”, which is named in honor of the 

founder of XMU, returned to Xiamen, 

marking the completion of the first 

GEOTRACES-China program. GEOTRACES 

is an ongoing international program 

that focuses on the study of marine 

biogeochemical cycles of trace elements 

and their isotopes (TEIs). The scientific 

team from the State Key Laboratory of 

Marine Environmental Science (MEL), 

X iamen Univers i ty,  worked c lose ly 

with international TEIs geochemists in 

order to conduct the Western Pacific 

Ocean GEOTRACES cruises and make 

a  co nt r i b u t i o n  to  t h e  G EOT R AC ES 

program. Cruise chief scientists were 

Prof. Cai Yihua and Dr. Zhou Kuanbo 

from MEL.

03The 1st XMU International 
Student Photography Show

On June 6, jointly organized by the 

Overseas Education College, Xiamen 

University, the Office of International 

Cooperation and Exchange, Xiamen 

University, and De’wang Library of XMU 

Xiang’an Campus, the “Off the Wall: How 

We Fell for China” International Student 

Photography Show was opened at XMU. 

The theme of the show comes from the 

name of a book written by Dr. William 

Brown of the School of Management, 

Xiamen University. Twenty-six excellent 

photographs were selected for exhibition 

at the photography show with an aim 

to promote communication through 

photography and to enrich international 

students’  cultural  experience. Each 

piece of work shows the development of 

China from the perspective of different 

international students.

04The Industry & Education 
Forum on Big Data and  

       Intelligent Computing

On May 31, the Industry & Education 
Forum on B ig  Data  and Inte l l igent 

Computing was held at XMU. Hosted by 

the School of Aerospace Engineering, 

Xiamen University, and the Institute of 

Information Industry and Informatization, 

Amoy, the forum served as a platform 

for well-known scholars from all over 

the world, experts of technology-based 

enterprises and students to gather 

together and discuss exploring a new 

cooperation model between colleges and 

enterprises. The forum mainly focused on 

promoting the development of industry 

through the cultivation of innovative 

talents in the area of  big data and 

intelligent computing.

05Movie Our Infinite Further 
Premieres at XMU

On May 31, the premiere of the film Our 

Infinite Further was held at XMU. Directed 

by the Ministry of Education, PRC, and 
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shot at the XMU campus, the film is based 
on the story of a group of students who 

participated in the 4th China College 

Students’  ‘Internet Plus’ Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship Competition hosted at 

XMU in 2018. The protagonists of the film 

are members of an XMU research team 

led by Prof. Zhang Defu that develops a big 

data application platform. 

06The 2019 C IMA G loba l 
Business Challenge at XMU

From May 30 to 31, the 2019 Global 

Business Challenge (GBC) Mainland 

China Final and North Asia Final were 

held at XMU. The activity was hosted by 

the Chartered Institute of Management 

Accountants (CIMA) and organized by the 

School of Management, Xiamen University. 

The international competition is designed 

to chal lenge students to formulate 

business solutions for globally significant 

and contemporarily relevant problems. 

After fierce competition, team Alpha4Sure 

from Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

won the championship and team Alistun 

from XMU came fourth.

07XMU to Build a National 
Integrated Circuit Industry & 

        Education Innovation Platform
On May 27, XMU’s application for building 

a national integrated circuit (IC) industry 

& education innovation platform was 

approved by the Ministry of Education, 

PRC. The construction will last for 3 

years and funding for the project totals 

202 million RMB. When completed, the 

platform will serve to connect the School 

of Electronic Science and Engineering, 

Xiamen University  (National Model 

Microelectronics College) with domestic 

leading enterprises, local IC industrial 

parks and high schools with an aim to 

provide talented individuals and technical 

support for the advancement of the 

semiconductor IC industry in 

Fujian Province.

              The 1st Forum on          
         International 
        Chinese Teaching
From May 26 to 28, the 1st 

Forum on International Chinese Teaching, 

jo int ly  hosted by XMU and Purdue 

University (PU), was held at the Xiang’an 

campus of XMU. More than 120 people 

attended the meeting, including experts 

and scholars from 35 universities and 

postgraduates and teachers from the 

Overseas Education College, Xiamen 

University. The keynote speeches were 

given by Prof. Hong Wei from the College 

of Liberal Arts of PU, Dr. Jin Hongang from 

the Faculty of Arts and Humanities, the 

University of Macau, Prof. Shi Chunhong 

from the Faculty of Linguistic Sciences, 

Beijing Language and Culture University 

(BLCU) and Prof. Wu Yinghui from the 

Research Institute of International Chinese 

Language Education, BLCU. The forum 

was initiated to promote the theoretical 

research and practice of international 

Chinese language teaching.

09Xiamen University Malaysia 
Shines at an International 

        Student Public Welfare  
       Media Art Exhibition
F r o m  M a y  2 5  t o  J u n e  1 ,  t h e  3 r d 

“Wonderful World International Student 

Public Welfare Media Art Exhibition” was 

held in Fengxian, Shanghai. Three students 

from the Department of Journalism, 

Xiamen University Malaysia (XMUM) 

participated in the activity and won many 

awards. The event, jointly organized by 

the China International Culture Exchange 

Center, the Oriental Beauty Valley Art 

Festival Committee and the Qingdao 

University of Science and Technology, has 

attracted participants from 30 colleges 

in 15 countries and regions around the 

world. Themed “Man and Animal”, the 

four-day event promoted awareness of 

environmental and other issues through 

the utilization of creative mediums such as 

film, animation, comics and various other 

creative platforms.

10T h e  5 t h  C h i n a  L i d a r 
Conference Held at XMU

From May 24 to 26, the 5th China Lidar 

Conference was held at XMU. Hosted by 

CNISDE-LiDAR, a specialized committee 

consist ing of  the Chinese National 

Committee of International Society for 

Digital Earth and jointly organized by XMU 

08
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and Jimei University, the event attracted 
around 550 attendees from over 100 

research institutes, colleges and relevant 

enterprises. At the conference, experts and 

scholars exchanged their views on various 

topics including the application of lidar in 

industry, basic theories of lidar and the 

integration of multi-source data and lidar.

11The 10th  “Chinese Showtime” 
Performance Season Starts

On May 21, the original stage play The 

Orient ,  produced by XMU students, 

premiered at the Jiannan Auditorium, 

marking the beginning of the 2019 

“Chinese Showtime” performance season. 

Vice President Qiu Weijie and Council 

Chairman of the College of Humanities 

Wang Binghua, as well as many students, 

came to watch the play.  Beginning 

i n  2 0 1 0 ,  t h e  “ C h i n e s e  S h o w t i m e ” 

performance season is an annual campus 

art activity supported by the Department 

of Drama and Film, Xiamen University, 

the Postgraduate Innovation Base for 

Drama and Film, Xiamen University, and 

the Drama, Film and Art Research Center, 

Xiamen University. Many stage plays, 

movies and traditional Chinese operas 

are performed during the performance 

season. The show’s organizational team 

consists of undergraduates, postgraduates 

and PhD students from all colleges.

12The Establishment of 
Xiamen University Alumni 

       Association of India
On May 19, the inauguration ceremony 

o f  t h e  X i a m e n  U n i v e rs i t y  A l u m n i 

Association of India was held in New 

Delhi, India. Officer Sun Meixing, the head 

of the Education Department of Embassy 

of the People’s Republic of China in the 

Republic of India, University General 

Alumni Association (GAA) President Zhu 

Chongshi, secretary-general of GAA Zeng 

Guobin, administrative leaders of the 

School of Medicine, Xiamen University 

and over 60 XMU alumni living or working 

in India attended the ceremony. 

Zhu also paid a visit to India’s 

leading specialty hospital, Apollo 

Hospitals, and met XMU alumni 

working there. During the visit, 

in-depth discussions were carried 

out between Apollo Hospitals 

and the School of Medicine, 

Xiamen University, in areas such 

as internship cooperation and 

resource sharing.

13Li-ion Battery Expert Gives 
a Lecture at XMU

On May 4, at the invitation of the College 

of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, 

Xiamen University, Prof. Jeff Dahn, world-

famous li-ion battery expert and Fellow of 

the Royal Society of Canada, visited XMU 

and delivered a speech entitled “A Personal 

Story about 30 Years of Development of 

Ni-rich Positive Electrode Materials for 

Li-ion Batteries”. Dahn is recognized as 

one of the pioneering developers of the 

lithium-ion battery now used worldwide 

in laptop computers and cell phones. His 

recent work has concentrated on increasing 

the energy density, improving the lifetime 

and lowering the cost of lithium ion 

batteries. 

14The 2nd XMU Forum on the 
Belt and Road Development

From April 28 to 29, the 2nd XMU Forum 

on the Belt and Road Development was 

held at the Science and Art Center of 

XMU. The theme of this year ’s forum 

was “Improving the global economic 

governance system, promoting common 

prosperity and development globally, and 

offering Chinese wisdom for building a 

community of shared future for mankind”. 

More than 200 experts and scholars from 

countries and regions along the Belt and 

Road gathered to discuss topics concerning 

opportunities and challenges arising 

during the Belt and Road construction. On 

April 28, Chairman of University Council 

Zhang Yan addressed the audience during 

the opening ceremony and said that XMU 

has made efforts to promote cooperation 

and communication in the field of higher 

education along the Belt and Road.

152019 Global Humanities 
Forum Held at XMU

W i t h  a n  a i m  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e 

development of humanities and promote 

communication and cooperation between 

humanities professionals, academics and 

students globally, from April 25 to 28, 

the 2019 Global Humanities Forum was 

hosted at XMU. The activity was organized 

by the International Council for Philosophy 

and Human Sciences and XMU. Themed 

“Ideal, Mission and Execution”, the 

forum attracted over 130 high-level 

scholars and leaders of academic 

institutions. A series of academic 

lectures, dialogues, open conferences 
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and seminars were held during the forum.

16The 13th XMU Teaching 
Competition Concludes

On April 19, the award ceremony of the 

13th XMU Teaching Competition was held 

on campus. Vice President Han Jiahuai 

attended the ceremony and extended 

congratulations to the prize winners. 

This year, the grand prize winner of the 

competition is Prof. Guo Feng from the 

School of Life Sciences, Xiamen University. 

On behalf  of prize-wining teachers, 

Guo delivered an acceptance speech in 

which he recognized the importance of 

craftsmanship spirit as a teacher. The 

competition lasted 5 months and winners 

were elected through several rounds of 

tests. 

17Medical Experts Share 
Latest Development in 

       Ophthalmology Research
On April 10, several well-known medical 

experts and scholars visited XMU and gave 

lectures to share the latest developments 

in the area of ophthalmology. Prof. Steven 

J. Fliesler from the University at Buffalo, 

New York, delivered an academic report 

entitled “Retinal Degenerations: The 

Isoprenoid Connection”, introducing 

the cure for Smith-Lemli-Opitz. Prof. Le 

YunZheng from the University of Oklahoma 

Health Sciences Center talked about the 

cure for age-related macular degeneration 

and diabetic retinopathy in his report titled 

“VEGF is a master regulator for neuronal 

integrity in diabetic retinopathy and 

hypoxic retinal diseases”. Prof. Andrew J. 

Quantock from Cardiff University gave a 

lecture on “Cell-independent extracellular 

matrix configuration in early corneal 

development”. Prof. Donald C. Hood 

from Columbia University introduced 

a  c o m m o n  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  c l i n i c a l 

ophthalmology with a report titled “Using 

OCT to improve our understanding and 

detection of glaucoma”.

           XMU Original Drama Goldbach       

        Conjecture Touches Audience
In celebration of the 98th anniversary 

of XMU, the original drama Goldbach 

Conjecture was performed at the Jiannan 

Auditorium from April 10 to 11. Goldbach 

Conjecture is based on the story of Mr. 

Chen Jingrun, a famous mathematician 

and an alumnus of XMU. The drama 

incorporates music and dance to portray 

the mathematician’s life, the most notable 

achievement being his solution to one 

of the best-known unsolved problems 

in mathematics: Goldbach Conjecture. 

Goldbach Conjecture, now a cultural 

signature of XMU, has been performed in 

many places around China, including the 

Great Hall of the People in Beijing.

19Nature Conference on Cellular 
Metabolism in Xiamen

From April 8 to 11, jointly organized by 

international journal Nature, online-only 

journal Nature Metabolism and XMU, the 

Nature Conference on Cellular Metabolism 

was held in Xiamen. The conference aims 

to bring together researchers working on 

different aspects of cellular metabolism 

to discuss fundamental questions such 

as how cells sense their metabolic status, 

how cells regulate their metabolism and 

how cellular metabolism, in turn, controls 

signaling and cellular function in different 

physiological contexts, in both normal and 

disease settings. Dr. Lewis Cantley from 

Weill Cornell Medical College and Dr. David 

Sabatini from Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology were keynote speakers at the 

conference. Twenty-seven experts in the 

field of cellular metabolism were invited 

to give plenary speeches.

20The Opening Ceremony of 
Xiang’an Hospital, Xiamen 

       University
On April 6, the grand opening ceremony 

of Xiang’an Hospital, Xiamen University 

took place in Xiamen. Xiang’an Hospital is 

the first directly affiliated hospital of XMU 

and a non-profit public hospital jointly 

built by Xiamen municipal government 

and XMU. Chairman of University Council 

Zhang Yan gave an address at the opening 

ceremony and expressed that XMU will 

strongly support the development of 

Xiang’an Hospital. In the afternoon, the 
Academician Forum on the Construction 
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and Development of Affiliated Hospital 

of Universities was held in the hospital 

with over 400 experts attending. At the 

forum, 6 academicians delivered lectures 

to share their opinions on the construction 

and development of university-affiliated 

hospitals. They said that they would carry 

out scientific research in cooperation 

with Xiang’an Hospital to help improve its 

overall quality of care and service.

21Xiamen University Forum 
for Industry & Education

On April 5, the Xiamen University Forum 

for Industry & Education was opened 

at the Science and Art Center. There 

were about 600 attendees, including 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  n a t i o n w i d e 

technology-based  enterpr i ses  and 

teachers and students of XMU. President 

Zhang Rong and Xiamen Municipal Bureau 

of Science and Technology official Lu 

Linbing addressed the forum. Themed 

“Focus on deepening the integration of 

industry and education, giving impetus to 

industrial transformation and upgrading, 

and fostering new engines of growth”, the 

forum consisted of three sessions: keynote 

speeches, guest interviews and the 

signing ceremony of university-enterprise 

cooperation projects. 

23President Zhang Rong Talks 
About Third-generation 

       Semiconductors 
On April 4, the official website of the 

Centra l  Commiss ion  for  D isc ip l ine 

Inspection televised the 9th episode of its 

original program “College and University”.  

President Zhang Rong was guest speaker 

for this episode, entitled “Magic third-

generation semiconductors”. In the first 

part of the episode themed “Lighting 

revolution: lighting up the world”, Zhang 

talked about the history of l ighting 

technologies and developments of the 

semiconductor lighting industry in China. 

Zhang noted that XMU’s research and 

development of astronautic standard solar 

cells has contributed to the development 

of second-generation semiconductors. In 

part two, “Semiconductors that promote 

social progress”, Zhang mainly introduced 

the applications of third-generation 

semiconductors (nitride semiconductors). 

24Multiple Interpretations of 
Traditional Chinese Culture at 

        the Ching Ming Culture Forum

On April 1, the Ching Ming Culture Forum 

hosted by the College of Humanities, 

Xiamen University, was held at the Concert 

Hall of the Science and Art Center. Prof. 

Zhou Changji, a retired professor of the 

Department of Chinese, Prof. Zhu Renqiu 

from the Department of Philosophy, Prof. 

Hu Xu and Prof. Man Xinying from the 

Department of Chinese, and Prof. Li Zhijun 

from the Department of History were 

invited to share their views about Ching 

Ming culture from various angles. The 

activity was held on the eve of the Ching 

Ming Festival (a traditional Chinese festival 

of worship) to commemorate school 

founder Mr. Tan Kah Kee and celebrate 

the 98th anniversary of XMU. The forum 

aims to inform students and teachers of 

the origins and customs of the Ching Ming 

Festival and promote the inheritance 

of traditional Chinese culture. It was 

broadcast live and over 4,000 people 

watched it online. 

25XMU Scientific Research 
Achievements Expo

On April  1, XMU Scientific Research 

Achievements Expo was opened at XMU 

and Vice President Jiang Yunbao gave an 

                   XMU Celebrates  98th Anniversary
On April 6, the celebration conference for the 98th anniversary of XMU started at the 

Jiannan Auditorium with over 3,000 attendees including guests, alumni from around the 

world and XMU students and teachers. At the conference, an award ceremony was held 

to recognize outstanding teachers and students. Prof. William Brown, Prof. Wei Chuanyi, 

Prof. Zhao Yufen and Prof. Qiu Shuyuan won the XMU Outstanding Contribution Award. 

Seven research teams, including the “Luohua New Materials——Global Leader of Laser 

Fluorescent Ceramic” team, won the XMU “Tonglin” Award, the top award for students. 

address at the opening ceremony. The 

exhibition covered an area of 323 square 

meters and consisted of 4 exhibition 

areas. XMU’s scientific research teams 

and the construction of scientific research 

platforms were integral elements of the 

display. The exhibition also showed major 

technology innovation results XMU has 

achieved over the past 5 years in areas 

including marine sciences, biomedicine 

and chemical engineering.

26XMU to Offer Artif icial 
Intelligence Major

In March, XMU’s application for setting 

up the Artificial Intelligence (AI) major 

for undergraduates was approved by 

the Ministry of Education, PRC. XMU will 

become one of the first 35 colleges to 

offer this major in China. The major will 

serve to cultivate innovative talents for 

the development of AI.

27The 3rd XMU Aquatic Sports 
Meeting

From March 30 to 31, the 3rd XMU 

Aquatic Sports Meeting was held at 

the Siyuan Valley reservoir. The event 

was hosted by the Physical Education 

Department, Xiamen University, and 

organized by the Xiamen University 

Boat Association. The schedule of the 

compet i t ion  inc luded a  10-person 

dragon boat race, 150-meter canoeing 

race and 150-meter paddling race. Both 

teachers and students of the school could 

participate in the competition. This year, 

the dragon boat race was added to the 

sports meeting as an event. Dragon 

boat racing is an ancient watersport 

with a history of 2,000 years throughout 

southern China.  

28The 4th National Material 
Design Competition for 

       College Students
From March 30 to 31, the 4th National 

M a t e r i a l  D e s i g n  C o m p e t i t i o n  fo r 

College Students (MDC) was held at 

XMU. Launched in November 2018 and 

jointly hosted by XMU and the National 

College Students Alliance for Innovation 

&  E nt re p re n e u rs h i p  P ra c t i c e ,  t h e 

competition attracted 131 teams from 

50 colleges all over the nation. A total 

of 8 teams entered the final, with the 

Top Prizes going to Harbin Institute of 

Technology and XMU.

29S ix teen XMU Subjects 
Listed Among the Top 1%

According to the latest statistics published 

in March 2019 by Essential  Science 

Indicators (ESI), XMU’s subject Physics 

was listed among the top 1% globally. ESI 

is an important analysis and evaluation 

tool that measures the performance of 

scientific research and tracks the trends 

of science development. ESI was launched 

by the American Institute of Science and 

Technology, a world-famous academic 

information publishing institution. So far, a 

total of 16 XMU subjects have been listed 

among the top 1% according to ESI.

        President Zhang Rong   

        Interviewed by People’s  
        Daily
During the National People’s Congress and 

the Chinese People's Political 

Consultat ive Conference 

(NPC & CPPCC) in March 

2019, XMU President 

a n d  N P C  d e p u t y 

Zhang  Rong  was 

i n t e r v i e w e d  b y 

P e o p l e ’s  D a i l y . 

Zhang said that he had two proposals for 

the NPC and CPPCC. First, he hoped that 

the central government could pay more 

attention to colleges’ and universities’ 

role in the Belt and Road Initiative so that 

Chinese higher education institutions 

could expand their global outreach. 

Secondly,  Zhang thought that more 

support was needed to strengthen the 

education cooperation in the field of 

innovation and entrepreneurship across 

the Taiwan-Strait.

31T h e  2 0 1 9  X M U - K P M G 
National Business Case 

       Competition

On March  2 ,  the  2019 XMU-KPMG 

National Business Case Competition 

was held on campus. Hosted by XMU 

with KPMG as the title sponsor, the 

activity is an annual invitational business 

case competition that brings together 

undergraduates of 10 elite universities 

from mainland China, Hong Kong, and 

Taiwan. This year, Zhejiang University’s 

team “Financial Geeks” won the top prize 

with the case of medical diagnosis and 

treatment based on gene information by 

means of big data. XMU’s team “Avocado”, 

along with another six teams, won the 

prize for excellence. 
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Malaysian Special Envoy to 
China Visits XMU
On June 8, Mr. Tan Kok Wai, the Malaysian Special Envoy to 

China, visited XMU and was received by President Zhang 

Rong. 

Zhang expressed gratitude to the Malaysian government 

for supporting the construction of Xiamen University 

Malaysia (XMUM), the first overseas outreach by Chinese 

higher education institutions. Tan said that the Malaysian 

government would continue to work with XMU to make the 

campus more international and diverse.

Turkish Media Delegation 
Visits XMU
On May 20, a Turkish media delegation visited XMU 

and was received by Vice-President Yang Bin. 

Yang said that XMU was willing to cooperate with 

Turkish universities and colleges, and hoped that 

Turkish media could help promote exchanges between 

Chinese and Turkish universities.

XMU and Syracuse University Sign 
a Memorandum of Cooperation
On May 16, Kent Syverud, the President of Syracuse University 

led a delegation to visit XMU and President Zhang Rong 

received the guests. 

During their meeting, both sides signed a memorandum of 

cooperation to deepen collaboration and promote the joint 

cultivation of talents, mutual academic visits and scientific 

research cooperation.
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XMU Delegation Led by President 
Zhang Rong Visits the U.S.
On April 10 to 13, at the invitation of the organizing 

committee of the China Education Symposium and several 

partner universities, President Zhang Rong led a delegation to 

the United States. 

Zhang attended the 2019 China Education Symposium and 

delivered a keynote speech at a parallel session. Zhang also 

visited New York University and the Teachers College of 

Columbia University.

01

Turkey’s Ambassador to 
China Visits XMU
On March 7, Mr. Abdulkadir Emin Onen, the Turkey’s 

ambassador to China, led a delegation to visit XMU 

and was received by Vice President Yang Bin. 

During the discussions, the two sides talked about 

the possibility of initiating a systematic Chinese 

language training program in Turkey and opening 

Turkish learning institutions in China.

02

Turkey

Malaysia

U.S.A.
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Lithuania

France

Thailand
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Director of the Museum of Black 
Civilizations Visits XMU
On April 27, Mr. Hamady Bocoum, the director of the Museum of 

Black Civilizations, visited XMU and exchanged views on academic 

cooperation with President Zhang Rong. 

In their meeting, Bocoum pointed out that Africa and China share 

common interests in maintaining close academic exchanges. 

Bocoum said African countries need China’s support in terms 

of scientific research and technology, and Chinese students 

are welcome to visit Africa for archaeological research and 

anthropological studies.

07

President Zhang Rong Meets the 
Consul General of the Consulate 
General of Thailand in Xiamen
On May 27, President Zhang Rong received Ms. Karntimon Ruksakiati, 

the Consul General of the Consulate General of Thailand in Xiamen. 

Zhang briefed the guests on XMU’s major achievements in Southeast 

Asia studies. Ruksakiati expressed that the Consulate General would 

continue to support educational and cultural communication and 

cooperation between XMU and Thailand.

10

University Côte d' Azur Delegation 
Visits XMU
On April 18, a delegation of 8 people from University Côte d' 

Azur (UCA) visited XMU and both sides reached a preliminary 

consensus on cooperation in many disciplines.

Members of the delegation included Prof. Emmanuel Tric, the 

President of Université de Nice Sophia-Antipolis, Mrs. Véronique 

Paquis, the Deputy Mayor of Nice, Prof. Stéphane Ngô Maï, the 

Vice-President of UCA and Prof. Jean Christophe Martin, the Vice 

President of UCA.

06

Delegation of Vytautas 
Magnus University visits 
XMU
On March 28, Dr. Ineta Dabasinskiene, the Vice 

President of Vytautas Magnus University, led a 

delegation to visit XMU.

Both sides reached a preliminary consensus on 

interschool cooperation in various forms.

08

President Zhang Rong Meets a 
delegation from Po Leung Kuk
On March 23, a Hong Kong Po Leung Kuk (PLK) delegation 

visited XMU and met President Zhang Rong.

Zhang welcomed the delegation and had a deep exchange 

with Mr. Kevin Yeung Yun-hung, the Secretary for Education 

of the HKSAR Government and Ms. Chu Lee Yuet Wah, the 

chairman of the board of PLK.

09

Hong Kong, China

Senegal
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Vice-President Yang Bin Leads a 
Delegation to Visit the UK
From April 27 to May 3, Vice-President Yang Bin led a 

delegation to visit Newcastle University and University of 

Hull, and in addition attended the 10th University President 

Conference of Global U8 Consortium Members in the UK.

In the UK, Yang paid a visit to Newcastle University (NCL) 

where he exchanged views on the international promotion 

of Chinese Language with Mr. Richard Davies, the Council 

Chairman of the Confucius Institute at NCL. Yang also 

visited University of Hull and attended the 10th University 

President Conference of Global U8 Consortium Members.

12

University of Quebec in 
Montreal Delegation Visits 
XMU
On March 22, Dr. Danielle Laberge, the Vice 

President of the University of Quebec in Montreal, 

led a delegation to visit XMU. 

Both sides reached a preliminary agreement on a 

student exchange program, collaborative education 

program and mutual academic visits.

11

Australian Guests Visit XMU
On March 15, Mr. Alistair Coe, the Liberal leader 

of the Australian Capital Territory Legislature led a 

delegation to visit XMU. 

Vice-President Yang Bin received the guests and 

both sides discussed the improvement of academic 

exchange and education cooperation.

15

Vice-President Yang Bin visits 
Turkey
On May 2 to 3, Vice-President Yang Bin led a delegation to visit 

Turkey where they visited Koc University, Bogazici University 

and Istanbul Technical University to strengthen communication 

and expand cooperation with Turkish universities. 

Yang also visited the Consulate General of the People’s Republic 

of China in Istanbul and exchanged views with Consul General 

Cui Wei on issues including the construction of the Confucius 

Institute and the Belt and Road Initiative.

13

Assistant Secretary of Philippine 
Foreign Affairs Department Visits XMU
On May 20, a Turkish media delegation visited XMU On April 8, the 

delegation from the Department of Foreign Affairs, Republic of the 

Philippines, led by Mr. Generoso Calonge paid a visit to Xiamen 

University. 

Calonge is the Assistant Secretary and Director of the Maritime and 

Ocean Affairs Office, the Department of Foreign Affairs, Republic of 

the Philippines. Vice-President Yang Bin welcomed the delegation and 

hosted a meeting. Calonge said that he would like to see more academic 

cooperation and communication on marine affairs with XMU in the future.

Global Outlook Newsletter Summer 2019
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Discovery

n April 1, 2019, Prof. Zhang Xiaokun 

of the School of Pharmaceutical 

Sciences, Xiamen University published 

a research paper entitled “Oncogenic 

potential of truncated RXRα during colitis-

associated colorectal tumorigenesis by 

promoting IL-6-STAT3 signaling” in the 

journal Nature Communications. The paper 

reveals the mechanism by which tRXRα 

regulates inflammatory signaling through 

inflammatory cells and promotes the 

development of colitis-associated colon 

cancer, and that tRXRα-specific target small 

molecule K-80003 can bind tRXRα to inhibit 

the development of colitis-associated colon 

cancer.

There are more than 300,000 clinical 

patients diagnosed with colorectal cancer 

each year in China, making it the third most 

common cancer, and its domestic morbidity 

and mortality rates are more than twice 

the world average. The targeted anticancer 

drug molecule K-80003 independently 

developed by  Zhang was approved by 

the US FDA for clinical trial on December 

30, 2016. It has officially entered the 

clinical human trial stage, which takes 

place before the new drug is marketed, 

and clinical trials are being carried out 

in patients with advanced colorectal 

cancer. The revolutionary nature of this 

discovery is prominent in that it combines 

the three innovations of anti-cancer:“new 

mechanism”, “new target” and “discovery, 

clarification and development of new drug 

molecular structure”. It is the first time that 

Prof. Zhang Xiaokun’s Group Reveals the 
Regulation of Colon Cancer and Progress in 
Anticancer Research

The findings provide new insight into tRXRα action and identify a promising tRXRα ligand for 
treating CAC.

Newsletter Summer 2019

*Professor Zhang Xiaokun and his colleagues
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and is broken down by a particular enzyme into an incomplete 

tRXRα mutant. This incomplete tRXRα mutein is structurally and 

functionally different from RXRα. At the cellular level, we found that 

incomplete tRXRα promotes tumor cell growth, whereas intact RXRα 

protein does not. To further validate the tumor-promoting function 

of the tRXRα mutant, we established a transgenic mouse expressing 

tRXRα. In the mouse colon cancer model, the number and size of 

tumors in mice expressing the tRXRα protein were higher than 

those in mice that did not express the tRXRα protein, suggesting 

that tRXRα protein can promote the growth of colon tumor cells. 

We also found that tRXRα promotes the growth of colorectal cancer 

by increasing the inflammatory response of colorectal cancer 

cells, demonstrating that tRXRα is a new oncoprotein (a protein 

which can cause a normal cell to transform into a tumor cell). Like 

normal RXRα, it also has a compound binding pocket that binds to 

small molecule compounds. We found in some experiments that a 

compound called “K-80003” can 

bind to tRXRα and inhibit the 

effect of tRXRα oncoprotein on 

the growth of colorectal tumors. 

K-80003 is expected to be a 

new drug for the treatment of 

colorectal cancer.

Q: How would you describe 
your research to a college 
student without medical 
background?
 A：Drugs generally exert their 

therapeutic effects by binding to biological macromolecules in cells, 

mainly in combination with proteins or nucleic acids. Drug-bound 

biomacromolecules are called drug targets and most drugs can find 

the target of its combination. Under the premise of understanding 

the structure of biological macromolecules, we can continuously 

optimize the chemical structure of the drug to find a drug with 

better efficacy and lower side effects, that is, a target drug. 

Different from traditional chemotherapeutic drugs, target drugs 

have good curative effect and minor side effects, and are the main 

direction of innovative drug research and development in the world 

today. Drug target research has an extremely important role in 

promoting the discovery and development of drugs. The discovery 

of a new target can lead to the production of a series of new drugs 

with great economic and social significance. Therefore, the current 

competition in drug development in the world mainly focuses on 

the research of drug targets. We have previously reported in Cancer 

Cell International that a mutant that expresses a nuclear receptor 

RXR in tumor cells is called tRXR. RXR is an important protein of 

vitamins and fatty acids in the conductor. Whether the mutant can 

be used as a tumor drug target is an important scientific issue and 

is of great significance for the development of specific anticancer 

drugs. The article reports on the transgenic mice expressing tRXR 

that we have established and the analysis results. Our results 

indicate that the risk of colorectal cancer in tRXR transgenic mice 

is greatly increased, revealing the carcinogenic function of tRXR 

and its feasibility as a new target for anticancer drugs. To further 

validate our conclusion, we investigated the anticancer effect of the 

small molecule compound K-80003 in tRXR transgenic mice and found 

that K-80003 specifically binds to tRXR and inhibits the role of tRXRα in 

promoting tumors. These scientific findings have found a new type of 

cancer drug target and a development potential of the anticancer drug 

candidate K-80003 with independent intellectual property rights.

Q: How can this research benefit our lives or inspire us?
 A：The occurrence of tumors is not only related to one’s genetics, 

but also related to our living environment and lifestyle. If the cells 

in  our  body are  constant ly 

exposed to harmful substances, 

it will increase the probability 

of tumor occurrence. We found 

that the tRXR nuclear receptor 

mutein  i s  produced dur ing 

normal cell carcinogenesis, but 

the cell carcinogenesis process 

can be regulated. For example, 

moldy potatoes, foods that have 

passed their shelf life, and green 

vegetables that have been left 

overnight may contain harmful 

substances. Long-term consumption of such foods may accelerate 

the carcinogenesis of cells, promote the production of tRXR mutein, 

and further accelerate the production and proliferation of cancer 

cells. Our study also found that tRXR mutants play an important 

role in the transformation of inflammation into cancer. The fast 

development of society enhances people’s life rhythm and work 

pressure, leading to varying degrees of inflammatory response, 

which is a major cause of many inflammatory diseases such as 

obesity, diabetes and certain tumors. Our research results further 

prove that in our daily life we should prioritize having a healthy 

body to reduce unnecessary inflammatory reactions and related 

diseases. It also reveals that the new small molecule compound 

K-80003, discovered in our previous period with independent 

intellectual property rights, has a specific and effective inhibitory 

effect on the tumor drug target of tRXR. Currently K-80003 has been 

approved by the US Food and Drug Administration to enter clinical 

trials for K-ras mutant colorectal cancer. At present, there is no 

small molecule drug for K-ras mutant colorectal cancer patients in 

the world. If K-80003 can finally become a real drug through clinical 

trials, it is great news for colorectal patients.
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China has conducted its independent R&D 

of anticancer drugs from the initial stage.

The “new target” of anticancer drugs 

discovered by Professor Zhang’s team is 

tRXRα, a mutant of the nuclear receptor 

RXRα produced in tumor cells.  Since 

the discovery of this target in 2010, the 

research team has carried out a series 

of cutting-edge research around its key 

role in promoting tumor development 

and its feasibility as a drug target. The 

research team successfully generated 

tRXRα transgenic mice, and described 

the function and mechanism of tRXRα in 

promoting umorigenesis in animals and its 

feasibility and specificity as a drug target for 

the treatment of colon cancer. This study 

further clarified that the K-80003 molecule 

has a specific and efficient anti-tumor 

effect.

The research team first generated 

tRXRα-flox transgenic mice and obtained 

systemic overexpression of tRXRα mice (Tg-

tRXRα) and tissue-specific overexpressing 

tRXRα mice using the Cre-loxp system. The 

carcinogen AOM can induce DNA mutations 

in intestinal epithelial cells and promote cell 

proliferation, while the pro-inflammatory 

agent DSS destroys intestinal mucosa to 

promote inflammation. In the AOM/DSS-

induced enteritis and intestinal cancer 

model, Tg-tRXRα mice have higher numbers 

of tumors and more tumor diversity than 

WT mice, proving that tRXRα can promote 

the occurrence and development of tumors.

Further studies have found that tRXRα 

promotes up-regulation of inflammatory 

cytok ines  IL -6  and TNFα,  increased 

macrophage infiltration, and activation 

of STAT3 in enteritis cancer tissues. The 

inflammatory cells specific overexpressing 

tRXRα mice obtained by mating tRXRα-flox 

mice and lysM-cre mice verified the tumor-

promoting effect of tRXRα in inflammatory 

cells. Studies on the molecular mechanism 

have demonstrated that tRXRα interacts 

with TRAF6 in inflammatory cells, promoting 

ubiquitination of TRAF6, degradation of 

IκBα, and activation of the NF-κB signaling 

pathway. The NF-κB signaling pathway is a 

classical inflammatory signal that regulates 

the express ion of  the inf lammatory 

cytokines IL-6 and TNFα. Up-regulation 

of IL-6 promotes the activation of STAT3, 

thereby promoting the proliferation of 

intestinal tumor cells.

Signif icantly,  tRXRα was found to 

*Fig. tRXRα interacts with TRAF6 to activate NF-κB to promote tumor cell growth

*Fig.The research paper in Nature Communications

be highly expressed in different colon 

cancer stages in clinical intestinal cancer 

specimens, suggesting that tRXRα is a good 

specific target for the treatment of colon 

cancer. The sulindac derivative K-80003, 

also developed by Zhang’s group, can bind 

tRXRα in a unique way, inducing tRXR to 

form tetramers, thereby inhibiting the 

interaction of tRXRα with TRAF6, NF-κB 

activity and colon tumor growth. K-80003’s 

specific and effective anti-tumor effect is 

expected to make it a low-toxic and high-

efficiency anticancer drug.
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Q: How would you describe 
your research to a middle 
school student?
 A：Protein is the main performer 

of cel lular function. Different 

proteins have different structures 

and functions. Our group mainly 

studies the function of the RXRα 

protein, which is very important 

in the human body. It  plays a 

certain role in many diseases, and 

it has a pocket of small molecular 

compound binding, which can be 

combined with a compound such 

as a drug. When combined with a 

compound, its biological function is 

regulated by it, so a small molecule 

compound that binds to RXR can 

be found to treat various diseases. 

In the study, we found that RXRα 

i s  m u tate d  i n  t u m o r  t i s s u e s 
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significance and practical application value 

to identify the morphological features of 

neurons in the brain for the classification of 

neurons and the study of brain function in 

both healthy and diseased people. Current 

microscopy techniques can acquire large-

scale images of three-dimensional neuron 

clusters. However, digital reconstruction 

and analysis of the morphological features 

of these neuron clusters remains a problem. 

Therefore, the research team designed a 

mathematical model and reconstruction 

algorithm to characterize the morphology 

of neurons. On this basis, a new tool, 

called G-Cut, for reconstructing neuron 

morphology from 3D neuron cluster 

images was proposed. It has practical 

application value in large-scale neuronal 

morphological reconstruction and analysis, 

and has important scientific significance for 

accelerating brain mapping projects.

The brain is one of the most complex 

systems in the universe. There are about 

100 billion neurons in the brain of an adult. 

A single neuron usually has thousands 

of “synaptic” connections with other 

neurons, forming an extremely complex 

brain neural network with tens of billions 

of connections. The behavior and cognitive 

function of individual human beings are 

different, and they are constantly changing 

with age. One of the important factors 

is the difference and continuous change 

of brain neural network morphology and 

its connection. In addition, studies have 

shown that many neurological diseases, 

such as Alzheimer’s disease and autism, are 

related to morphological abnormalities of 

neurons in the brain. Therefore, combined 

with cutting-edge neuroimaging methods, 

advanced computational science and 

artificial intelligence, quantitative analysis 

of the types and forms of neurons is the 

basis for unlocking the secrets of the brain 

and gaining insight into the complex and 

advanced cognitive functions of human 

beings such as perception, learning, 

emotion, memory and reasoning. It can also 

provide a theoretical reference for brain-

like calculations, artificial intelligence, and 

neurological and psychiatric diseases.

At present, thanks to the latest brain 

tissue cleaning technology 

and microscopic imaging 

technology,  researchers 

c a n  m o re  e a s i l y  o b ta i n 

high-resolution, complete 

images of neuron clusters in 

brain tissue. However, it is 

very difficult to accurately 

reconstruct  and analyze 

the  neuron morphology 

f rom 3D neuron c luster 

i m a g e s  w h e r e  t h o s e 

densely distributed neurons 

o ve r l a p  a n d  i nte r t w i n e 

with each other. Most of 

t h e  c u r r e n t  n e u r o n  3 D 

reconstruction and analysis 

tools are only suitable for the 

morphological reconstruction 

of a single neuron instead 

of multiple neurons from 

n e u ro n  c l u ste r  i m a ge s , 

and the quality of neuron 

reconstruction affects the quantitative 

analysis of morphological features and 

functions of neurons. Therefore, it is 

urgent to develop new software tools to 

obtain accurate neuron morphological 

re co n st r u c t i o n  res u l t s  f ro m  t h re e -

dimensional neuron cluster images. 

In  response to  th is  problem,  the 

research team proposed a new three-

dimensional neuron cluster reconstruction 

tool: G-Cut. Specifically, in order to measure 

the correlation between neuronal cell 

bodies and neurites, the research team 

found the regularity and morphological 

information from the statistical analysis of 

existing large-scale neuromorphic datasets 

with annotations. The researchers then 

transformed the reconstruction of the 

neuron cluster into a graph segmentation 

problem of the topological connection map 

formed by the connections between the 

neurites, and used neuronal morphological 

laws and information to find the optimal 

solution to the problem in all associations 

between neurites and neuronal cell bodies. 

Compared with the existing methods, G-Cut 

achieves higher reconstruction accuracy on 

neuron cluster images of different densities 

and sizes by being tested on different synthetic 

datasets and real brain tissue image datasets.
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n  A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 1 9 ,  P h . D.  Z h a n g 

Junsong’s team of the School of 

Informatics, Xiamen University(XMU), and 

Hong-Wei Dong’s team of the University 

of Southern California published a paper 

entitled “Precise Segmentation of Densely 

Interweaving Neuron Clusters Using G-Cut” 

in Nature Communications. It is the first 

time that a research paper from the School 

of Informatics, XMU, has been selected by a 

journal published by the Nature Publishing 

Group.

The diverse neuronal categories in the 

brain have different morphological features 

and perform different functions. The 

enumeration and characterization of these 

neurons is listed by the BRAIN Initiative as 

one of the most challenging issues in the 

field of brain science. It is of great scientific 

Ph.D. Zhang Junsong’s Team Propose G-Cut to 
Segment Neuron Clusters into Individual Neurons

A new tool called G-Cut for reconstructing neuron morphology from 3D neuron cluster images 
was proposed, significant in accelerating the pace of mapping the human brain.

*Ph.D. Zhang Junsong’s team from the School of Informatics, Xiamen University
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n May 11, 2019, world-renowned 

medical journal JNCI (Journal of 

the National Cancer Institute) published 

an article entitled “Efficacy, safety, and 

immunogenicity of an Escherichia coli-

produced bivalent human papillomavirus 

v a c c i n e :  A n  i n t e r i m  a n a l y s i s  o f  a 

randomized clinical trial” by Professor Xia 

Ning-Shao’s team from the School of Public 

Health, Xiamen University. 

The article reports the interim analysis 

results of the Phase III clinical trial of the E. 

coli -produced bivalent HPV-16/18 vaccine 

independently developed by XMU and Xiamen 

Innovax Biotech CO., LTD. (INNOVAX). This 

is the first domestic human papillomavirus 

(HPV) vaccine to enter clinical trials and be 

submitted for drug registration application. It 

is expected to become the world’s fourth HPV 

vaccine to come into the market and is highly 

regarded by international organizations such 

as the World Health Organization and the 

Gates Foundation.

HPV is the most common viral infection 

of the genital tract. Persistent infection with 

carcinogenic types can cause almost all 

cervical cancers. HPV types 16 and 18 are the 

most harmful, responsible for approximately 

70% of cervical cancer cases globally. A large 

majority (>85%) of cervical cancer cases 

occur in developing countries, where cervical 

cancer accounts for approximately 12% of all 

cancers in women worldwide. Prophylactic 

HPV vaccines are expected to reduce or even 

eventually eliminate cervical cancer caused 

by vaccine types and reduce the burden of 

HPV-related diseases.

T h e  s t u d y  w a s  a  m u l t i c e n t e r, 

randomized, double-blind, controlled 

(hepatitis E vaccine) phase 

III clinical trial conducted in 

healthy women aged 18-45 at 

five study sites in four centers 

in China. A total  of 7,372 

volunteers  were enrol led 

(3,689 people in the vaccine 

group and 3,683 people in the 

control group). The analysis 

results of the phase III clinical trial showed 

that in the PPS population, the protection 

rate of the test vaccine for HPV-16 and/or 

HPV-18 infection-related lesions (CIN2+ and/

or VIN2+ and/or VaIN2+) was 100.0% (95% 

CI: 55.6% - 100.0%), while the protection rate 

for HPV-16 and/or HPV-18 persistent infection 

(over 6 months) was 97.8% (95% CI: 87.1% 

- 99.9%). Unexpected or serious adverse 

events associated with vaccination did not 

occur during the trial, and no congenital 

Phase III Clinical Trial of New Cervical Cancer 
Vaccine Reported in JNCI

The E. coli-produced HPV-16/18 (a common cause of cervical cancer) vaccine is well tolerated 
and highly efficacious against HPV-16/18–associated high-grade genital lesions and persistent 
infection in women.

anomalies or pregnancy complications related 

to vaccination occurred. The test vaccine 

induced high levels of HPV-16 and HPV-18-

neutralizing antibodies and IgG antibodies 

which persist for at least 42 months. The 

results confirm that the E. coli-produced 

bivalent HPV-16/18 vaccine independently 

developed by XMU is well tolerated and 

highly efficacious in preventing high grade 

genital lesions and persistent infection 

associated with HPV-16/18.

The E. coli-produced bivalent HPV-

16/18 vaccine was developed using the 

original E. coli prokaryotic expression 

system, which has a stable process, high 

productivity and low production cost, and 

can provide a high quality and affordable 

HPV vaccine for developing countries. It 

is of great significance for global cervical 

cancer prevention and control.
*Fig. The Phase III clinical trial of the E. coli-
produced bivalent HPV-16/18 vaccine

*Professor Xia Ning-Shao
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Q: How would you describe your 
research to a middle school 
student?
 A：Cervical cancer is the 2nd most 

common cancer in women aged 15 to 

44 years in the world, and it is mainly 

caused by HPV infection. Persistent 

infection with carcinogenic types may 

not only lead to cervical cancer, but also 

lead to anogenital and oropharyngeal 

cancers. Three safe and highly effective 

HPV vaccines (commonly known as 

“cervical cancer vaccines”) are currently 

commercialized, however, the high cost 

and insufficient supply of the current 

vaccines have greatly slowed the pace of 

their implementation. We independently 

developed a novel cervical cancer vaccine 

using patented technology, which was 

shown to be safe and can prevent 100.0% 

of HPV-16/18–related high-grade genital 

lesions in women. It is expected to 

become the first domestic cervical cancer 

vaccine to come into the market.

Q: How would you describe your 
research to a college student 
without a medical background?
 A：HPV infection causes 99.7% of 

cerv ica l  cancer  cases  worldwide. 

There are about 14 high-risk HPV 

types which can cause several types 

of cancer, among which HPV type 16 

and 18 are the most harmful and are 

responsible for approximately 84.5% 

of cervical cancer cases. The three 

HPV vaccines (commonly known as 

“cervical cancer vaccines”) that are 

currently commercialized face problems 

of high cost and insufficient supply, 

great ly  s lowing the pace of  their 

implementation. The novel cervical 

cancer vaccine we have independently 

developed uses the original E. coli 

prokaryotic expression system. The 

interim analysis results of the Phase III 

clinical trial show that the vaccine is well 

tolerated and the efficacy of the vaccine 

for HPV-16 and/or HPV-18 infection-

related precancerous lesions is 100.0%. 

Q: How can this research benefit 
our lives or inspire us?
 A：Until now, commercialized HPV 

vaccines have all been produced abroad; 

furthermore, they are expensive and 

supplies are insufficient. The novel HPV-

16/18 vaccine developed by Xiamen 

University has been proved to be as 

safe and effective as the marketed 

vaccines in large Phase III clinical trials. 

It is worth noting that the new HPV 

vaccine was produced by the original 

E. coli prokaryotic expression system, 

which is stable, highly productive and 

comes with lower cost. Licensure of this 

vaccine would dramatically increase the 

supply of vaccines and reduce the cost 

of vaccination. Due to this achievement, 

the coverage of cervical cancer vaccine 

would be greatly increased in China 

and also possibly in other developing 

countries, which is of great significance 

for achieving the global strategic goal of 

eliminating cervical cancer by 2030.
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R ecently, Prof. Lin Shengcai’s team 
from the School of Life Sciences, 

Xiamen University, published a study 

ent i t led  “Hierarchica l  act ivat ion of 

compartmentalized pools of AMPK depends 

on severity of nutrient or energy stress” as 

a cover article in Cell Research. 

AMPK (AMP-activated protein kinase) 

plays a central role in sensing energy and 

nutrient levels to maintain metabolic 

homeostasis. Targeting and activating 

AMPK through drugs can potential ly 

alleviate diabetes, delay aging, and reduce 

the risk of cancer. Therefore, since the late 

1990s,  AMPK has been a 

popular target for metabolic 

drugs. However, the drugs 

which are currently used 

indiscr iminately  act ivate 

A M P K  a n d  h av e  c e r t a i n 

limitations. 

The design of a strategy 

for targeting AMPK from a 

physiological perspective 

r e q u i r e s  a  s o l i d  a n d 

systemat ic  bas i s  for  the 

study of AMPK regulation and function 

in vivo. It is known that AMPK is localized 

to many subcel lular regions such as 

cytosol, lysosome, mitochondria and 

nucleus. Therefore, it is of great interest to 

understand the spatiotemporal regulation 

of these AMPK pools.

In this study, Lin’s team tested the AMPK 

response to glucose or energy deficiency 

in different subcellular components. They 

found that varying degrees of energy 

stress can activate AMPK in different 

regions through different mechanisms 

and cause phosphorylation of distinct 

sets of substrates. First, when the cell 

has  a  g lucose concentrat ion of  less 

than 5 mM (the AMP/ATP ratio has not 

changed), AMPK on the lysosome is first 

phosphorylated and activated; later, when 

the glucose level falls further, the cytosolic 

AMPK begins to be activated; and when the 

energy in the cell is severely deficient, the 

AMPK on the mitochondria is activated at 

last. This research reveals for the first time 

the phenomenon of AMPK activation in 

Q: How would you describe your 
research to a middle school 
student?
 A：There is a famous saying of Zhuang-

zi (Chuang-tze) that “You cannot speak 

of ocean to a well-frog, which is limited 

by his abode (space); you cannot speak 

of ice to a summer insect, which is 

limited by his short life (time)”. It points 

out that limitations of space or time 

can make people short-sighted. For 

proteins inside the cell, it is necessary 

to fully understand the characteristics 

and functions of different proteins in 

different time and space in order to 

effectively develop drugs for these 

proteins. AMPK, a protein that regulates 

cellular metabolism, is an important 

potential target for the treatment of a 

variety of metabolic-related diseases. 

Our work demonstrates the AMPK 

act ivat ion process and functional 

differences in different regions of the 

cell at different energy levels.

Q: How would you describe your 
research to a college student 
without a medical background?
   A：Metabolic diseases such as diabetes, 

obesity, and tumors are closely related 

to intracellular metabolically regulated 

proteins, so it is important to fully 

understand the nature and function of 

key metabolically regulated proteins for 

the treatment of metabolic diseases. 

However, studies on the temporal 

and spatial specific fine-regulation 

mechanisms of most proteins are still 

limited. Our work reveals the AMPK 

act ivat ion process and functional 

differences in AMPK, a pivotal protein 

that regulates cellular metabolism, at 

different energy levels and in different 

regions of the cell. This opens up the 

possibility of designing drugs for the 

time-space-specific function of AMPK.

Q: How can this research benefit 
our lives or inspire us?
 A：Most of the currently marketed 

drugs that function by regulating protein 

activity are not refined to the study of 

their temporal and spatial specificity. 

This may be an important reason why 

many targeted drugs have l imited 

efficacy or the individual's response is 

not good after use. The study of protein 

activity and function based on different 

spatiotemporal backgrounds is likely to 

provide new ideas for the development 

of targeted drugs and bring new hopes 

for the treatment of related diseases.

Prof. Lin Shengcai’s Team Reveals a Spatiotemporal 
Basis for Hierarchical Activation of Different Pools 
of AMPK 

different time and space, which is of great 

significance for developing pharmacological 

drugs that may mimic glucose deprivation 

or calorie restriction, so as to be useful in 

clinical applications.

Despite an enormous effort to develop 

useful drugs that can both activate AMPK 

and treat metabolic diseases, no clinically 

available drugs have been developed. Lin 

wondered if the side effects are caused by 

the pan-activation of all pools of AMPK. 

He believes that if we understand the 

different modes of AMPK activation in 

distinct allotments of space and time, we 

may utilize one of the modes, most likely 

the glucose-sensing lysosomal pathway, for 

developing the drugs. He could not help but 

think of Zhuang-zi (Chuang-tze)’s saying: 

“You cannot speak of ocean to a well-frog, 

which is limited by his abode (space). You 

cannot speak of ice to a summer insect, 

which is limited by his short life (time).” 

The Chinese characters are shown on the 

cover of the issue of Cell Research. In other 

words, only after we fully understand the 

bona fide regulatory mechanism of AMPK 

can we comprehend its meaning and 

develop better drugs.

*Professor Lin Shengcai

*Fig. Cover of Cell Research (Issue 6, 2019)
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For the first time, this work explores the physiological significance of AMPK from the spatiotemporal 
perspective and provides a long-awaited “panorama” in the field.
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n April 16, 2019, the “New Discovery 

and Innovation” column of the 

front page of Science and Technology Daily 

published the news titled “The world's 

first all-carbon electronic device with 

atomic precision” and reported the latest 

international research results from Prof. 

Hong Wenjing and Prof. Xie Suyuan of the 

State Key Laboratory of Physical Chemistry 

of Solid Surfaces, Xiamen University, and 

the Energy and Graphene Innovation 

Platform, and Prof. Colin Lambert’s team at 

Lancaster University. The research results 

were published online in the leading journal 

Nature Communications on April 15, 2019. Current ly,  micro-nanoelectronics 

t e c h n o l o g y  u s i n g  s i l i c o n - b a s e d 

semiconductors is approaching its physical 

size limit, and carbon-based devices are 

considered to be the most promising 

alternative to existing silicon-based devices 

because of their faster speed and lower 

power consumption. They set the future 

direction of  technology information 

devices. However, the preparation of all-

carbon electronic devices with atomic 

accuracy is still holding back the future of 

carbon-based chips. In response to this 

key technical issue, fullerene materials 

with atomic-scale structures and excellent 

electrical properties have been identified as 

a possible solution.

Based on the advantages of Xiamen 

U n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f 

fullerene materials, the research team 

has independently developed device 

preparation technology that constructs an 

all-carbon electronic device using fullerenes 

and graphene.  The technology uses 

graphene with perfect two-dimensional 

structure as the electrode, and fullerene 

with unique electronic properties as the 

core unit, overcoming the challenges 

brought about by the fact that the size of a 

single fullerene is less than 1 nanometer. In 

collaboration with Lambert in theoretical 

calculations, the all-carbon electronic 

device has been identified as having many 

new quantum properties in the field of 

electronics.

The World’s First All-Carbon Electronic Device with 
Atomic Precision is Available

“This interdisciplinary cooperation has pioneered the preparation technology of all-carbon electronic 
devices with atomic-level regular structures in the world, thus pushing carbon-based electronic devices 
to the extreme size of sub-nano, which is expected to become the core material and device for next-
generation carbon-based chip technology. This is of great significance for the development of all-
carbon electronics.” 

ecently, Prof. Chen Lixiang’s team 

of the College of Physical Science 

and Technology,  X iamen Univers i ty, 

published their latest research results 

on light field regulation and quantum 

pattern recognition in Physical Review 

Letters entitled “Structured-pump-enabled 

quantum pattern recognition”. The paper 

was selected as the Editors’ Suggestion 

on the homepage of the journal, and the 

American Physical Society (APS) website 

Physics also wrote a synopsis on the topic 

of “Face Recognition with Ghost Imaging” 

to highlight the work.

Pattern recognition has important 

applications in areas such as information 

security.  Compared with tradit ional 

co m p u te r- b a s e d  m et h o d s ,  o pt i ca l -

based pattern recognition technology is 

increasingly favored by researchers because 

of its parallel and efficient features. In 

addition, quantum-correlation-based 

pattern recognition, also known as ghost 

imaging,  has shown many attractive 

prospects in testing basic problems in 

quantum mechanics and in applications 

such as non-destructive bioimaging and 

high signal-to-noise ratio quantum imaging. 

It has become a popular research topic in 

the field of international physics.

Chen’s team used the light field control 

method to creatively use the spatial 

structure light field instead of the common 

fundamental mode Gaussian light field to 

pump the nonlinear crystal, thus effectively 

controlling the correlation characteristics of 

the entangled two-photon pair generated by 

the spontaneous parameter down-conversion. 

Specifically, they preload the face Fourier 

spectrum information of the standard target 

into the wave function of the entangled two-

photon, thereby physically constructing a 

quantum version of the Vander Lugt filter.

The team uses one photon of the 

entangled photon pair to illuminate the 

object to be detected, but can use another 

photon to read the correlation peak signal. 

That is, the photon itself used to acquire 

the correlation peak signal does not need 

to touch or illuminate the object to be 

detected. In other words, this is a non-local 

face recognition method based on quantum 

correlation. Moreover, the scheme can 

work at the single photon level, so the 

detected objects cannot feel the process 

of being recognized at all, so the image 

acquisition and information processing are 

well-concealed. The Physics website of the 

APS also commented that “researchers 

demonstrate a face recognition protocol 

that works without complex image analysis 

algorithms” and wil l  have important 

application prospects in the f ield of 

information security.

Prof. Chen Lixiang’s Team Achieves Progress 
in Light Field Regulation and Quantum Pattern 
Recognition Technology

Using a variation of a technique known as ghost imaging, the researchers demonstrate a face 
recognition protocol that works without complex image analysis algorithms.
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he research groups of  Prof.  L i 

Jianfeng and Prof. Cheng Jun from 

the College of Chemistry and Chemical 

Engineering, Xiamen University, made 

a  breakthrough in  the study of  the 

configuration of water molecules at solid/

liquid interfaces. Their research article “In 

situ probing electrified interfacial water 

structures at atomically flat surfaces” is 

published online in Nature Materials.

Water is ubiquitous in nature, and 

people have been studying water molecules 

for more than a century. Especially on the 

surface of materials, understanding the 

various physical and chemical processes 

occurring in the interfacial 

water from the atomic 

structure level will help 

to guide the development 

of better technologies 

and devices in the energy 

a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

f ie lds .  Par t i cu lar ly  in 

e lectrochemistry,  the 

detailed structure of the 

interfacial  water, such 

as its orientation in the electric double 

layer and the complex hydrogen bonding 

network, has a significant effect on the 

electrochemical  performance of  the 

electrode material. So far, tetrahedrally 

coordinated water, trihedrally coordinated 

water,  surface specif ical ly  adsorbed 

water, hydrophobic water and so on have 

been reported at metal/water interfaces 

using various vibrational spectroscopy 

techniques. However, a clear picture of 

how these types of interfacial water change 

in response to the applied potential is still 

missing. Hence, spectral detection on an 

atomic-scale flat single crystal surface will 

help reveal the mechanism of the interface 

react ion and the act iv i ty  related to 

configuration, which is of great significance 

for the study of electrochemical energy 

interfaces.

For the first time, surface-enhanced 

Raman spectroscopy without bulk water 

interference is used by Li’s group to obtain 

Prof. Li Jianfeng and Prof. Cheng Jun Collaborate to 
Study Water Molecules at Solid/Liquid Interfaces

By combining in situ Raman spectroscopy measurements and AIMD simulations, the researchers 
have revealed the evolution of three characteristic water configurations (‘parallel’, ‘one-H-down’ 
and ‘two-H-down’ water) at a well-defined atomically flat Au single-crystal surface during a potential 
sweep. Their findings shed light on our fundamental understanding of electric double layer and 
electrochemical processes at the interfaces.

Q: How would you describe your 
research to a middle school 
student?
 A：In the film Interstellar, astronauts 

regard water resources as  a  v ital 

indicator when looking for habitable 

planets beyond the Earth. Why is pure 

water so important? That is because 

in  water,  molecules  do  not  ex ist 

independently. The oxygen atoms in 

water molecules and the hydrogen 

atoms in other water molecules attract 

each other,  forming an extremely 

complex hydrogen bond network. In 

our research, we used spectroscopy to 

identify the shape of water molecules 

on the surface of gold materials and 

the hydrogen bond network. Water will 

rotate due to the difference in surface 

charge of the solid, which in turn causes a 

change in hydrogen bonds. This research 

will give us a deeper understanding of the 

shape of water molecules on the surface 

of different materials.

Q: How would you describe your 
research to a college student 
without a scientific background?
   A：The composition of the human body 

is up to 70% water molecules. As the 

most common solvent in natural science, 

water molecules have very important 

physicochemical properties in surface 

science and energy materials research. 

Using spectroscopy, we obtained the 

shape of molecules on the surface of 

noble metals at the atomic level for 

the first time, and applied different 

potentials on the gold surface to detect 

the change in response in real time. 

We found that, when the gold surface 

is scanned from a positive potential to 

a negative potential, water molecules 

change from the initial “flat” shape to 

a single hydrogen atom facing down, 

and then to two hydrogen atoms facing 

down. This process of change gives us 

a deeper understanding of the shape 

of water molecules adsorbed on the 

electrode surface in energy chemistry.

Q: How can this research benefit 
our lives or inspire us?
 A：Water molecules are one of the most 

important components of life systems 

and the most common solvent for 

energy chemistry. Water’s adsorption 

shape on the surface of solid materials 

and the hydrogen bonding network 

directly affect the performance of 

energy devices. If we can characterize 

the configuration of water molecules 

and the hydrogen bond structure, 

we can first reveal the regularities of 

distribution of the network of water 

molecules, which will lead to a better 

understanding of the physical and 

chemical processes of solid surfaces. 

From here we can then design energy 

devices and electrochemical catalysts 

more specifically in practical applications 

to improve energy efficiency.

the Raman signal of interfacial water on the 

surface of gold (111) and (100) single crystal 

electrodes. They combine in situ Raman 

spectroscopy and ab initio molecular 

dynamics, and distinguish 

two structural transitions of 

interfacial water at electrified 

Au single-crystal electrode 

surfaces. Towards negative 

potentials, the interfacial 

water molecules evolve from 

structurally ‘parallel’ to ‘one-

H-down’ and then to ‘two-H-

down’. 

Cheng’s research group uses ab initio 

molecular dynamics theory to simulate 

the three configurations of interfacial 

water in the electric double layer and 

the corresponding number of hydrogen 

bonds at different potentials, which is in 

agreement with the experimental data, 

further revealing the atomic structure of 

the electric double layer. For the first time 

in experimental and theoretical aspects, 

the study correlated the configuration 

transition of interfacial water and hydrogen 

bond cleavage to the precise electrode 

potential scale, which is of significance for 

detecting the three-dimensional structure 

of the electric double layer.
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Prof. Luo Xiongbiao and Collaborators Propose a 
New Method to Enhance Robotic Surgical Vision

A multiscale bilateral-weighted retinex method is proposed to remove non-uniform and highly 
directional illumination and enhance surgical vision, while an objective no-reference image visibility 
assessment method is defined in terms of sharpness, naturalness, and contrast, to quantitatively and 
objectively evaluate endoscopic visualization on surgical video sequences.

Q: How would you describe your 
research to a middle school 
student?
 A：Surgical vision directly affects the 

success of minimally invasive surgery. 

In minimally invasive surgery, surgical 

v i s ion  often has  major  problems 

such as uneven illumination, narrow 

field of view, smoke, imperceptible 

microstructure, and lack of subsurface 

tissue structure information. The aim 

of this research is mainly to deal with 

non-uniform illumination and thus a 

multiscale bilateral-weighted retinex 

method is proposed to effectively 

enhance surgical vision.

Q: How would you describe your 
research to a college student 
without a scientific background?
 A：Robotic surgical video processing 

in accordance with our new multiscale 

bilateral-weighted retinex method to 

maintain and augment a clear field of in-situ 

direct vision in endoscopic interventions (or 

robotic prostatectomy) is paramount not 

only for safety by preventing inadvertent 

injury, but also to improve precision and 

reduce operative time.

Q: How can this research benefit 
our lives or inspire us？

 A：Minimally invasive techniques are 

widely used in a variety of clinical 

surgical procedures. This result can 

enhance the field of minimally invasive 

surgery, improve the quality and reduce 

the risk of surgery and operation time.

Discovery Newsletter Summer 2019

he flagship journal IEEE Transactions 

on Medical Imaging has recently 

publ ished an academic paper t i t led 

“Endoscopic Vision Augmentation Using 

Multiscale Bilateral-Weighted Retinex for 

Robotic Surgery” co-authored by Prof. Luo 

Xiongbiao (first author) at the Department 

of Computer Science, School of Informatics, 

Xiamen University, Prof. Zeng Hui-Qing 

(corresponding author) at Zhongshan 

Hospital Xiamen University, and Prof. Terry 

M. Peters at Western University, Canada, 

who is also a Fellow of the Academy of 

Science of the Royal Society of Canada.

Robotic surgical vision plays an essential 

role in successful minimally invasive 

surgical procedures that usually use various 

endoscopes to obtain on-site visualization. 

Unfortunately, surgical endoscopy suffers 

from some inherent l imitations such 

as unclear surgical field of vision, non-

uniform illumination and smog. Hence it 

is difficult for surgeons to accurately and 

quickly recognize and identify structural 

information such as the positions of neural-

vascular bundles and lesion in the human 

body, resulting in increased surgical risk and 

operation time. 

To deal with these limitations, the 

authors presented a multiscale bilateral-

weighted retinex modeling framework 

t o  a u g m e n t  s u r g i c a l 

e n d o s c o p i c  v i s i o n  fo r 

r o b o t i c  s u r g e r y.  T h e 

method was validated on 

surgical endoscopic video 

images collected from the 

Da Vinci  medical  robot 

surgery. Three surgeons 

subject ive ly  eva luated 

the experimental results 

and generally agreed that 

t h e  p ro p o s e d  m e t h o d 

can significantly augment 

the surgical field, while 

the objective evaluation 

results also demonstrate 

that the method works much better than 

currently available image enhancement and 

restoration approaches in computer vision. 

The proposed method can enhance 

the perception ability of surgeons and 

reduce surgical risk and time for clinical 

applications. On a wider scale, this study 

has a great impact on improving image 

restoration techniques in the scientific 

community as a whole.

*Fig. The three endoscopic surgeons independently directly compared all the given processed endoscopic video images to the original images and subjectively 
classified those processed images into three categories of better, comparable, and worse.

*Fig. Flowchart of the proposed multiscale bilateral-weighted retinex method for endoscopic vision augmentation

*Prof. Luo Xiongbiao *Prof. Zeng Hui-Qing *Prof. Terry M. Peters
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n January 10, 2019, the 2018 “China Top Ten Academic Hot 

Spots” and the Philosophy and Social Science Academic 

Research Outlook Forum were held at Renmin University of China. 

As part of this important forum which highlights the systematic 

review and summary of the important academic achievements 

of China’s philosophy and social science sector, the “China Top 

Ten Academic Hot Spots” in 2018, were released and celebrated 

at the conference. It objectively reflects the development 

trends of academic research in the field of philosophy and social 

science and also illustrates hot topics, focuses and highlights in 

academia.`

Three papers from the Department of History, Xiamen 

University were listed as the important documents in the section, 

“Expansion of Maritime History Research”. These three papers are 

Wang Rigen and Tao Renyi’s “A Study of Huai'an Sea Merchants' 

Struggle from the Predicament of Governmental Tribute Grain 

Maritime Prohibition in the Middle and Late Ming Dynasty” and 

“From ‘the Salt Smugglers Familiar with the Sea’ to ‘grain traders 

and marines’: An Analysis of the Connection between Huai’an 

Marines and Dongjiang Group in the Late Ming Dynasty”, and 

Chen Zhiping and Dai Meiling’s “Foreign Commercial Ships Tax 

System in Ming Dynasty”.

By referring to the memoirs, 

the memorials, local records and 

the records of the people, Wang 

Rigen and Tao Renyi’s “A Study of 

Huai’an Merchants’ Struggle from 

the Predicament of Governmental 

Tribute Grain Maritime Prohibition 

in the Middle and Late Ming 

Dynasty” teases out disputes over 

transport by river and sea since 

the middle of the Ming Dynasty, 

analyzes  the mercant i le  t ies 

between Huai’an sea merchants 

and Mao Wenlong and the events 

leading to the re-establishment 

of a northward transport in 

the late period of Emperor 

C h o n g z h e n .  I t  f u r t h e r 

explores the civil maritime 

forces of Huai’an in the 

Ming Dynasty against the 

background of repeated 

changes of national policies, 

and reveals the inexhaustible vitality of this maritime group. 

Their other paper, “From ‘Salt Smugglers Familiar with the Sea’ 

to ‘Grain Traders and Marines’: An Analysis of the Connection 

between Huai’an Marines and Dongjiang Group in the Late Ming 

Dynasty” focuses on the role of the Huai’an Group in safeguarding 

the Dongjiang Group’s grain and maritime trade. The paper 

reveals the ups and downs of the Huai’an maritime group, 

showing the difficulties of seafaring in the late Ming Dynasty and 

demonstrating that the Huai’an maritime group suffered a more 

difficult situation than coastal areas like the Fujian and Canton 

provinces. 

“Foreign Commercial Ships Tax System in Ming Dynasty” by 

Chen Zhiping and Dai Meiling probes deeply into the taxation 

of commercial ships under the tributary system in the Ming 

Dynasty, by clarifying the origin and evolution of the taxation of 

commercial ships, and drawing a conclusion that the taxation of 

commercial trade by the Ming government has played a fairly 

limited role on the policy guidance of international political 

diplomacy and economic trade. This article to some extent has 

broadened the research scope and re-oriented people’s view on 

the tributary system during the Ming Dynasty. 
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ecently, the finals of the “JDD-2018 Global Digitalization 

Challenge” were successfully closed in Beijing. After 

fierce competitions, the team “Sha Po Lang”, composed of three 

graduate students, Song Muqing, Zhang Chunguang and Zhuang 

Qingbin from the School of Economics (SOE), Xiamen University, 

made it to the global finals as the champions of the Chinese 

mainland, and subsequently won the second prize.

Launched by JD Digits, a leading digital technology company 

in China, the competition aims to build connections between 

technical talents and industry leaders around the world. This is 

the second year of the world competition, which is under two 

categories— “population dynamics census and prediction” and 

“multi-sensor fusion localization for autonomous driving”. Since 

late November 2018, more than 2,100 teams with over 3,000 

young professionals and students from several countries such as 

China, USA, Spain, Israel, Russia, UK, Canada, France, registered 

for the competition in four divisions— Chinese mainland, Hong 

Kong, USA and Israel.

The category, under which the students of Xiamen University 

(XMU) competed, has attracted a total of 1,310 teams from all 

over the world. This category aims at estimating urban population 

and predicting such population dynamically in real time by using big 

data and artificial intelligence technology. In 

addition, it strives to reduce the manpower 

and material resources consumed by the 

national population census, improve the 

accuracy of the census, and bring reference 

value to the formulation of national macro 

policies and the layout of urban planning. The 

mission here is to predict, in the future, the 

inflow and outflow of population in specific 

regions in a short time based on relatively 

high frequency time series data of population 

flows in cities and their sub-regions.

The three candidates from XMU had 

these sentiments to share with regards 

to the competition: “We took part in the 

competition because the topic was closely 

related to our research program. We have 

gained a lot from this game, and we hope 

to continuously improve ourselves through 

more learning and competition experience. 

Progress and growth are inseparable 

from long-term studying and training. It 

is also inseparable from excellent teams 

and organizations. As students from SOE and WISER CLUB, we 

express our sincerest gratitude to SOE and WISER CLUB, and hope 

that in the future we can also have opportunities to work with 

outstanding people, make progress together and achieve new 

heights.”

WISER CLUB is a data science study group jointly established 

by graduate and undergraduate students from SOE and The 

Wang Yanan Institute for Studies in Economics (WISE), Xiamen 

University in 2015. Based on the latest application of R language, 

the study group formulates the curriculum every academic 

year, invites professional teachers to share their understanding 

of R language and data science, and also introduces the latest 

application. At the same time, it also recommends students who 

are experienced in the application of R language to offer special 

seminar courses, demonstrate the operation and introduce 

learning experience. The study group also provides R & Python 

courses for teachers and students, and helps students improve 

their data analysis and programming skills. 

In recent years, members of WISER CLUB have achieved fruitful 

results in various data analysis competitions at various levels. After 

graduation, many members go on to work in key industries such as 

the People's Bank of China, Tencent Technology and Alibaba.
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rom March 29 to 31, 2019, the finals of the 10th Chinese 

Mathematics Competitions (CMC) were held in Harbin. 

Founded in 2009 and sponsored by the Chinese Mathematical 

Society, CMC is a high-level national academic competition 

for undergraduates. More than 140,000 students from nearly 

800 universities and colleges registered for the competition 

in 31 divisions. Eight students from Xiamen University (XMU) 

participated in the competition, winning three first prizes, three 

second prizes and two third prizes.

Students from Xiamen University’s School of Mathematical 

Sciences (SMS), School of Economics (SOE), The Wang Yanan 

Institute for Studies in Economics (WISE) and School of 

Architecture and Civil Engineering (SACE) achieved great results. 

Xu Tianhang, Zhuo Zhijian and Luo Tao from SMS won the first, 

second and the third prizes respectively for the mathematical 

students. Wang Shijie from SOE and Wei Baohao from WISE 

both won the first prize for non-mathematical students, with He 

Hongguang from SOE and Yang Xianhang from SACE winning the 

second prize for non-mathematical students, 

and Qiu Jingkun from SOE taking home the third 

prize for non-mathematical students. 

SMS attaches great importance to basic 

mathematical education in school, strives to 

equip students with a solid academic foundation 

and instills in them a deep sense of humanism, which is critical 

to their future development. Besides future mathematicians, 

SMS also aims to cultivate multi-talented professionals who 

have strong ability to resolve practical problems and who can 

contribute to socio-economic development and play leading roles 

in scientific research, education, administration, and business. 

SMS conveys the scientific spirit of distinguished alumni Professor 

Chen Jingrun and helps students develop an international 

perspective and a strong sense of innovation.

rom Apr i l  8  to  12,  2019,  the  Wor ld  Summit  on 

Information Society (WSIS) co-organized by International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU), United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and other UN 

organizations was held in Geneva, Switzerland. Upon the 

recommendation of Ministry of Industry and Information 

Technology, Li Duoduo, a Ph.D. student from the School of 

Journalism and Communication (SJC), Xiamen University attended 

the forum as a member of the Chinese delegation and delivered a 

speech entitled “Empowering Information Accessibility with AI”. 

WSIS Forum is a global United Nations multi-stakeholder 

platform facilitating the implementation of the WSIS Action Lines 

for advancing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). It 

represents the world's largest annual gathering of the Information 

and Communication Technologies (ICT) for development 

community. It provides an opportunity for information exchange, 

knowledge creation and sharing of best practices, while 

identifying emerging trends and fostering partnerships, taking 

into account the evolving Information and Knowledge Societies. In 

2019, WSIS will celebrate its 10th anniversary of the establishment 

of WSIS forum under the theme “Information and Communication 

Technologies for Sustainable Development Goals”.

Information accessibility means that anyone (whether 

healthy or disabled, old or young) can have access to and 

make use of information equally, conveniently and 

without barriers. Accelerating the construction of 

an information barrier-free environment is required 

for eliminating the “digital divide”, demonstrating 

“information equality”, making the Internet better 

benefit people's livelihood, and building an inclusive 

society. It is also the core driving force for leading 

the whole society to get involved in the construction 

of an information barrier-free environment and 

an important indicator of the progress of social 

civilization.

At  present ,  the  research  on  informat ion 

accessibility in China has just started, but it has gained 

certain practical experiences. Under the guidance of 

Professor Zhang Mingqing, Li Duiduo took 

this emerging field as the research object and 

analyzed the development and dissemination 

of the information accessibility concept in 

China since 2004, and shared and exchanged 

her idea with other participants at the forum. 

Li Duiduo pointed out that the development 

of China's information accessibility should 

follow the consensus of the international community. She 

also proposed seven measures, for example, accelerating 

the construction of an information barrier-free environment 

through strengthening legislation, promoting the establishment 

of a standard system to adapt to new situations, advancing 

the establishment of government projects and strengthening 

the general design concept to promote the construction of an 

information barrier-free environment.

During the forum, enterprises and research institutions from 

China introduced successful experiences and applications in 

various fields such as 5G, artificial intelligence, digital economy, 

cyber security and information accessibility, which attracted 

extensive attention from all parties.  

rom April 19 to 21, 2019, the 2019 China 

National Robotic Development Forum 

and RoboCup China Open were held in Shaoxing, 

Zhejiang. After fierce battles, Xiamen 

University’s (XMU) team, Soccer Boss 

advanced to the quarter-finals in the 

standard platform league and finally 

won the national second prize.

RoboCup China Open is one of the most 

inf luential  and authoritative robotic 

competitions in China, and is also a perfect platform for robotic and 

artificial intelligence technology innovation, academic exchange 

and multi-talents cultivation. This annual competition started in 

1999, and this year it attracted a total of 2,783 participants from 522 

teams representing 500 universities and colleges from 25 provinces, 

autonomous regions, municipalities, Hong Kong SAR, Macaw SAR 

and Japan. The competition has several groups, including: humanoid 

group, middle size group, small size group, simulation group, standard 

platform group and RoboCup rescue group. 

Soccer Boss team started to prepare for the competition from 

the beginning of 2019. On April 19, 2019, RoboCup China Open 

kicked off in Shaoxing. Humanoid robots pass, tackle and shoot in the 

competition like real soccer players. Robots may also be fouled out of 

the game. All the participating robots communicate with each other, 

with each one playing the game and making autonomous decisions. 

The XMU team learnt from experience, met the challenge calmly and 

turned the game around several times. In the semi-finals, the XMU 

team drew 2-2 with their opponent, and finally lost on penalties, 

winning the second prize. 

XMU Students Make Remarkable 
Achievements in the 10th Chinese 

Mathematics Competitions 

XMU Student Speaks at the 2019 
World Summit on Information 

Society Forum in Geneva 

XMU Team Wins the Second 
Prize in RoboCup China Open
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rom May 10 to 12, 2019, 

sponsored by the Ministry 

of Education and hosted by Tongji 

University, the Third National 

Collegiate Innovation Method 

Application Competition was 

held in Shanghai. The Xiamen 

University (XMU) team, composed of students from the School 

of Aerospace Engineering (SAE), namely, Zhang Yi, Feng Haoran, 

Shao Ting, Tang Yiqi, were outstanding during the competition 

and won the gold award.

The National Collegiate Innovation Method Application 

Competition is a national-level competition that encourages 

students to be devoted to innovation and entrepreneurship. This 

competition provides a platform for universities and colleges 

to carry out teaching activities through innovative methods, 

cultivate creative and innovative talents, showcase their 

innovative products, and enhance exchange and cooperation. 

This year, the competition required participants to submit projects 

originating from specific cooperation with enterprises which can solve 

actual problems. The scoring standard no longer solely depended on 

the project report, but a joint demonstration of the application of 

innovative method and the teaching guidance of instructors. After the 

preliminaries, 58 projects from 35 universities and colleges including 

Xiamen University, Tongji University, Jilin University, Shandong 

University and Dalian University of Technology advanced to the finals. 

In the finals, XMU team stood out from other universities with an 

outstanding project and an excellent demonstration, thus entering 

the roadshow and winning the gold award. 

n the evening of May 25, 2019, the 14th Fujian “Challenge 

Cup” Undergraduate Curricular Academic Science and 

Technology Contest concluded in Longyan College. Launched in 

1989, the “Challenge Cup” National Undergraduate Curricular 

Academic Science and Technology Contest has become one of 

the largest and most influential collegiate science and technology 

innovation events. Held every two years, this contest is also known 

as the technology and innovation “Olympics” of Chinese college 

students. Upholding the aim of “advocating science, pursuing truth, 

studying hard, innovating continuously and 

meeting challenges”, the “Challenge Cup” plays 

an active role in advancing the growth of young 

innovative talents, deepening quality education 

in colleges and universities and promoting the 

development of economic society.

The launch of the competition in March, saw a total of 519 

entries from 47 colleges and universities registering for the 

competition and covering several academic fields including 

machinery and control, information technology and mathematics, 

life sciences, energy and chemical engineering, philosophy and 

society, law and education, economics and management. This 

year, the number of participating colleges and universities and 

applied works are the highest in all previous years. After fierce 

battles and careful evaluation, 118 entries from 30 universities 

and colleges made it to the finals, and eventually the competition 

concluded with the presentation of 14 grand prizes, 34 first 

prizes, 70 second prizes and 11 “Excellent Organization Award”.

Xiamen University (XMU) achieved gratifying results in the 

competition, reaping 3 grand prizes, 5 first prizes, 6 second prizes, 

1 third prize and “Excellent Organization Award”. The number of 

grand prizes and first prizes and the total score of XMU were all 

ranked first in Fujian Province. 

Three works from XMU won the grand prize: “The Upper and 

Lower Linkage in Institutional Change-An Empirical Study Based 

on System Reform on Collective Property Rights in Three Villages 

in Jianjiang” instructed by Lin Xuefei, Associate Professor of 

the School of Public Affairs (SPA), Xiamen University, and led by 

undergraduate student Yan Hai; “Research on the High-quality 

Development Model of Ecological Tea Industry-Based on the 

Survey in Anxi County, Fujian Province”, instructed by Assistant 

Professor Hong Bin from The International College of Xiamen 

University, and organized by undergraduate student Liu Yijin; and 

“Miniaturized Intermediate Infrared All-fiber Laser”, instructed 

by Professor Luo Zhengqian from the School of Electronic Science 

and Engineering (ESE), Xiamen University, and led by graduate 

student Li Weiwei.

Five works from XMU won the first prize: “The Formation and 

Governance of Village Tyrants-Based on the Investigation and 

Analysis of Six Villages in Shanxi, Hubei, Fujian, Inner Mongolia 

and Sichuan”, instructed by Professor Gao Herong from SPA 

and conducted by undergraduate student Mi Han; “To explore 

Key Inhibition Cancer Target through Carcinoma Tissue Protein 

Expression Correlation Analysis”, instructed by Professor Zhang 

Yongxing of the School of Public Health (SPH), Xiamen University, 

and conducted by undergraduate student Wang Kai; “Robot Fish 

Based on Underwater Acoustic Bionic Detection” instructed by 

Professor Zhang Yu of the College of Ocean and Earth Science 

(COE), Xiamen University, and led by undergraduate student 

Xie Qichen; “Leaky Wave Antenna Based on Spoof Surface 

Plasmon” instructed by Li Weiwen, Associate Professor of ESE, 

and organized by graduate student Qin Shaoshao; and “Broadband 

Tunable Metamaterial Absorber Based on Phase-Change 

Materials” instructed by Assistant Professor Song Zhengyong 

from ESE, and led by undergraduate student Wei Maoliang.

During the provincial competition, XMU and relevant colleges 

carefully prepared for the competition, invited experts within and 

outside the school to give meticulous guidance, carried out several 

seminars and demonstrations, which laid a solid foundation for the 

success.

rom May 17 to 19, 2019, the 12th Intel Cup National 

Collegiate Software Innovation Contest under the theme “AI 

Based Web Application Innovation” was held in Tongji University, 

Shanghai. Over 1,000 students from nearly 200 teams registered 

for the competition, and after fierce competitions, 20 teams from 

Xiamen University (XMU), Shandong University, Harbin Institute of 

Technology, Tongji University, Dalian University of Technology etc., 

made it to the finals. The IF team from XMU, composed of four 

undergraduates Zhou Ximeng, Deng Wenjin, Chen Zihao and Huang 

Yilin, under the guidance of Associate Professor Zeng Ming from 

School of Informatics (SOI) snatched the grand prize and the most 

entrepreneurial award.

The project “I Fit Interactive Fitness” presented by the 

IF team is a fitness application that integrates human body 

recognition technology and fun model. It combines human-

computer interaction, deep learning and video fitness together, 

and innovatively develops “iFitNet” 

neural networks. The algorithm 

can accurately identify the user's 

posture in front of the screen, 

determine whether the action 

is standard, and give the user 

professional guidance through voice 

and other visual prompts. At present, the algorithm can recognize 

more than 400 actions, with accuracy and instantaneity.

Zhou Ximeng, the leader of IF, delivered a speech at the 

awards ceremony on behalf of IF. She said: “In the past few 

months, the members have worked hard and grew together, we 

have become more tacit and united. Winning the competition is 

the best affirmation of what we have paid and is also a motivation 

for us to continue doing research and development. I would like 

to express my great gratitude to our sponsors for their meticulous 

organization and to our school for the special training and support.”

XMU Achieves Great Results in 
the 14th Fujian “Challenge Cup” 

XMU Students Reap Grand Prize in 
the 12th Intel Cup National Collegiate 

Software Innovation Contest

XMU Students Win the Gold Award in 
the Third National Collegiate Innovation 

Method Application Competition 
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has now become the most influential one in the universities of 

science and technology in China and made a positive contribution 

to the robotic education while raising a large number of 

outstanding entrepreneurs and engineers in the national robotic 

industry and related fields of science and technology.

This season, nearly 100 universities and colleges participated 

in the competition. In May, the southern and northern division 

championships were held in Guangxi and Shandong respectively. 

XMU advanced to the finals from the southern division and finally 

won the first prize and the “Best Organization Award”.

This year’s theme was “Spur on the Flying Horse”, which is 

originated from the postal delivering system passing message 

and information in ancient China. Participants were faced with 

making use of mechanical, electronic and control technologies 

and initiating strategies to complete the task of setting rules with 

robots through design, production and debugging in one year. For 

example, a manual robot had to hand a token to an automatic 

robot, so that the latter could move on four legs like a horse. 

When the automatic robot climbed to a peak and raised the 

token, the team with the highest score won.

School of Aerospace Engineering (SAE), Xiamen University 

paid great importance to this event, regarding it as a significant 

platform for cultivating innovative talents. The members of the 

robot team upheld the spirit of “Pursue Excellence, Strive for 

Perfection” by overcoming academic pressure, devoting quality 

time and attention to innovation and entrepreneurship and 

eventually realizing the improvement and upgrade of robots. 
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n May 20, 2019, the 7th Annual Sunny Sports Badminton 

Competition of National College Students, held in Guilin 

Normal College, Guangxi, successfully came to an end. This year, 

a total of 516 athletes from 72 universities and higher vocational 

colleges participated in the competition. Athletes were divided 

into undergraduate and graduate and higher vocational college 

groups, and each group had seven events, including men’s 

singles, men’s doubles, women’s singles, women’s doubles, 

mixed doubles, men’s team, and women’s team. It was the first 

time that Xiamen University (XMU) badminton team participated 

in the national competition and they played well. XMU’s team 

made it all the way to 

the championship and 

finally won the runner-

up posit ion for men’s 

team and men’s doubles, 

the f i fth for  women’s 

doubles and the eighth 

for women’s team.

On May 17 and 18, XMU’s men’s team defeated Guilin Medical 

University and Beijing Jiaotong University by 2:0, and advanced 

to the knockout stage. XMU was like a dark horse, beating all the 

teams 2:0 and making to the finals. Team members did their best 

in the finals, but eventually lost to Central South University (CSU), 

winning the runner-up position. XMU’s women’s team defeated 

Qingdao University and Guangxi Normal University by 2:0 and 2:1 

respectively. In the knockout round, although XMU’s team played 

very tenaciously, they lost to all the opponents with 1:2 and 

finally won the eighth place.

On May 19 and 20, men’s doubles members Chen Kai and 

Huang Chendi partnered and defeated Tianjin University, the 

champions of the men’s doubles last year. They defeated their 

opponents with absolute strength in the knockout round and 

advanced to the finals. In the finals, Chen and Huang played well, 

but lost to CSU with their heads still high, taking back to Xiamen, 

the runner-up position. Women’s doubles members Zhao 

Danchen and Lin Junqing played well in every game and won the 

fifth place. 

In this competition, the athletes of XMU were recognized by 

the organizers with their indomitable spirit of hard work and 

selflessness, winning the respect of all their opponents. Under 

the leadership of Coach Liu Xiaolong and their team leader Lin 

Shunying, XMU’s athletes upheld the spirit of “Pursue Excellence, 

Strive for Perfection”, showing the fighting spirit of XMU students.

n June 16, 2019, the 21st Chinese University 

Basketball Association (CUBA) Games came 

to a successful end. Peking University (PKU) beat 

Tsinghua University, winning the championship. 

Xiamen University (XMU) defeated Central South 

University (CSU), winning the third place, making it 

the best achievement for XMU in CUBA.

In this season, after seven months of hard work, XMU 

basketball team won the championship in Fujian Province, 

Southeast Division, and the runner-up in the top half of the 

knockout stage. In the quarter finals, XMU lost to PKU. In the 

competition for the third and fourth place, XMU beat CSU with a 

score of 86:79, reaping the third place in the 21st CUBA.

This year marked XMU’s fourth appearance in the CUBA games. 

With hard work and the desire to “Pursue Excellence, Strive for 

Perfection”, XMU basketball team trained passionately and carefully 

climbed the ladder of success with dedication and a great team 

spirit. Under the leadership of the coach, XMU basketball team 

trained 6 days a week and twice a day, starting from 6am in the 

morning. Heavy workload and high-intensity training did not repulse 

those players but urged them on to success. They overcame all the 

challenges and fought bravely in the competition and finally achieved 

XMU’s best result so far in CUBA.

In each game, a large number of XMU alumni came to cheer for 

the team, creating a home-court atmosphere for the team. The semi-

finals saw an electrified XMU cheering atmosphere. This was strongly 

led and supported by the XMU Beijing Alumni Association. As the 

university welcomes the 2019 freshmen, there is even greater hope 

that more talents will be developed to further champion the sports 

excellence of XMU through its envied basketball programme. This 

means that the players already on the team would serve as mentors 

and continue to train hard for the betterment of XMU basketball 

and also for their own aspirations. The future of the men’s basketball 

team of XMU is promising!

n June 1, 2019, the finals of the 18th China University 

Robot Competition - Robocon Contest was held in 

Zoucheng, Shandong. Xiamen University (XMU) robot team 

reaped the first prize and the “Best Organization Award”. 

Started in 2002, the active participation of young students and 

t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  n u m e ro u s 

institutions have contributed a 

lot to the healthy development 

of the competition. Inspired by 

the slogan “Let Your Mind Run 

Wild”, an increasing number of 

university students have over the years devoted quality time and 

preparation towards this competition. Innovation consciousness, 

practical ability and teamwork awareness have been enhanced 

through the competition. By integrating resources from higher 

institutions, media, businesses and governments, the event 

O
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XMU Badminton Team Achieves Excellence 
in the 7th Annual Sunny Sports Badminton 
Competition of National College Students

XMU Robot Team Wins the First Prize 
in China University Robot Competition 

- Robocon Contest 

XMU Basketball Team Wins the 
Third Place in the 21st Chinese 

University Basketball Association 
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Xiao Ningyao is a teacher of the Chinese 

Department of Overseas Education College 

(OEC), Xiamen University (XMU). She 

joined OEC in July, 2008. From 2010 to 

2012, she worked as a Chinese teacher at the 

Confucius Institute at the University of Trier 

in Germany. She was awarded the Third 

Prize in the “International Chinese Excellent 

Courses Competition” held by the Confucius 

Institute Headquarters, the First Prize of 

the 10th XMU Young Teachers’ Teaching 

Skills Competition, the “Best Courseware 

Award”, and “Luyan Award”, etc. Under her 

guidance, her students achieved good results 

many times in “Chinese Bridge” Foreign 

Students’ Language Competition held by 

CCTV-4. The Smart Cat Graded Chinese 

Readers series of textbooks, written by Xiao, 

were published in 2016.

dissuade her, Xiao insisted on choosing 

TCSOL, her favorite major. Although 

unknown at that time, it was this decision 

that would bring Xiao to the wonderful 

world she lives in today.

When she was  a  postgraduate, 

Xiao began to teach foreign students 

at Sichuan University, Southwestern 

University of Finance and Economics and 

Southwest University for Nationalities. 

“At most, I had to take more than twenty 

classes a week, not including the major 

courses I was required to study... At 

that time, there were no modern and 

contemporary l i terature materials 

suitable for international students, so I 

wrote them myself.” When she recalls 

the scene of her first time teaching, 

everything is a vivid picture. These 

experiences have made a valuable 

contribution to her classroom teaching 

and innovative teaching models.

In 2008, she received a number of 

work invitations including one from the 

National Theatre. However, passionate 

about Chinese teaching, she chose to 

teach Chinese at OEC, XMU. Currently, 

her courses include Comprehensive 

Chinese, Modern and Contemporary 

Literature, Chinese Drama, Chinese 

Cultural Talents, Chinese Reading, Writing 

and so on. With great enthusiasm and 

awe for education, she often says, “The 

success of a teacher lies not in how much 

she or he teaches, but in how much the 

students can learn.” In her opinion, every 

student is an independent individual, 

and a teacher’s responsibility is to inspire 

students and to help them discover 

themselves and improve themselves.

Anyone familiar with Xiao knows that 

she is not only a teacher, but also the 

Founder and General Director of “China 

Day” Cultural Festival.

In fact, as early as 2011, she directed 

the Chinese classic drama Thunderstorm 

on the stage of the University of Trier. 

The whole play followed the principle 

of retaining the appearance of the 

original  script by Cao Yu.  Working 

with German students without any 

performance experience, Xiao corrected 

their pronunciation word by word, and 

guided their lines sentence by sentence 

in order to present the best performance 

possible. From dress rehearsal to stage 

movements, from performers’ facial 

expression to their character emotions, 

she patiently guided them over and 

over again, so that they could have a 

deeper understanding and grasp of the 

relationship between characters as well 

as their psychology and personalities in 

this classic Chinese drama.

The play was a big success.  The 

audience was attracted by the familiar 

lines and excellent acting of the seven 

foreign students, who presented the 

unique charm of Thunderstorm. The 

performance was featured in a special 

edition of the most influential local 

newspaper, Friends of the Trier People. 

The play was performed four times in 

Germany, becoming the first complete 

drama with German actors speaking 

in Chinese. Because of this, Xiao was 

awarded by the Embassy of the People’s 

Republic of China in the Federal Republic 

of Germany.

After returning to XMU in 2012, the 

“director” resumed her drama business. 

In order to help international students 

better understand the profundity of 

Chinese culture,  to encourage the 

postgraduate students of TCSOL to dig 

deeper into Chinese culture, and to lay 

a solid foundation for future teaching at 

the Confucius Institute overseas, Xiao 

held the “China Day” Cultural Festival. 

The Festival, which had previously been 

held at the University of Luxembourg, 

was updated with consideration to XMU’s 

own campus culture.

Every December, as the General 

Director of the “China Day” Cultural 

Festival, Xiao works around the clock. 

From planning and preparation to 

determining the form of activities, from 

rehearsal drills to laying out the entire 

plan of events, she constantly puts in 

enormous effort and dedication into 

making this program a success. From the 

1st session organized in a small classroom 

to the 6th session organized with the 

participation and attention of the entire 

campus, this event has developed from 

a small cultural exchange activity with 

Introduction

Model 

Teachers at 

XMU

Socrates, a famous Greek philosopher 

and educator, once said, “Education is 

not the filling of a vessel, but the kindling 

of a flame.” It is Xiao’s motto as well. This 

young Chinese language teacher, working 

hard in thinking and exploring, spared 

no effort to ignite the flame of Chinese 

culture.

When meeting Xiao for the first time, 

she comes across as calm, agreeable and 

perseverant.

Xiao comes from a medical family in 

Yuzhong District, Chongqing. Her great-

grandfather, who left a legacy of “medical 

practitioners for generations”, was the 

first doctor of Kuanren Hospital founded 

in 1892, and her grandfather was one 

of the pioneers of Children’s Medicine 

in Chongqing after the founding of the 

People’s Republic of China. Growing up in 

such a medical family, she unexpectedly 

fell in love with Chinese literature. In 

retrospect, she smiles, “When I was 

young, my pocket money was almost 

always used to buy all kinds of literary 

books. From ancient books to modern 

novels,  from Chinese l i terature to 

Western drama, it was always difficult 

detaching myself from these books.”

In 2001, Xiao was admitted to the 

Chinese Department of Sichuan University, 

majoring in Teaching Chinese to Speakers 

of Other Languages (TCSOL). It shocked 

her family that she was determined to 

study the liberal arts. Everyone considered 

it a bad choice to give up the smooth road 

of being a doctor and turn to an unknown 

field. In spite of her family’s efforts to 

Xiao Ningyao: 
Ingenuity as a teacher, light the sparks
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limited participants to a cultural festival 

containing a wide range of activities 

that involve over 500 Chinese and 

international faculty and students. “China 

Day” has become a major part of OEC, 

and has gradually become a “flavoring 

agent” for the campus culture of Xiang’an 

Campus and a “catalyst” for cultural 

education and communication.

On the stage of the 6th “China Day”, 

Yang Huanhuan, a Chinese graduate 

student, and Xu Qian, a Bangladeshi 

undergraduate, recited Saying Good-bye 

to Cambridge Again, a poem written by 

Xu Zhimo, in each other’s native language. 

The Bangladeshi audience was deeply 

moved to tears, leaving a deep impression 

on Yang. He remarks, “China Day has a 

more extraordinary meaning for me.” Sun 

Haotian, a Nigerian graduate student, who 

was both the host and a member of staff 

of the Chinese Cultural Experience Zone, 

said that all of the activities during “China 

Day” had successfully expressed the 

charm and characteristics of Sino-Foreign 

cultural exchange.

Through the Festival, the audience 

wa s  s h o c ke d  b y  t h e  t re m e n d o u s 

energy generated by the collision of 

culture, attracted by the inheritance 

and  innovat ion  of  5 ,000  years  o f 

Chinese culture, and touched by Xiao’s 

persistence and hard work in “promoting 

cultural exchange between China and 

foreign countries and opening a window 

for international students to understand 

Chinese culture”.

One afternoon in May, eighteen 

foreign students from Leiden University 

in the Netherlands gathered in the 

classroom of a Chinese short-term 

training course, vigorously debating 

in  Ch inese  the  quest ion:  “Do the 

benefits of globalization outweigh its 

disadvantages?”. Chinese graduate 

students  and senior  internat ional 

students from the advanced class were 

invited to serve as judges. Chinese 

proverbs and online buzzwords were 

frequently used by the debaters, which 

surprised the Chinese students greatly. 

It was Xiao who designed this debate 

in accordance with the concepts of “global 

village” and “globalization trend”, which 

were mentioned in the lecture “Looking 

at Culture from TV Programs”. This activity 

not only improved students’ Chinese 

proficiency, but also guided them to better 

understand Chinese society and culture. 

She points out, “The difference between 

China and foreign countries is not only 

reflected in culture, but also in thinking 

mode. A good Chinese debater must think 

and express himself in a way that Chinese 

people think. By so doing, he could 

improve his thinking ability in Chinese.”

Xiao believes that education should 

motivate students to learn and think 

independently, instead of simply “filling 

a vessel”. Her teaching philosophy is to 

help students truly understand what they 

have learned and gain some research 

experience. “Less is more” – she often 

uses this sentence to remind herself, and 

those students who are about to become 

Chinese teachers, the importance of 

what they are pursuing.

Adhering to such an educational 

principle, Xiao constantly innovates when 

teaching. To make the classroom “lively”, 

she always incorporates fresh and 

innovative teaching elements including 

reading, debate, drama performance and 

experimental writing. She encourages 

the advanced Chinese learners to write 

scripts in Chinese and share them in 

class as a short performance. In order 

to help Chinese beginners find suitable 

reading materials, she often stays up 

late writing short stories and novels for 

them. After one semester, the students’ 

reading ability greatly improves. Her 

works attracted the attention of Beijing 

Language and Culture University Press, 

and were published by the Press as a 

series of textbooks called Smart Cat 

Graded Chinese Reader. To improve the 

international students’ relatively weak 

abilities in listening and speaking, she 

assigns them some interesting homework 

like “interviewing five Chinese students 

on their opinions on a hot issue” and 

“engaging in a phone call with Chinese 

friends”, which aims to encourage them 

to communicate boldly.

She often says, “Language is more 

than a part of the culture; it is a carrier 

of  culture.  Learning a language is 

a process from scratch, and the culture 

behind the language helps to achieve a 

connection.” Based on this, in the second 

half of 2018, Xiao and Chen Duantuan 

developed a new course titled Chinese 

Traditional Culture Experience. In addition 

to lectures, they organized field trips, folk 

culture experiences and other activities 

for the students. By combining classroom 

teaching and hands-on experience, they 

encouraged international students to 

immerse themselves in the community 

and acquaint themselves with authentic 

Chinese culture so as to learn about the 

multidimensional Chinese story. 

Xiao has never stopped thinking and 

exploring new ways to make her teaching 

impactful. She always says modestly, “I 

can learn a lot while teaching others. 

Teach students the knowledge and in 

return, take inspiration from them, this 

is the so-called notion of ‘teaching is 

learning’”.

In Xiao’s eyes, it is her duty and 

responsibility to help students grow 

up. Since she started teaching, she 

has often encouraged international 

students to participate in various Chinese 

competit ions and spares no effort 

to provide guidance. In 2009, as the 

team leader and instructor, she led five 

students selected from Fujian Division 

to participate in CCTV4’s 2nd Chinese 

Bridge. They gained one Silver Award, 

two Excellent Awards and two Honorable 

Mentions. Two of the award-winners, 

Kajia, a Ukrainian student, and Wu 

Mengtian, an American student, consider 

China as their second hometown, and 

have devoted themselves to promoting 

Sino-Foreign cultural exchanges after 

graduation.

I n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  2 0 1 8 ,  X i a o 

guided the Turkish student Bai Tingli 

to participate in the National Finals of 

the 2nd Chinese Language Teaching 

Idols. Xiao accompanied Bai during the 

competition, providing careful guidance 

and psychological counseling to her. As 

Xiao remembers it, Bai became quite 

nervous when she found the competition 

was suddenly getting more difficult. To 

reduce her anxiety, Xiao first distracted 

Bai’s attention from the competition by 

talking with her about unrelated topics, 

and then helped Bai to get her ideas 

into shape. She jokes, “Waiting for a 

student outside the exam room makes 

me feel like a mother who accompanies 

her child to take the college entrance 

examination.”

Hard work pays off.  After f ierce 

competition, Bai finally won the Third 

Prize of the National Finals, coming sixth 

place in the foreign student group. Xiao 

was awarded as “Best Instructor” for 

her remarkable contribution. Speaking 

of her teacher, Bai’s heart was full of 

appreciation, “Because of Ms. Xiao, I got 

where I am today. She seems to have 

some kind of magic, which constantly 

spurs me to learn Chinese.”

Xiao has won the trust and respect of 

both Chinese and international students 

with her kindness, amiableness, patience 

and conscientiousness. Dedicated to 

education, she is willing to answer their 

questions even at midnight. There was 

once a Thai student 

who wanted to drop 

out of school due to 

economic reasons. 

H e a r i n g  t h i s ,  X i a o 

talked to him many 

times, and encouraged 

him to continue his 

education. She used 

to dedicate an hour 

or two to listen to and 

counsel the student. 

With her encouragement and help, the 

student participated in XMU’s “Foreigners 

singing Chinese songs, Chinese singing 

foreign songs” competition and won the 

championship. He successfully completed 

his study at Xiamen University with his 

graduation thesis being rated excellent.

After reading the letter from President 

Xi Jinping to Professor William Brown, 

she said, “As a native Chinese who takes 

great responsibility of telling the Chinese 

story to foreigners, we should also 

shoulder the burden of promoting TCSOL 

education and Sino-Foreign cultural 

exchanges.” These simple words convey 

her great love of Chinese culture and also 

express her ideal of being a guide on the 

growing path of every student.

Regarding the promotion of Chinese 

culture as her mission, Xiao earnestly 

tells the story of China  and introduces 

the image of contemporary China all over 

the world. Her dedication kindles the 

sparks of Chinese learning, and fans these 

sparks into the flame of exchanges and 

mutual learning between societies. With 

Xiao’s spirit, a harmonious picture of 

human civilization may be a reality one 

day.
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Yang Xinzhang: 
Rigorous Scholarship Key to Teaching

People   Model Teachers at XMU Newsletter Summer 2019

Yang Xinzhang is a professor and doctoral 

supervisor of the College of Foreign 

Languages and Cultures, Xiamen University 

(XMU). He has served as a member of The 

National Advisory Committee on Teaching 

English Languages to Majors in Higher 

Education under the Ministry of Education 

and a member of China National Committee 

for Translation & Interpreting Education. He 

is currently the President of the Association 

of Foreign Languages and Literature, Fujian 

Province. With research areas focusing 

on functional linguistics and discourse 

analysis, he has published more than 90 

articles on linguistics, discourse analysis and 

language teaching at home and abroad, and 

published more than 20 books, textbooks and 

dictionaries; presided over and participated 

in 14 scientific research projects, including 

two National Social Science Fund Projects, 

two doctoral programs of humanities and 

social sciences and one new era online course 

project under the Ministry of Education. 

His scientific research achievements have 

won provincial and municipal social science 

outstanding achievement awards 11 times, 

and his lecture on contemporary linguistics 

was awarded the “National Quality Course” 

award in 2008. He was listed as a Star 

Teacher in Fujian Province in 2009.

to linguistic studies, Yang also loves the 

editing and translation of dictionaries, 

and participated in the compilation 

and translation of several dictionaries, 

including the Macmillan English-Chinese 

Dictionary for Advanced Learners (2005) 

and Oxford English-Chinese Dictionary of 

Linguistics (2006).

“Persevering without any s lack, 

innovate with endless enthusiasm” - 

this may be the best summary of Yang’s 

academic spir it .  Even when taking 

administrative work from 1996 to the end 

of 2012, Yang continued his academic 

research and achieved fruitful results. At 

the same time, as a scholar, Yang also paid 

great attention to maintaining professional 

sensitivity and tracking the development 

of the discipline. In the past, travel 

conditions were relatively poor, and it was 

inconvenient to go far to attend academic 

conferences. For example, it took 30 hours 

to travel to Shanghai by train. However, 

in order to understand the academic 

frontiers, Yang participated in conferences 

in various professional fields regardless 

of long-distance work. Yang has reached 

the age of retirement and has more spare 

time than before, but he still concentrates 

on academic research.

 “Teaching is a sort of art.” In Yang’s 

view, teaching is a process of transmission. 

Engaging in research is only one aspect, 

how to pass on research results is another 

complicated process. A good teacher 

needs to first estimate the knowledge that 

the students have already acquired, so as 

to determine the content of the lecture. 

When talking about the way of teaching, 

Yang believes that from the perspective 

of educational sociology, the process of 

imparting knowledge should be “wave-

shaped”. That is, it requires a step-by-step 

explanation and advancement process. 

In the classroom, he always combines 

the deep abstract concept with examples 

from daily life. This makes the content 

vivid and easy to understand and fully 

stimulates the learning interest of 

students. Compared with the traditional 

classroom teaching style, Yang prefers 

the  interact ive  teach ing  method. 

Communication, including interactions 

with the students, can help a teacher 

understand the classroom situation 

better and adjust the teaching process 

according to the students’ understanding. 

After Yang’s class, students often ask 

questions.  “It  is  a good thing that 

students have questions, and sometimes 

I can’t answer some of them, but it 

doesn’t matter. This urges me to devote 

myself. This kind of communication is 

also a challenge for teachers - teachers 

who teach people for a lifetime should 

learn for a lifetime.” Yang says.

Whether it  be undertaking busy 

administrative work or returning to 

teaching after retirement this year, 

Yang is always highly enthusiastic and 

patient, insisting on first-line teaching 

from undergraduate students to doctoral 

students.

In the eyes of the students, Yang is 

a respected scholar who is tireless in 

teaching, gentle and modest. Even if he 

has achieved outstanding achievements, 

he still strictly challenges himself and 

always teaches students: “Real scholars 

must immerse themselves in their 

research work, be focused and reap 

real research results.” Even standing on 

the podium at XMU’s event “Top Ten of 

My Favorite Teachers” in 2018, he still 

modestly said, “I am a bit embarrassed 

about this honor. Although I have made 

some achievements in teaching and 

research work, I feel that it’s not enough, 

and I will continue to work harder in the 

future.”

In the eyes of the students, he is 

also an amiable teacher. Jutharat, a PhD 

student from Thailand, describes his 

mentor Yang as a kind, knowledgeable, 

and motivating teacher. Chen Minghui, a 

doctoral student, mentions that Yang not 

only “studies seriously and rigorously” 

but “does things very carefully”, and 

his “macro-control and micro-release” 

training methods enable students to 

“spread their wings like eagles, and 

gradually develop independent research”.

Real scholars such as Yang will always 

maintain their enthusiasm for rigorous 

and pragmatic study, always quietly strive 

for their goals, and enjoy themselves 

all the while. Excellent teachers such 

as Yang are always full of enthusiasm, 

cultivating talents through example, 

devoting themselves to the career they 

love and the education and guidance of 

generations of students.

Character Introduction

Model 

Teachers at 

XMU

Prof. Yang is a serious, rigorous, highly-

accomplished and well-respected 

scholar who has won the love of students 

with his abundant knowledge, superb 

teaching and noble morality.

 “The first thing about study is to get 

interested. If you are not interested, you 

will definitely be unable to continue.” 

Yang says when talking about how to 

enter the field of linguistics research. 

In the early 1980s, it was a booklet 

introducing linguistics at a bookstore that 

opened the door to linguistic research 

for him. In 1988, selected by the Sino-

Australian Cultural Exchange Program, 

Yang went to the University of Sydney 

to study related courses of functional 

grammar, and there he met famous 

scholars in the field of systemic functional 

linguistics such as Michael Halliday, 

James Martin, Christian Matthiessen 

and Geoff Williams. After returning 

to China, Yang actively participated in 

conferences on systemic functional 

linguistics, which opened up his academic 

research career path in this area. For 

Yang, language not only serves as a tool 

for daily communication, but also helps 

reveal people’s potential, establishes 

the connection between people and 

expresses their understanding of the 

world. He also thought that language 

subjects, between pure humanities 

and pure science disciplines, contain 

not only quantitative analysis  and 

statistics but also humanity. In addition 
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Wang Hua, born in December 1988, and a member of the Communist 

Party of China, has been working as a counselor since August 

2014. Since his assumption of office, he has always maintained 

a great enthusiasm for his work and devoted himself to students, 

actively innovating working methods and exploring new ideas. He 

has won many honors: in 2014, 2015 and 2018, he was awarded as 

the outstanding teacher of the Xiamen University (XMU) Military 

Training Team; in 2015, he was awarded the XMU Summer Social 

Practice Excellent Team Teacher award; in 2016, he was awarded the 

Excellent Counselor of XMU award. In 2016, he was awarded the 

Excellent Counselor of the Yiban award by the Ministry of Education; 

in 2016, he was awarded the third prize of the New Oriental Cup 

Counselor Professional Ability Competition of XMU; in 2017, he was 

awarded the Outstanding Communist Youth League of XMU; in 2017, 

his Network Culture Studio was listed among the second batch of 

innovative demonstrative projects for college students’ ideological and 

political education in Fujian Province; in 2018, he was awarded the 

title of Outstanding Ideological and Political Workers in Xiamen; in 

2018, his papers were awarded the second prize at the third Excellent 

Student Aid Work in Fujian Province.

university life in 2018. As a counselor, 

his  typical  southern temperament 

met perfectly the expectation of the 

students: gentle and meticulous, patient 

and careful. The over 500 students felt 

this way especially when each of them 

received wishes and blessings from 

Wang Hua on their birthdays. Even on 

the eve of the busy Spring Festival, Wang 

Hua would add students as friends on 

WeChat only to send blessings in time. 

How could he memorize so many names 

and dates? The secret is hidden in his 

notebook, which is a very common diary, 

with the date written on the header of 

each page. What is different is that under 

each date, there are all the names of the 

students who have birthdays on that day. 

More than 600 names were recorded on 

more than 360 pages according to the 

students’ ID card information upon their 

admission.

Every school year, he would carry out 

the “Xinyu (innermost thoughts) Candy 

Project”, talking to all the students one 

by one, listening to their problems in 

life, study, emotions and work at the 

university, and then giving psychological 

counseling. At the end of the talk, he 

would give the student a piece of candy 

so as to conclude the conversation with a 

“sweet” feeling, dispel the psychological 

fear of talking to a counselor,  and 

encourage them to come to communicate 

with him. One student said, “Before 

university life, I was most afraid of the 

teacher coming to talk to me because it 

usually meant that I had made a mistake 

in school. Now, I have no such feeling at 

all. Teacher Wang is kind and friendly, 

cares about my state of life and study. 

Talking with him is just like chatting with 

my family. It is very comfortable and he 

would give me some snacks. I like this 

very much.”

When asked why he wanted to do 

this, Wang Hua mentioned a student he 

had met in his first year as a counselor 

who almost collapsed under the burden 

o f  a c a d e m i c  u n d e r p e r fo r m a n c e , 

disappointment and childhood trauma. 

At that time, Wang Hua often talked with 

this student, gradually easing his mood 

and calming him down to think and plan 

his own life. In the next four years, Wang 

Hua introduced internship opportunities 

to him, exercised with him, and always 

cared about and accompanied the 

student, watching him grow up little by 

little to face the world.

Wang Hua says that each of us will 

encounter hurdles at some stage in our 

lives. If someone can do you a favor when 

they occur, you may have a smoother 

transition and a completely different life 

experience. He says that he should, and 

is willing to, be the one to render help. 

The WeChat  off ic ia l  account  of 

“Counselor Wang Sir”, registered by 

Wang Hua, has attracted many students’ 

attention. The contents cover ideological 

education, life and study guidance, as 

well as some funny posts. Regarding the 

intention of establishing this account, 

Wang Hua says  i t  was  due to  the 

change in the educational concept of a 

counselor. Facing the generation that has 

grown up in the Internet era, Wang Hua 

believes that he should communicate 

with the students in a more interesting 

and socially-friendly manner. Now, this 

official account has a small but excellent 

team, providing many students with 

the opportunity to learn how to run an 

official account.

To have more shared topics with 

the students,  Wang Hua also tr ies 

to pay attention to the things that 

they are interested in, from visiting 

Bilibili to watching popular TV dramas, 

from learning Internet buzzwords to 

understanding the different views of 

the students on current events. His 

intimacy with his students has enabled 

him to keep being young at heart. In 

addition, Wang Hua particularly loves 

and advocates for reading, which in his 

opinion is a way of enriching the inner 

soul. The books on his desk are of various 

types, and have become the main source 

of information for the official account, 

helping “Wang sir” to enrich himself and 

others.

The vivid emojis and humorous and 

unique language used on Wang’s official 

account have made many students 

become true fans. They often say that the 
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XMU

“I prefer to use ‘lighting lights’ to describe my work, 

which gives people warmth and illuminates their 

dreams,” Wang Hua says about his work. He has been an 

XMUer from undergraduate to master, and from student 

to faculty, and thus loves everything XMU. Nowadays, he 

is firmly undertaking the laborious but fulfilling path of 

a counselor and, in the past five years, has risen from a 

fledgling to an experienced one. “‘Counsellor’ should not 

be a title with a sense of distance in the minds of their 

students.” Wang Hua is more willing to walk side by side with 

students and be a youthful navigational device and a “growth 

booster” for them. He engages in psychological counseling, 

career planning and other work to help students light up the 

road to growth. This light is brightly flashing, illuminating 

the promising future of students, and shining upon the 

educational ideals that Wang Hua has long pursued.

Wang Hua impressed the School  of  Economics’ 

undergraduate cohort when they were just beginning their 
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Wang Hua:  
Taking Steps with Students, 
Illuminating the Path of Youth Growth
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information on the account is interesting 

and relevant. For example, there was 

an article titled “Has your takeaway 

order been stolen in the university?” 

discussing with students how to deal 

with such incidents, and appealing to 

students to eat takeaway (fast food) less 

and develop a healthy eating habit. One 

student commented at the bottom of 

the article, “Stealing takeaway is wrong 

and unethical, change your behavior, 

don’t be evil!”. The article “What kind of 

love do girls need in college?" analyzed 

current networking events, and aimed to 

guide students in how to view love and 

help them to establish a correct concept 

of love. One student shared this 

article in his WeChat Moments 

and wrote: “Proactively motivate 

each other to be better in the 

future, this is the best face of 

love”. The article “Shock! XMUers 

show off their wealth” looked 

into the learning difficulties of 

students from every college and 

school,  and used interesting 

methods  to  he lp  vent  the i r 

negative feelings. At the end of 

the article, there was a photo of a 

cleaning worker calling attention 

to the campus environment and 

cleaning work. Many students 

have been impressed and touched by 

such creative publicity, saying that they 

would contribute to the beautiful campus 

environment.

In  2016,  Wang was awarded by 

Ministry of Education as the “Excellent 

Counselor”. In 2017, the “Counselor 

Wang Sir” studio was awarded the second 

batch of innovative demonstration 

projects for college students’ ideological 

and political education in Fujian Province. 

In 2018, Wang Hua participated in the 

major project “Big Data Ideological and 

Political Project Research” of Fujian 

Province Social Science Research Base, 

trying to make the ideological and 

political education more bright and 

colorful.

Wang Hua has  a lways  be l ieved 

that sports, as an important part of 

education, can not only help people 

achieve a healthy body, but also a 

healthy psychological state. This is, 

however, often overlooked in daily 

life, study and work. Wang Hua is very 

passionate about sports. Whenever 

he has time, he exercises in the gym 

to inf luence and inspire students. 

Wang Hua is responsible for the sports 

education of the School of Economics. 

He has taken all the competitive sports 

activities as opportunities to improve the 

physical quality-of-life of the students 

and cultivate the spirit of teamwork 

among them. Sports with distinctive 

features encourage more and more 

students to walk out of their dormitories 

and participate in those activities, and 

thereby enrich their extracurricular life 

and emphasize the significant role of 

sports in education.

During the school sports meet every 

year, Wang Hua works tirelessly and 

begins the preparations early, responsible 

for a variety of  work from athlete 

mobilization, organization registration, 

selection, training, logistics support to 

live competitions. Under his guidance, 

the School of Economics has ranked 

No.1 in terms of the student group for 

five consecutive years from 2014 to 

2018, and won 14th champion in 2018. 

In addition, under his organization, the 

School of Economics has achieved a 

series of outstanding achievements in 

many events such as volleyball, football, 

badminton, table tennis and golf. All 

those honors gained should be attributed 

to him. “What sportsmanship represents 

may be associated with persistence, 

unity, transcendence, health... But 

in the School of Economics, it also 

means inheritance. Our students 

have a passion for sports, and fight 

for honors by passing on the torch. 

The upholding of honor is our 

valuable treasure and an important 

aspect of our education.” Wang 

Hua says.

Four years have passed since 

Wang Hua joined XMU, and he has 

been constantly making progress, 

not only as a counselor who cares 

about students, but as an individual 

who enriches his own spiritual 

world with learning and exercising. 

He believes that counseling is a career 

that unites ideals and beliefs, contains 

sensibi l ity and wisdom, and is  the 

cornerstone to help college students grow 

into talents and realize their dreams. He 

is willing to be such a cornerstone, and 

willing to give his love for students and 

passion for this profession to contribute 

to the growth of the youth. In the future, 

he will keep walking with his students on 

their path.
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Overseas Students: 
A Seminar on the Keynote Speech of 
President Xi Jinping at the Belt and Road 
Forum for International Cooperation

On April 26, President Xi Jinping 

delivered a keynote speech entitled 

“Together to Create a Better Future 

of the Belt and Road” at the Opening 

Ceremony of the 2   Belt and Road 

Forum for International Cooperation, 

summarizing the Belt and Road Initiative. 

The fruitful results achieved in the past 

six years have sent a strong message to 

the international community that China 

is open for business.

Our international students from 

countries along the Belt and Road and 

three Chinese students gathered in 

the conference room of the Overseas 

Education College (OEC) /International 

College to deliberate on President Xi 

Jinping’s speech at the forum.

In his keynote speech, President 

X i  p o i nte d  o u t  t h at  t h e  B e l t  a n d 

Road Initiative is to jointly focus on 

interconnection, deepen pragmatic 

cooperation, and jointly address the risks 

and challenges facing humanity, and 

achieve mutual benefit and common 

development.

Fan Xueli, an Iranian master student 

of TCSOL, said that China’s high-speed 

rail and port infrastructure construction 

is leading the world. China has helped 

Iran complete its railway transformation 

from the capital Tehran to the eastern 

m e t r o p o l i s  M a s h h a d .  A f t e r  t h e 

implementation of the Belt and Road 

Initiative, many Chinese commodities 

were brought to Iran to make the life of 

the Iranian people more convenient. The 

trade between China and Iran is getting 

better and better, and there are more 

and more businessmen from both sides.

Pei Qingya, a language student from 

Vietnam said that she did not know 

about the Belt and Road Initiative until 

she learned that the Jiling-Hedong line 

project in the city she lives in, as part of 

the 13.021-km urban rail transit project 

in Hanoi, Vietnam, was built with the 

International 

Student

nd
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help of China. She was very surprised and 

moved. Although the project has not yet 

been completed, it has received much 

praise from the Vietnamese people. 

Everyone is looking forward to it.

Bai Tingli, a Turkish master student 

of TCSOL who won the third prize in the 

Second National “Chinese Language 

Teaching Idols”, mentioned that more and 

more Chinese companies have invested 

in Turkey and now play an important 

role in the Turkish economy. In Turkey, 

Chinese people can be seen everywhere. 

It is reported that in 2018, the number of 

Chinese tourists to Turkey reached 400,000, 

an increase of 60%. She also hopes that 

under the framework of the Belt and Road 

Initiative, TCSOL will become increasingly 

useful, as more people around the world 

are learning Chinese.

Yan Bixing, a master student of TCSOL 

from Egypt, mentioned that few people 

in Egypt would choose to study Chinese 

five years ago, but in recent years, 

there are more Chinese companies in 

Egypt, which has greatly increased their 

employment rate and spurred people to 

learn the Chinese language. The Belt and 

Road Initiative has had a great influence 

on her. As a student who studies Chinese, 

many companies have offered her 

internship opportunities even though she 

is yet to graduate. This is very rare. She 

believes that the Belt and Road Initiative 

will make the world a better place and 

make our future better.

Lin Zhiliang, an undergraduate from 

Indonesia majoring in Chinese, said that 

there are an increasing number of Chinese 

companies investing in Indonesia. The 

Jakarta-Bandung high-speed railway has 

become a landmark project for mutually 

beneficial cooperation between China 

and Indonesia, and one of the major early 

projects of the Maritime Silk Road. 

Kazakhstan’s postgraduate Qinya 

believes that since 2016, Kazakhstan 

has successful ly  connected “Nurly 

Zhol” with the Si lk Road Economic 

Belt. This is a good change from an 

economic perspective and will benefit 

the economies and prosperity of both 

countries. However, from the perspective 

of environmental management, there 

m ay  b e  e nv i ro n m e n t a l  p o l l u t i o n 

problems,  and the environmental 

management framework of the two 

countries should be improved to achieve 

“green development”.

In his keynote speech, President Xi 

Jinping said that we should actively build 

bridges between different civilizations 

and learn from each other to form a 

multi-faceted and interactive humanistic 

exchange pattern. We will continue 

to implement the Silk Road Chinese 

government scholarship program, and 

organize the International Youth Forum 

on Creativity and Heritage as well as the 

Chinese Bridge Summer Camp for young 

students.

Fan Xueli, an Iranian-born graduate 

student who recently won the second 

p r i z e  o f  t h e 

f i r s t  C h i n e s e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Education Master 

Te a c h i n g  S k i l l s 

Competition, said 

t h a t  m o r e  a n d 

more Iranians want 

to learn Chinese 

and understand 

Ch ina .  The  Be l t 

and Road Initiative has also brought her 

a very good development opportunity. 

Last  year,  the Chinese Embassy in 

Iran recommended her as a Chinese 

government scholarship recipient, so 

now she can study with her teachers 

and classmates. As an Iranian, she will 

certainly strive to further deepen the 

friendship between the two countries.   

Li Xiaolong, who comes from Tajikistan 

and loves Chinese Kung Fu, said: “With 

the Belt and Road Initiative, China has 

established a Confucius Institute in 

Tajikistan where students can learn 

Chinese and Chinese culture. When I 

came to China, I made many Chinese 

and foreign friends and have realized 

the dream of learning Chinese culture. I 

hope that relations between China and 

Tajikistan will be one of a better and long-

lasting friendship.”

Dawei, a master student of TCSOL 

from Russia, recalled: “When the Belt 

and Road Initiative was first proposed, 

I had not yet gone to college. I chose to 

come to China to study Chinese because 

at  that  t ime,  China was a country 

unfamiliar to me, and I wished to learn 

its language and cultures. It surprised me 

that after a few years, the ‘Chinese fever’ 

swept across Russia. I never expected 

so many Chinese companies would 

come to Russia. Trade exchanges have 

brought many job opportunities. There 

is no doubt that these changes have a 

close relationship with the Belt and Road 

Initiative.” Dawei believes that the Belt 

and Road Initiative will further strengthen 

the cultural exchanges and solidify the 

mutual understanding between China and 

Russia while comprehensively promoting 

economic and trade cooperation and 

development.

Chen Duanduan, the lecturer of the 

“Chinese Culture Experience Course” of 

the OEC, said: “Although China is a big 

country, we advocate peace. We advocate 

the establishment of a community of 

human destiny. We want to share the 

experience and achievements of China’s 

development with the countries of the 

world. At OEC, I have met many students 

from all over the world, and everyone 

here is a talent from countries along the 

Belt and Road. As a teacher of XMU, I 

can share with you my knowledge on 

comparative culture, sociolinguistics and 

applied linguistics and find a way for 

everyone to understand and get to know 

each other, I am very proud of it.”

Xiao Ningyao, a Chinese language 

teacher at the OEC, said:  “ Today ’s 

discussion is very lively, and it has also 

increased my understanding of your 

respective countries and the real impact 

of the Belt and Road in each person’s 

life. In my career, there is always a 

word that comes to my mind, that is, 

understanding. This is the foundation 

of culture. Lack of understanding is 

bound to create or cause panic. The 

more I think, the more I realize that the 

fundamental difference between people 

is not so huge. Today, we are using high-

level Chinese vocabulary exchanges here 

as a model of mutual understanding. 

As Mr. Fei Xiaotong said, “Every form of 

beauty has its uniqueness. To appreciate 

other forms of beauty with openness is 

a precious gift. If beauty represents itself 

with diversity and integrity, the world will 

be blessed with harmony and unity’.”

In his keynote speech, President 

Xi Jinping said, “Two years ago, it was 

here that we met for the First Belt 

and Road Forum for  Internat ional 

Cooperation, where we drew a blueprint 

of  cooperat ion to enhance pol icy, 

infrastructure, trade, financial and 

people-to-people connectivity. Today, 

we are once again meeting here with 

you, friends from across the world. I look 

forward to scaling new heights with you 

and enhancing our partnership. Together, 

we will create an even brighter future for 

Belt and Road cooperation.”

Pan Hongmei, a master student of 

TCSOL, believes that “people-to-people 

connectivity” is the social foundation of 

the Belt and Road Initiative, and the first 

thing to be solved in dealing with the 

people-to-people connectivity is language 

connectivity. In 2015, Pan Hongmei went 

to Cambodia, a country along the Belt 

and Road, as a volunteer Chinese teacher, 

and taught Chinese at the Confucius 

Institute at Royal Academy of Cambodia. 

When she heard foreign students trying 

hard to talk in Chinese, saw the children 

in the classroom listening to the Chinese 

story with full attention, and listened to  

the children from countries along the Belt 

and Road say things like “Teacher, I think 

China’s new four inventions are really 

cool!”, she was very proud of her efforts 

and the development of her motherland. 

The Belt and Road Initiative provides 

a  good deve lopment  opportun i ty 

for  Chinese teaching and Chinese 

culture “going out”. By 2018, XMU has 

established 16 Confucius Institutes within 

13 countries.

Lin Yudong, an undergraduate student 

at the International College involved in 

the 2017 Dublin Project, shared what 

he understood as “people-to-people 

connectivity”. People from all countries 

and nationalities have the yearning for 

world peace, the pursuit of a better life, 

the desire for social security, fairness 

and justice, and the expectation of a 

beautiful environment, equality and 

love among each other. We believe that 

if we are all equal, respectful, friendly 

and caring, the world may enjoy a longer 

period of peace, and each of us can truly 

understand the pure truth, goodness and 

beauty of human nature.

Guo Xu, a doctoral student, said that 

from 2012 to 2016 when he worked 

in Indonesia, he has witnessed the 

process of how China’s Belt and Road 

Initiative was proposed, promoted and 

implemented. He was in charge of the 

distance education project of the OEC 

in Indonesia. At that time, they held a 

weekly Chinese cultural seminar, which 

was attended by the leaders of major 

Indonesian companies. They were very 

enthusiastic about the Initiative and 

actively discussed what it had brought to 

Indonesia’s development opportunities 

and practices. The practical actions 

resulted in the building of bridges 

between the two countries. He feels that 

the Belt and Road Initiative is not only the 

echo of history, but also the deepening 

and expansion of human development. 

And he is convinced that the Initiative 

will get better and better.

Luo Junfeng, vice chairman of the 

Party  Committee  of  the  Overseas 

Education College/International College, 

concluded: “Today everyone gathered 

to share their understanding of the Belt 

and Road Initiative. This is not just a 

seminar, but also a cultural exchange 

class. In my opinion, the core of cultural 

exchange is communication. No matter 

where we come from, no matter what 

our skin color is, no matter what our 

culture is, it is important to do a good 

job of communication. Today’s sharing 

is good communication. Understanding 

br ings  together  the hearts  of  the 

people. Dear students, you all serve 

as bridges connecting people from 

different countries, as witnesses to 

China’s development and promoters of 

business cooperation in the future. You 

all are good communicators of civilization 

and also an important link for excellent 

Chinese culture to ‘go global’.”
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Zhao Yufen grew up in Taiwan and studied 

in the United States, and was one of the first 

Taiwanese scholars to return to the Chinese 

mainland. She found that phosphoryl amino 

acids were related to the origin of life, 

calming the debate about whether the chicken 

or the egg came first. She was the youngest 

female academician of the Chinese Academy 

of Sciences at that time and won the Arbuzovs 

Award, the highest prize in the world for 

phosphorus chemistry.

She has kept moving, from Taipei to New York 

to mainland China, in order to pursue the way 

home; she has been searching for 40 years in 

the chemistry discipline, in order to seek the 

origin of life.

She often smiles and says: “As long as you 

are interested and persistent, there is no 

difficulty.”

admission offer from the State University 

of New York at Stony Brook with excellent 

results. She also received generous 

scholarships, however, the $300 air ticket 

to the United States was a problem for a 

poor family like Zhao’s.

Perhaps it is her experience of a hard 

life during her childhood and her mother’s 

tenacity that taught her that no problem 

cannot be solved. Zhao finally used the 

scholarship certificate as a proof to get the 

ticket for the US and repaid the cost to the 

airline over time – $30 per month.

Upon Zhao’s arrival in the United 

States, Chinese American Professor Yang 

Zhenning was just delivering a speech 

about mainland China at the State 

University of New York at Stony Brook. 

“The spring of Chinese science is coming. 

China needs a large number of scientific 

research talents.” This was the first time 

Zhao had heard the news of the mainland 

of China.

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  ye a r,  a  C h i n e s e 

delegation of scientists visited the United 

States. As a representative of Taiwanese 

students, Zhao presented flowers to Prof. 

Bei Shizhan, the leader of the delegation 

and pioneer scholar in Chinese life 

sciences. The first close contact with 

mainland compatriots made the strange 

place of “the motherland” no longer far 

away for Zhao.

Qi  County,  Henan Province was 

the birthplace of the ancient Central 

Plains culture and the capital of the 

Shang Dynasty with a splendid bronze 

civilization. It is also the ancestral home 

of Zhao. In 1978, Zhao heard about the 

address of her hometown in Qi County 

from a relative in the United States. 

She contacted many times and finally 

received a reply. In the summer of that 

year, Zhao immediately embarked on 

the “hometown trip”. “I want to go back 

to my hometown. I am going to find my 

roots. I am going to fulfill my parents’ 

wishes for more than 20 years.”

Walking along the Qi River, which 

her mother often talked about in her 

childhood, Zhao saw the clear water 

and the dense poplar 

forest on the shore. 

During the one month 

in the mainland, Zhao 

visited her grandfather 

who was in his 90s and 

watched him writing 

with a Chinese brush: 

“ It  i s  good to serve 

the people, and the 

granddaughter is now 

returning home.” She 

went to Yin Ruins in Henan Province and 

felt intuitively a connection with the 

enduring appeal of Chinese culture for 

five thousand years. She also investigated 

several universities such as Peking 

University and Nankai University, as well 

as the Institute of Chemistry, Chinese 

Academy of Sciences and noticed that 

major equipment was available for 

experiments which she used in the 

United States. She also arrived at the 

commercial center Wangfujing and was 

shocked by the old and shabby shops and 

extremely scarce goods there.

“ G o i n g  h o m e ,  g o i n g  h o m e , 

going home!” When completing her 

postdoctoral research, Zhao, a rising 

figure in the research on bioorganic 

phosphorus chemistry, decided to return 

to the mainland and contribute her 

share to her compatriots. R. Shapiro, her 

mentor and world-renowned nucleic acid 

chemist, said: “Your decision is brave, but 

it is a Chinese gain, American loss.”

“Henan is the root of my life, while 

Taiwan is  where my l i fe sprouted. 

The United States is the place for my 

enlightenment, and China is where my 

career grows into a big tree. These places 

are like living seeds and different stages 

are like epitomes of my life course.” Zhao 

said.

Zhao,  after  returning to  China, 

chose phosphorus to continue with 

her research. By chance, she linked 

In 1948, Zhao was born in Hankou, 

Hubei Province. She was brought to 

Changhua County, Taiwan by her parents 

when she was less than a year old. The 

family lived a hard life, with six children 

in total huddling in two small rooms in an 

ancestral hall. During her childhood, Zhao 

often ran for more than 20 minutes to go 

to school barefoot in order to save money 

on shoes. In addition to schoolwork, she 

had to help with laundry, cooking, and 

caring for her younger siblings.

When Zhao was in her teens, her 

father tragically died and the family 

became even poorer.  Fr iends  and 

relatives advised Zhao’s mother to send 

the children to the church to ease the 

family burden, but her mother refused. 

She worked everywhere to make money 

and tried her best to support her six 

children. Zhao’s mother often said to her: 

“In the future, you must choose a useful 

major, which can directly create wealth.” 

Through words and deeds, Zhao learned 

self-improvement early.

Zhao met the chemistry teacher 

Kong Xiangzhen when she studied in 

the Changhua Girls’ Senior High School 

in Taiwan. “The teacher explained the 

physicochemical knowledge so vividly 

that we were not bored in class, and 

the experiment seemed very magical. I 

have been interested in chemistry since 

high school.” Therefore, when applying 

for university, Zhao chose the chemistry 

major at Tsinghua University, Hsinchu.

In 1971, 23-year-old Zhao completed 

her university studies and received an 
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Zhou Dexin: 
51-year-old Security Guard Obtained 
Bachelor Degree at Xiamen University

In the daytime, he was a “sneaker” in 

the eyes of his classmates; at night, he 

was a “defender” of XMU campus. Zhou 

Dexin has worked day and night like this, 

passing more than 40 exams in five years, 

and has successfully received a bachelor’s 

degree in law (adult higher education) 

from Xiamen University (XMU). 

Zhou comes from Chongqing. He is 51 

years old. In the past, he was a soldier 

and majored in garment-making at a 

technical school. He later took up a job as 

a security guard in XMU in 2013. In 2014, 

the College of Continuing Education, 

XMU, opened an evening school for staff 

and workers with low tuition fees. On 

hearing the news, Zhou was very excited. 

His childhood dream of being a lawyer 

was ignited again. “Peking University 

has a security guard who studied there, 

why can’t I as a security guard study at 

Xiamen University?” Hence, he made a 

brave decision, first receiving education 

from high school level to junior college 

level from 2014 to 2016, and then from 

September 2016 to December 2018, 

he participated in undergraduate study 

through network education of law major. 

Zhou had g iven up learning for 

more than 20 years but saw this as an 

opportunity to make a decision that will 

change his life. He also knew that it was 

not easy to get a bachelor’s degree. In 

order to squeeze in time for learning, he 

deliberately applied for night shifts so that 

he could study in the daytime. Although 

he hadn’t studied for many years, facing 

hundreds of thousands of pages of legal 

textbooks, he managed to read carefully 

one page after another. Once he had 

difficulties in understanding knowledge 

points, he would go to the School of Law 

as a sneaker in the classes and asked the 

teacher besides taking online courses.

Dur ing  the  study  per iod ,  Zhou 

prepared for nearly 10 courses each year. 

He almost passed every exam smoothly, 

except that of public English class, and 

p h o s p h o r u s  t o  a m i n o  a c i d s  a n d 

discovered an anomaly that has never 

been documented in the literature: a 

chemically stable amino acid would 

become very active once combined with 

phosphorus to form a phosphoryl amino 

acid. It can grow up in the water, produce 

dipeptides (protein precursors), and can 

also form nucleotides with nucleosides.

Proteins and nucleic acids are existing 

forms of life, in which proteins are 

molecules that perform functions and 

nucleic acids are genetic information 

molecules. As the debate about whether 

there is a chicken or an egg first, there 

is a successive dispute over the origin of 

life. Is there protein or nucleic acid first? 

This is the long-standing “chicken-or-egg” 

dispute in the scientific community.

 Zhao’s mentor, Prof. Ramirez, once 

told her, “When a chemical reaction does 

not produce a predicted result, it may 

not be a failure; please pay attention to 

what it actually is. This unexpected result 

is likely to be an innovation.”

Zhao not iced th is  anomaly  and 

conducted 20 kinds of amino acid and 

phosphorus synthesis experiments with 

her students within ten years. Based 

on this, she first solved the mystery of 

life from the perspective of phosphorus 

chemistry, and proposed that phosphoryl 

amino acid is the smallest system of life 

evolution. This amazing discovery has 

quelled the “chicken-or-egg” debate 

and proven that 

chickens and eggs 

were produced at 

the same time.

In 1990, at the 

11th International 

C o n fe re n c e  o n 

the Origin of Life 

held in Orleans, 

France, based on 

a large number 

of experimental 

r e s u l t s  a n d 

logical theoretical arguments, Zhao 

proposed that “Phosphoryl amino acids 

are the common origin of nucleic acids 

and proteins, and are the seeds of the 

origin of life”, which was refreshing 

for the nearly 400 scientists including 

some Nobel Prize winners. Authoritative 

scientists ,  such as the member of 

Executive Committee of International 

Life Sciences Institute, Antonio Lazcano, 

believe that these are exciting and 

important results  valuable for l i fe 

science research. In 1991, 43-year-

old Zhao became the youngest female 

academician of the Chinese Academy of 

Sciences in China. In 1993, she won the 

first “China Outstanding Young Chemist 

Award”. Two years later, in 1995, she was 

elected as a foreign academician of the 

Russian Academy of Sciences.

In  November  2000,  Zhao  came 

to  X iamen to  attend the Nat ional 

Conference on Organic Chemistry. “When 

I set foot on the land of Xiamen, I felt a 

deep affection. The local accent, customs 

and living habits were so similar to that in 

my childhood memories. I felt like I had 

returned to my hometown. In particular, 

there was also a well-known institution of 

higher learning, Xiamen University, which 

has a College of Chemistry and Chemical 

Engineering with considerable influence 

in the chemistry discipline nationwide, 

strong scientific research strengths and 

team spirit. It was very attractive to me.” 

Soon, Zhao joined XMU.

At XMU, Zhao, leading a team of 

more than 20 people,  successful ly 

completed the pilot experiment of 

biopharmaceutical alanyl-glutamine 

synthesis after three years of hard work, 

and applied for Chinese and international 

patents, which has now been fully put 

into production. Zhao also proposed to 

build a “Strait Chemical Biotechnology 

Belt” in Xiamen City, in order to enhance 

exchanges and cooperation on l i fe 

science, oceans, medicines and other 

b iotechnology resources  between 

both sides of the strait, to promote the 

common development of the southeast 

coasta l  economy and  cross -st ra i t 

economy, and then to radiate the effects 

to Southeast Asia. Currently, Zhao and 

her research team carry out experiments 

by diving 6.7 kilometers below the ocean 

surface, on the International Space 

Station, and even plan to go to Mars. 

Their research on the origin of life is 

getting more in-depth.

Zhao said: “We are studying life from 

scratch. This span is very large. The life 

of the earth today is 4.5 billion years. 

Studying the origin of life cannot be done 

by a student, but by several generations 

of students. This generation of students 

studied a bit, we took a step forward, the 

next generation of students went on to 

study, and then we went further... It was 

40 years since 1979 when our students, 

not only masters, but also more than 100 

doctoral students, participated in the 

research. Some problems are solved by 

an individual, some can only be passed 

down from generation to generation, 

but as long as the interest is maintained, 

human beings can progress, and we 

scientists must have this spirit.” Human 

beings have an eternal curiosity about 

where they come from, and it is this 

curiosity that inspires humanity to move 

forward.
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he took the exam twice. His graduation 

thesis, with the theme of legitimate 

defense, is nearly 20,000 words long 

and was written over the span of several 

months. Zhou said he intends to publish 

two papers each year after graduation so 

as to keep learning and being sensitive to 

the happenings in the legal world. There 

are 38 people in his class, and only two 

of them, including him, have successfully 

finished all classes and obtained their 

bachelor’s degree. Zhou said that he is 

probably the oldest graduate, but he is 

very proud of this degree.

Zhou’s wife did not understand the 

fact that her husband spent five years 

undertaking a degree. She always felt 

that he was wasting his time. Some 

colleagues did not understand either and 

felt that it was not necessary. However, in 

Zhou’s view, he was certain that the five 

years would not be wasted and that the 

result would be meaningful.

Obtaining a bachelor’s degree is not 

the end of Zhou’s academic career. He has 

already applied for this year’s National 

Unified Legal Professional Qualification 

Examination and is confident about 

the exam. Referring to the future plan, 

Zhou said that he will still work at XMU 

even if remaining as a security guard at 

the school gate. “Serving teachers and 

students of XMU every day is a way of 

expressing my gratitude to this school.”

More for reading:

Working during the day and learning 

at night is not easy for anyone, let alone 

Zhou, who has a weak foundation in 

study. However, he persisted to the end 

and obtained a bachelor’s degree in five 

years. In addition to his own persistence, 

he said that he would also like to thank 

the “experts” for their help.

Zhou came to Xiamen as early as 2004. 

Before he came to XMU as a security 

guard, he had, at different times, set up 

a street stall and worked in a factory. He 

admitted that the reason behind working 

as a security guard at XMU was very 

simple, that is, this job was stable and 

could spare him the trouble of rushing 

around. 

However, this job opened up a new 

vision for Zhou. “By getting associations 

with the teachers of XMU, I realized that 

some people study not for making a 

living, but for love.” Zhou is very familiar 

with the academics of Xiamen University, 

and he is very moved by their spirit of 

academic pursuit and excellence.

The strong academic atmosphere 

of XMU has made Zhou reminisce the 

dream of his childhood. When he was in 

his teens, he watched the Indian film The 

Wanderer and was deeply influenced by 

the justice in the movie. This made him 

dream about being a lawyer who could 

safeguard judicial justice and defend 

fairness. The opening of the staff evening 

school gave him a chance to achieve his 

dream.

Zhou said that when first applying 

for the law major, he almost forgot the 

knowledge he had acquired in the early 

years. It seemed to him to be a fantasy to 

get a degree. Fortunately, he met many 

people at XMU who offered to help him.

The first one Zhou met was a doctoral 

student from the School of Management, 

Xiamen University. They became friends 

after meeting at the school gate. After 

completing his doctoral  study, the 

student went to a college in Fuzhou as a 

teacher, but they still kept in touch with 

each other. Whenever Zhou encountered 

obstacles when learning new knowledge, 

he always received encouragement from 

this friend. “I invited her to attend my 

graduation ceremony. I hope that the first 

photo I take after putting on my academic 

dress is one with her.” Zhou said that he 

would like to express his gratitude to this 

friend in this way.

When Zhou started to attend classes 

in the School of Law, he was always 

sneaking into class. He always sat in the 

last row and had to change his work 

uniform before going to the classroom. 

He didn’t bring books and sat down to 

listen to the class, pretending to have a 

rest there, for fear that the teacher and 

classmates will recognize him. However, 

the teachers of the School offered extra 

help to this special student. Not only 

did they enthusiastically answer his 

questions, but some teachers also sent 

some monographs to the security room 

for him to study.

For Zhou, the biggest challenge was 

learning English. He knew almost nothing 

in this subject and could only start from 

basic knowledge. During a summer 

vacation, a student of the Department 

of Physics and Mechanical Engineering 

of XMU met Zhou at the school gate, 

and the two soon became friends. In the 

next two years, the student helped him 

with English, starting with the grammar 

and slowly progressed to sentence 

construction. “She taught me carefully 

and didn’t take any fee. I really appreciate 

her.” Zhou said.

Ding Yanrong, a teacher at the College 

of Foreign Languages and Cultures, 

XMU, also encouraged Zhou and taught 

him how to review. Zhou bought a set 

of English test papers, practicing by 

completing at least two papers every 

day. After several months of effort, he 

attained a score of 73 points in public 

English class. This was not easy for people 

who only studied little English and had 

left school for more than 20 

years.

D u r i n g  h i s  y e a r s  o f 

w o r k i n g  a t  X M U ,  f o r 

almost al l  the university 

anniversaries, Zhou would 

donate money. Some people 

did not understand him, 

thinking that it was unworthy 

for a security guard with a 

low salary to make donations. 

However, Zhou believes this 

is a way for him to give back 

to the University. In addition, 

after learning about the 

difficulties of students from 

the western region, Zhou 

donated money to four poor 

students through the West 

Dream project of XMU. When 

hearing that a student at the 

School of Management was 

in need, he also immediately 

made a generous donation. In 2016, 

when Typhoon Meranti  hit  Xiamen 

heavily, he contributed to the campus 

reconstruction by donating one month’s 

salary.

Over the past few years,  Zhou’s 

generous donations have totaled 20,000 

yuan. This, for a security guard with a low 

salary, was difficult but inspiring.  

“Xiamen University has created an 

atmosphere, and you will be naturally 

influenced by it when you are on the 

campus.” Zhou said that during his school 

years at XMU, he was inspired by the 

school motto of “Pursue Excellence, 

Strive for Perfection”, and that he will 

always be thankful to his teachers and 

classmates for lending a helping hand. 

His story is not just admirable but 

inspirational and worth emulating, and 

this is just the beginning for him. 
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Gao Yucong:  
The “Most Beautiful Volunteer” of Lei Feng 
Volunteer Service in Fujian Province in 2018

To advocate for the volunteer spirit 

of dedication, friendship, mutual benefit 

and progress, Fujian Province initiated 

the Lei Feng Volunteer Service Models 

Selection activity in 2018, which included 

the choosing of the most beautiful 

volunteers, the best volunteer service 

projects, the best volunteer service 

organizations, and the most beautiful 

volunteer service. Through the promotion 

o f  1 1  d e p a r t m e nt s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

Provincial Party Committee Propaganda 

Department and the Provincial Party 

Committee Civilization Office, and with 

the evaluation of experts and public 

appraisal, Gao won the title of “The “Most 

Beautiful Volunteer”.

In September 2017, the 9th BRICS 

Summit was staged in Xiamen, during 

which Gao served as a courtesy volunteer 

at the Minnan Grand Theatre. Before 

the Xiamen meeting volunteers officially 

determined their posts, and she had 

already participated in the preparatory 

work for the volunteer service. In order 

to timely and accurately report nearly 

24,000 pieces of personal information 

of more than 1,200 XMU volunteers, 

Gao often worked with the staff of 

the preparatory team until midnight. 

S ince the personal  information of 

the volunteers needed to be highly 

confidential, she had to verify the photos 

of all volunteers by herself, and managed 

to complete the work in a highly efficient 

manner within two days. The rate at 

which this was completed was the first 

of its kind in the city. In the self-training 

of volunteers at XMU, Gao assisted the 

preparatory team to organize training 

courses for more than 1,200 volunteers, 

and innovatively applied the “Clock Punch” 

method to ensure the class attendance, 

which greatly reduced the workload of 

the preparatory team and enhanced 

the training effect. In the volunteer-

focused training of Xiamen City, she led 

the students of XMU Youth Volunteers 

Association to check the seating plan of 

the training venue, and clearly drew a 

seat map marking 1,956 effective seats 

for the reference of the preparatory team. 

“Although the task is not easy, it is very 

meaningful to contribute a share to the 

meeting.” Gao said.

Given the high level of the BRICS 

Summit, extremely high demands were 

imposed on the various tasks involved. 

Gao’s pragmatic attitude, meticulous 

work methods, outstanding on-the-spot 

organization and coordination skills, and 

Gao Yucong, a member of the Communist 

Party of China, was from the postgraduate 

cohort of 2018 of the School of Law, Xiamen 

University (XMU). She once served as a courtesy 

volunteer for the BRICS Xiamen Summit in 

September 2017, and won the honorary titles 

of “National Outstanding Volunteer” and 

“Provincial Advanced Individual” for the 

meeting preparation and logistics service. In 

2018, she was titled as the “Most Beautiful 

Volunteer” in the Fujian Province Lei Feng 

Volunteer Service Models Selection. In addition 

to all these feats, with an excellent academic 

record and outstanding performance, she was 

awarded “the 13th China University Student of 

the Year” (finalist) and the university-level “Merit 

Student”, among other awards. 

flexible work attitude made it possible 

to achieve a “zero mistake and zero 

error” record during the preparatory 

work for volunteers in Xiamen. The work 

of the project shows that today’s young 

people have ideals, skills and dedication. 

Although she faced numerous difficulties 

during the meeting, she enjoyed it. “As 

students at Xiamen University, we had 

the opportunity to participate directly in 

this event. Through this volunteer service, 

we not only showed the world the youth 

of China, but also felt the power of our 

motherland. I am really proud.”

“The pretty figure, the kind smile, 

the warm words”, this is Gao in the eyes 

of many volunteers, and her classmates 

affectionately call her “Little Sun”. In the 

intensive training of volunteers in Xiamen 

City, she served as the host. On the stage, 

with her abundant hosting experience 

and elegant temperament, she exuded 

confidence and expressed fluency. She 

could always focus everyone’s attention 

on the course training. Her proficiency in 

controlling every link and time made such 

large-scale training progress smoothly. 

Moreover, friendly, lively and optimistic, 

she took the initiative to undertake the 

teacher’s work in the physical class, not 

only helping correct the volunteers’ 

movements by hand, but also encouraging 

the students to keep improving and 

str iv ing for  perfect ion,  constantly 

reminding them to keep the mission in 

mind, and influencing the surroundings 

with positive energy, and thus had a high 

prestige among the students.

As a volunteer representative of XMU, 

she was successfully selected to be part 

of the official video filming team of the 

Xiamen Summit volunteers, thanks to 

her confident, natural and smooth oral 

expression. She also participated in the 

entire recording of the Xiamen volunteer 

song “Sunshine in the Wind and Rain”, 

and fully presented the beautiful image 

of today ’s young people wil l ing to 

contribute to society and full of positive 

energy. With her understanding of 

volunteer selection, training, preparation 

work and good communication skills, 

she was also selected as the volunteer 

representative of the “Little Egret” in 

Xiamen to be aired on CCTV-13 “Zhaowen 

Tianxia” and participate in the National 

Day special program recording on CCTV-

1.  In September 2017, as the only 

representative of the Chinese volunteers 

in Xiamen Summit, she accepted CCTV’s 

“BRICS in 48 Hours” live interview, telling 

the story of the “Little Egret” volunteer 

selection, training and field exercises in 

Xiamen, such as placing the chopstick 

between the teeth and standing upright 

against the wall ,  and thus showed 

the wor ld  the  good characters  of 

contemporary Chinese college students 

of undertaking responsibility, studying 

diligently, and pursuing excellence.

With the knowledge and experience 

accumulated in the Xiamen Summit, Gao 

continued to serve for other events. In 

the volunteer service work for the 4th 

China “Internet Plus” College Student 

Innovat ion and Entrepreneurship, 

Gao actively shared her knowledge of 

providing volunteer service in large-

scale games with her peers, and helped 

the volunteers better understand the 

service requirements in the large-

scale competition by real stories and 

simulation exercises. Hundreds of hours 

of small and specific volunteer services, 

such as services for library ’s “Book 

Restoration”, for “Law 

Classrooms in Yanwu 

No.2 Primary School” 

and for traffic guide 

on the Huandao Road, 

had also made Gao 

realize that volunteer 

activities are not just 

a b o u t  o r g a n i z i n g 

b i g  p r o j e c t s  t h a t 

involve  thousands 

of people and preparations of days and 

nights, but a wide range of specific and 

small activities in daily life that focus on 

the needs of common people. Volunteer 

service can also become a natural way of 

life. “Volunteer service itself is a form of 

good labor education and experience. It 

helps in shaping the mindset of the youth 

with regards to labor, and harvests the 

precious qualities of struggle and selfless 

dedication.” Volunteer service planted 

goodness in Gao’s heart. “Every act should 

be a heartfelt voluntary behavior with 

proactiveness, not asking for favors in 

return. This is the most precious original 

aspiration of volunteers.” Gao said.

At the 100th anniversary of the May 

4th Movement, President Xi Jinping sent 

a message to the youth. “The young 

people of the new era must be brave in 

their struggles. Struggling is the most 

beautiful image of youth, and they should 

strive to be a socialist builder of all-round 

development of morality, intelligence, art 

and work.” College students in the new 

era should continue to carry forward the 

traditional Chinese virtues of diligence, 

courage and hard work. Bearing in mind 

the entrustment and expectation of the 

Party and the people, we must not only 

do a good job in the “compulsory course” 

of labor education, but also stimulate 

more power for good with enthusiasm, 

strive to work hard with the people, 

advance and dedicate to the motherland 

our youthfulness while serving the 

people wholeheartedly! 
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1.Would you please share the story of 
your journey from Africa to China?

To make a long story short, I came to 

China for the first time in 2012 and it was 

in that year I visited Nanjing University, 

Xiamen University and Sichuan University. 

I started teaching here in Xiamen during 

the 2015 summer classes. Step by step, 

of course, I started being trusted due 

to the way I taught the students, and a 

department chair asked me if I may be 

interested in coming here and I thought it 

was a good idea. They said I should think 

about it and so I took some time. Then 

finally, in 2017, I resigned from my job at 

CNRS and came to Xiamen.

2.What made you decide to come to 
China?

Because of different considerations I’ve 

been a kind of international vagabond for 

quite some time. When I left Cameroon a 

long time ago, I went to graduate school 

in Paris, France. I taught at Université Paris 

Ouest Nanterre La Défense, France for a 

number of years, 14 years to be exact.  Then 

I left to go to the US where I spent 15 years, 

and then went back to France for 6 years. 

Then, I came to China. Thus, it is basically 

because I have come to realize that Chinese 

universities are on the rise and that there 

are lots of opportunities to create new 

research programs in China. Also, being an 

African who has lived in the West for almost 

35 years, I’ve tried to work with African 

colleagues from a different perspective. So 

I thought maybe I can rely on my Chinese 

colleagues and African countries to have 

a kind of equal partnership in developing 

research.  The Chinese government also 

has an optimistic attitude towards the 

development of world class universities in 

China; it provides a means to move forward 

and create good research institutions of 

non-colonial legacy that reflect the China-

Africa relationship. Such institutions make 

a balanced and equal partnership between 

Chinese institutions and Chinese-African 

institutions possible. Of course, there is an 

imbalance of wealth between China and 

Africa. China is an economic superpower 

and African countries are still struggling to 

find their own way. However, because of 

this imbalance I think collaboration with 

China and Chinese institutions will lead to 

more effective research and such.

3.How was  l i fe  in  Ch ina  at  the 
beginning when you first arrived? 
What challenges did you face?

It is difficult. It is a challenge. But I’ve 

lived in so many different countries and 

different cultures. For example, in the West 

it is easier to handle because in France I 

In conversation with 
Professor Augustin 
F. C. Holl

Distinguished Professor, 
Department of Anthropology and 
Ethnology, College of Humanities, 
Xiamen University

Director, Africa Research Center, 
the Belt and Road Institute

President, International Scientific 
Committee for Volume IX of 
General History of Africa, 
UNESCO

2012-2014 Vice-President, 
International Relations, Université 
Paris Ouest Nanterre La Défense, 
France

2012-2014 Director, Confucius 
Institute, Université Paris Ouest 
Nanterre La Défense, France

Deputy Director, French National 
Center for Scientific Research 
Institute of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Paris, France

Member of American Association 
for the Advancement of Science 
(AAAS)

Featured Interview Featured InterviewNewsletter Summer 2019 Newsletter Summer 2019

Research areas: African history; prehistoric archaeology; bioarchaeology

Prof. Augustin Holl, distinguished professor at Xiamen University’s Department of Anthropology and 
Ethnology, discusses his journey from Africa to China, his experience in China and his life as a faculty 
member at Xiamen University. He touches on his current research and shares his thoughts on China’s 
BRI policy, improvements that could be made at XMU and the current state of the anthropological field 
in China and beyond.

In 2017, Prof. Augustin Holl donated his precious archaeological collection of cultural relics to 
Xiamen University (XMU) for teaching and research and established a professional laboratory of 
archaeological anthropology. Under his facilitation, the UNESCO Conference of General History of 
Africa Volume IX was held at XMU in December 2017.
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speak French. In the U.S., I speak English. It is not 

the case in China. In China, I teach in English, and 

while staying on the university campus it is okay, 

but when I’m outside of the university campus, 

it is a real challenge to get around. But I was well 

aware of that before coming, so I took up the 

challenge of learning Chinese. I am trying. But it 

is not that easy because I have too many things 

to do and I do not have enough time to focus on 

learning languages. I’m just here to learn and 

make sense of what I see and can understand, if 

not I ask for assistance.

4.How has China and XMU changed since 
you first arrived in China?

Maybe I am not skilled enough to notice 

because I’m living inside the university campus. 

But I know that in long-term policy terms there 

have been significant changes in shifting the 

engine of economic growth from an economy 

being driven by exports to one driven principally 

by internal consumption. This change can be 

seen through the important tax rebate that took 

place at the end of the last year or so. It is a 

fantastic policy. It means, if it works well, it will 

help boost domestic consumption and in the long 

run decrease the dependence on exports to fuel 

national economic growth.

Former President Zhu always tells me that in 

China, one has to be patient. Sometimes things 

work very well but sometimes progress is slow. 

For instance, I donated my archaeological 

collection to the University to create a research 

lab. It took almost 2 years to have this collection 

delivered to the campus because it was delayed 

in China’s Custom Services for various reasons.

5.In your opinion what aspects of the 
University can be improved or 

changed? 
I can make many suggestions. 

I  do think that  most ly  mid-

l e v e l  p e r s o n n e l  n e e d  t o 

understand what the motto of 

the University is. Striving for 

excellence and becoming an 

international institution 

requ i res  a  s ign i f i cant 

change in daily practices to support and enhance 

new developments.  It means we’ll have to adjust 

our administration to our goals, not the opposite. 

This is the key. I do not want to seem like I am 

lecturing people, but if we don’t change then 

we will be the same as a small local university 

teaching local things, rather than being oriented 

towards becoming a world-class university. For 

example, doing something like creating overseas 

XMU courses that students can undertake for 

credit towards their degree clearly requires a 

more flexible and supportive administrative 

structure. We need to be backed and supported 

in order to do the best for our students. It is very 

important, otherwise the University’s motto is 

just an empty slogan. And to add to that, we 

really need to make some serious adjustments 

to achieve the goal of the university. It is what 

Xiamen University is looking for. 

6.Can you briefly describe your ongoing 
research work?

Right now I am trying to organize the material 

from my last expedition in Senegal. We have 

made some interesting discoveries.  At some 

point, in the past, people started relying on 

shellfish along coastal areas. There is evidence 

of this in Brazil and in different places in Senegal 

along the Atlantic Coast. The research project 

takes place in the Saloum Delta in Senegal, 

West Africa. It started in 2017, began to involve 

Xiamen University undergraduates in 2018 and 

has continued in 2019. The results show that the 

cultural adaptation that sustained the intensive 

exploitation of shellfish started much earlier 

that general accepted: around 10,000 years ago 

instead of 2,500 years as indicated by current 

archaeological research.  

7 . W h a t  d o  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e 
development of archaeological research in 
China?

China is very active in archeological research, 

mostly concerning the dynastic period. This 

is a country with a very long history. The time 

when people started growing rice, millet and 

domesticating pigs in different parts of China, 

in the Central Valley, the Yellow River, and the 

Yellow Sea areas, is called the Neolithic period. 

Of course, that area features different 

agricultural systems. We call it the Neolithic 

Period. It is well researched in China, 

but still needs more research – we had a 

workshop on the Neolithization Processes 

this year during the World Humanity Forum 

in April 2019.

8.Students who are interested in 
archaeology often worry that if they 
choose this major it may be difficult 
to find a job after graduation. What 
would you say to these students?

It is precisely what I said to my students 

in class this morning, which also happened 

to be the very first class of this semester: I 

know they are anxious about their future 

and the future of their children, and they 

are very anxious about whether they will 

find a good job, and they are anxious 

because the job market is completely 

clogged. They don’t know what to do. I told 

them that when I was in high school, I had 

a philosophy professor (it is unfortunate 

we do not teach philosophy in high school 

these days) who said something very 

simple: the job of a student is to study. 

But you know what else he said after that, 

it’s interesting, he said: be good at what 

you are doing, and probably everything 

else will take care of itself. It means it does 

not make sense to worry about the future 

because there is nothing you can do about 

it. What you can do is be good at what you 

do and if you are good you will enjoy what 

you do, in this way there will be a future 

for you. But there is no way for you to 

know what your future holds because the 

future is basically unpredictable. Just forget 

about it. Enjoy being a student, be good, 

and if you study you will have your future 

assured, it doesn’t matter which subject 

you are studying. Worrying does not help 

you and worrying about the future is even 

more worthless. I’ll give an example of 

the internet: nobody thought when it was 

declassified in the 60s that it will ever be 

used by anybody. Now it’s everywhere 

and people are making lots of things with 

it and no one can live without it.

9. What are your views on China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative policy?

As I said in my first comment about 

cooperation between Africa and China: 

it’s a great initiative. Despite the wealth 

imbalance, it  can really help African 

countries develop along a certain way.

10. Would you please shed some light 
on the issues related to BRI from an 
African perspective? 

As we say, everything in political science 

is not a matter of sentiment, states have 

interests. African states have interests, 

the Chinese state and companies have 

interests. But the idea is to find common 

interests that can benefit everyone because 

it will not always be 50/50 in everything, 

and it is in this case that partnering Africa 

and China makes sense. It is trying to build 

momentum for the federal state of Africa 

and an integrated continent. We hope that 

in the next two generations there will be a 

United States of Africa. Things are moving 

forward slowly but surely, and we do feel 

better having a real partner in China. 

Individual countries in Africa in the Belt 

and Road Initiative can really benefit from 

having the whole continent as a partner, 

not tiny separate countries. And the new 

research project I will be developing starting 

from next summer in Kenya is really part of 

the Belt and Road Initiative because now it 

is focusing on Africa-China interaction. If we 

want people to understand each other, we 

have to complement each other. 

We convey our sincere gratitude to 

Professor Augustin F. C. Holl for taking 

time out of his busy schedule to participate 

in this interview… 
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